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4th Company, Brigade of Guards 

  in America, LTD   

                      "Ye Olde Goate's Gazette"����

 
Affiliations: Brigade of the American Revolution, British Brigade, Southern Crown Forces 

  uardsmen: 225th - The Campaigns of 1781! The War is DECIDED in the South! 
2006 - - our Company’s 35th year of service to King George, III 

and our 9th anniversary as GUARDSMEN! 
August, 2006 
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CONGRATULATIONS!! The JG is up! 
On 15 June, 2006, Pvt. Jonathan Bernhardt became a Lieutenant, JG in the US Coast Guard! 

WELL DONE, Lt. Jonathan! I’m sure that several of us still remember what a great feeling it was to lose that 
“butter-bar” – one of the few times that silver is better than gold! 

(I’ll bet he doesn’t make “Captain” as quickly as some of us did!!�� ) 
 

WELCOME! There is a new kid on the block – a new Gu ards unit  forming! 
No. 8 Company (Coldstream) Early War is being formed in OH and Western PA. Most of the members are 
veteran reenactors from the War Between the States era and they seem to have their hearts in the right place 
regarding a desire for historical accuracy and to portray the Guards as they deserve to be shown. Shane 
Evans, formerly of the 84th Reg’t, Royal Highland Emigrants, is the commander. They have about 10 men 
committed to doing it, along with several followers. They’re taking the correct steps in research to start on the 
right foot and I look forward to seeing them in the field next season. So, we now have the following Guards 
units in our era of interest: 
  Grenadier, LI, and 1st Coy, MA, Commanded by Chris Kone (1st Gds impressions – 1776) 
  Grenadier Coy, BAR, OH Commanded by Tim Thompson (Coldstream impressions – 1777) 
  Grenadier Coy, NWTA, MI, WI etc (Linnea Bass’ unit) (1776 - All 3 unit impressions) 
  Grenadier Coy, Detroit area Garrison (Affiliated with the 1st Gs in MA. I don’t know them very 
                well – but they plan to be at Yorktown – 1776 1st Gds) 
  4th Coy,  Carolinas, VA, and wherever, 1780 – 81 Southern Campaign (All 3 impressions) 
  5th Coy, Carolinas, etc, Commanded by Charles Carpenter (3rd Guards – early) 
  8th Coy, OH, PA, Commanded by Shane Evans (Coldstream impressions – early) 
 
Shane paid us a high compliment recently. He’s been doing his homework and checking out the websites of 
the various extant Guards units. He said: “ - - - when I chose the Guards (to portray) and came across 
your unit, I went through all your pics before deciding you were the guys we wanted to get help 
from.” Emulation is still the greatest form of flattery! It’s good to see another Battalion Company coming on 
board. We don’t have enough “line company” troops on the field, so more hat-men will be very welcome! 
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CONGRATULATIONS – AND WELCOME! 
 

At the Green Spring event, on Sunday morning, July 16, 2005, Ed “Flash” Niven and Jim 
Higginbottom passed the test for advancement to be “Gazetted” as Privates in the 4th Company. 
This involved not only a drill test but also a history examination. Both passed with flying colours. 
WELCOME TO THE FULL RANKS!  
 
AAR: Brattonsville, submitted by Pvt. “Flash” Niven : “ I just got back from spending the 
weekend helping the 64th Foot portray Provincial Regiments in an event in Brattonsville, 
SC.  The Saturday battle was Huck's Defeat, which actually took place just a little east of the site.  
The Sunday battle was Musgrove's Mill (I'm not sure where that one actually took place).   
 
On Saturday, the Provincials (NY Volunteers under Christian Huck) were surprised by local militia.  
Our part of that one seemed pretty chaotic in execution but was a little more carefully set up than at 
last year's event.  I caught a pretty good nap in the shade waiting for the Whigs to attack.  Once the 
battle started, we had four or five exchanges of fire and three bayonet charges before the Provincials 
threw themselves on the mercy of the Whig militia.  I chose death over surrender and enjoyed 
another short nap in the shade until the shooting was finished.   
 
On Sunday, the Crown Forces met with marginally better fortune.  We apparently were drawn into 
an ambush by militia troops and exchanged some spirited volleys with them until we were 
outflanked.  We made a fairly orderly retreat, showering the Doodles with volleys throughout the 
process.  This one had more shooting and gave the crowd a better view of military maneuvering and 
firing than Huck's Defeat had on Saturday. 
 
Sjt Johnson of the 64th said that our performance in marching and maneuvering "was like a bunch 
of orangutans."  There was no rum ration and floggings were promised, despite the fact that our 
performance only had to match that of a Provincial Regiment.  The Sjt said even the militia wouldn't 
have us. 
 
This was a fun event, the weather was unbelievable for July in SC:  highs barely reaching 85 and 
lows in the low 60s.  The site is nice for reenacting and the event was fairly well promoted to the 
public in the Charlotte area beforehand.  The event featured a dinner on Saturday night for all the re-
enactors and a concert by musical group called "Father, Son, and Friends."  We had expected some 
beer to be furnished as well, but I could never find it. 
 
This is the third event I've attended at the site and I've enjoyed all of them.  The site has enough 
open ground for the camps and lots of land for maneuvering the troops.  Also on the site, is an early 
19th century residence/museum and lots of farm outbuildings and farm animals for period squalor. 
 
I give this one three stars (out of four).   Flash 
 
Many thanks, Ed. I always appreciate feedback on events that I’m unable to make. Brattonsville is 
a really cool site with various buildings and a lot of varied terrain. I like doing events there. It’s a 
great place for tacticals and varied training. Chuck LeCount of the KOP is the site manager. 
 
 



 

 
 
AAR Green Spring, or, as Cpl Manzano put it: “The B attle of Chigger Fields”: HOT! Sticky, ticky, and 
the greatest wounds were inflicted by an infestatio n of chiggers. They seemed to prefer enlisted flesh as 
I had only two bites myself while those who were dressed out as EM (other than Galus) were pretty much 
eaten up  - -  not funny – there were lost man-days for sick leave to get over it. I think SGP wins the “sweet 
guy” award for accumulating the most bites – some 79 or so! The only thing I can think of that I was doing 
different from the rest of the guys was that I’d been taking garlic pills for a couple of weeks before UTR and 
had continued it, along with eating a serving of something with vinegar in it every couple of days. Garlic and 
Vinegar in the diet is a legendary bug repellant down here and seems to work – so I use it. 
 
  Anyway, the turnout of Crown troops was disappointing. I guess the combination of UTR a couple of 
weeks earlier and “Grand Recon” at Ward Pound Ridge the following weekend was just too much dilution. 
Saturday was a very slow day mainly due to excessive heat and humidity. Some were able to spend a lot of 
time in the shady woods – with the ticks and chiggers – but 4th Coy got tasked to be the Advance Picquets 
and to fight the early action in the sun. Most of the guys had expended their ammo before the main fight was 
joined and we had a lot of heat issues. 
 

Saturday evening was a 
fantastic relief! We had a 
company dinner at the King’s 
Arms in Williamsburg. The meal 
was excellent, as expected. When 
the “wandering minstrel lady” sang 
for us, she got us going on a whole 
series of songs with Brian Lewis 
taking the lead. He is now officially 
designated as our “Songmeister / 
Choir Director” for the 4th Coy. We 
have some fellows who actually 
can sing – and it’s FUN to do so. It 
was even more fun since we were 

singing some “beat up on the French” songs and there happened to be a visiting French family at the next set 
of tables! We got a lot of applause from other guests, so I don’t guess we were disturbing them too much 
(either that or they were applauding the silence following the songs!). It was a good evening. I handed out 
the neat certificates and VERY nice reproduction mi niature paintings of Lord Cornwallis that Michael 
Grenier of the 64 th, Crown Force commander, had gotten for us all. We all owe a BIG “THANK YOU” to 
Mary Grenier for all the work that she put into mak ing those up (as she had done for the really cool 
certificates she’d made up for Charleston). That wa s a nice touch. 
 
 Sunday was, as is so often the case, a much better day. The commanders had gotten together and 
decided to truncate the battle which made for a much more realistic visual impact and less fatigue on the 
troops. We were the “patrol” that was sent out to locate the Doodles and be the initial “bait” to draw them into 
our prepared trap. So, we got to start the fight in the woods again. It was HILARIOUS! The Doodle light 
infantry got confused and was shooting into the backs of their own men! The conversation between the 
different Rebel units was a hoot: “Shoot the REDCOATS – not US!”  We had a pretty good position with a 
decent field of fire. Even in our red coats and white cross belts - - even after I’d gone forward to tell the 
Rebels where we were to be found - - even after firing a couple of volleys to make sound and smoke to let 
them know where we were - - they still engaged in fratricide with their own troops! 

So much for the Myth of: “red coats made Brits easi er to find and shoot in the woods.” 
 

The rest of the battle went pretty much according t o script and we were rolling by 3:00 PM ! 
 
 This was one where the organizers did all the right things. There had been good publicity; the site 
was really very nice – and capable of supporting many more troops than were there; there were good vendors 
– both period merchants and modern food vendors; medical care was there and did a great job with the heat 
casualties. There was common sense exercised by the command staff in allowing uniforms to be reduced 
(leaving off waistcoats and neck stocks – and even some dropped their coats). There was a snafu with water 
supply – that was supposed to have been set up by the Winery, but didn’t happen. No National Guard water 
buffaloes were available due to deployments and training needs. So, we brought our own. 

Smorgasbord for the Chiggers! 
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The main positive thing was that money was made for the preservation of the battlefield of Green Spring and 
some good publicity about that little known fight was provided. We had some good times. The major 
downside was the very serious infestation of chiggers that put a serious hurt on several of our guys. 
 

2006 – The 225 th of 1781 - The Campaigns that decided  the War! 
UPCOMING EVENTS – 2006 

LEGEND: 
IF THE TEXT IS RED - major company event that we voted on and will support – MAJOR EFFORT 
IF THE TEXT IS GREEN - means some interest and we’ll be there 
Blue text is an event that is particularly interesting, but no decisions have been made. 

IF THE TEXT IS IN REGULAR FONT or Bold Black – means either new listing or very 
slight interest 
IF YOU SEE (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of Guards 
was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. 
IF YOU SEE: BAR or BARS, it is a BAR hosted, sanctioned, or supported event. BB 
means British Brigade 
******************************************** 
National organization web sites have other event listings:  Brigade of the American 
Revolution: http://www.brigade.org  
British Brigade’s Website at: http://www.britishbrigade.org 
 

2006 – The Campaigns of 1781! 
The “Big Three” for the British Brigade: 

22, 23 July – Grand Forage, Ward Pound Ridge, NY 
19 – 22 Oct – YORKTOWN (Some controversy – stay tuned) 

 
The BAR Southern Dep’t planning calendar - just one left:  

Sept 8, 9 Fanning Raid 225th Hillsborough, NC 
 
EVENT LIST (Note: Listings are for the consideration of our troops. A listing here does NOT, I say again, 

NOT mean that we have selected it as one that we will be attending in force. Look for the colour code for that!): 
 
August 26-27 Williamsport Days in Williamsport Maryland near Fort Frederick and Antietam. 
 
The event will have “timeline” period venues near the Potomac River and C&O Canal: 
     - French and Indian 
     - Revolutionary War 
     - War of 1812 (???) 
     - Civil War 
 
They will have civilians, militia, regulars, medical, musicians and native Americans.  They are trying to keep it balanced 
by impressions. 
 
There will be camp, campaign, drill and tactical demonstrations both days by period.  
 
Period camping with wood, facilities, straw, etc. They are seriously interested in having the 4th Coy there. Good drill 
weekend and maybe some recruiting from other time zones! 
 
Aug 31 – Sep 3 Parker’s Ferry, SC  On the 31st of August 1781 Gen. Marion prepared an ambush for Major  Fraser's 
South Carolina Loyalists at Parker's Ferry outside of  Charlestown, South Carolina. Beginning the 31st of August 2006 
thru  3 September, The Colleton County Historical and Preservation Society is hosting the 225th Anniversary of that 
historic Battle. All units and sutlers are welcome. For a schedule of events and registration go to: 

www.colletonhistoryandpreservation.com/parkers.html 



 

 
 
 
Sep 2, 3 (Labour Day weekend) – Eutaw Springs, SC. One of the bloodiest battles of the war. From the host: “It will 
be Labor Day Weekend, Sept 1st, 2nd and 3rd.  This is the first time we have done anything to commemorate this battle 
since the early Seventies.  We have a really good location.  Out in the boondocks, with no 20th century intrusions.  The 
nearest town is Eutawville, SC.  Which is 1.4 miles away?  The directions are simple.  Come down I-95; get off at exit # 
98 which is Santee, SC.  Go east on South Carolina highway # 6 approximately 12 miles to Eutawville.  Turn right off of 
Highway # 6 onto South Carolina Highway # 45.  Go a couple of blocks and turn back to the left on Highway # 104.  
From that point, go exactly 1.4 miles where you will see a dirt road to the right.  We will have that location well marked, 
both day and night.  Proceed down that road and you are there.  Parking, British and Patriot encampments etc will be 
marked at the end of the road.   
 
”Now, at this point, I can do my best to try to convince you that it will be cool and comfy in the mid eastern portion of 
SC, on Labor Day weekend.  However, I have my serious doubts as to whether or not that would sell very well.  So for 
that reason, we are keeping the schedule down to a minimum.  A battle on each day.  Right now I am looking at 6:00 PM 
for the Saturday Battle, to try to hope for a little cooler weather.  Now we will make a decision about a tactical on 
Sunday morning when we get there and see how hot it really is.  The Sunday morning tacticals' have really added a good 
deal to the weekends that we have done recently and I would like to see us try one, but not at the expense of burning 
everyone out.   
 
”The Sunday battle will begin at 1:30 PM so that everyone who has traveled very far can get on the road home.  That 
will give a day off to recover on Monday.   
 
”Our intent is to remember this very important battle, while making if fun and as stress free as an early Sept event can be 
in South Carolina. You may want to bring some fishing equipment, since we are within 10 miles of the Santee Lakes. 
They do professional fishing there at least once a year, so it is a really good place. Also, you can find all of the motels 
and restaurants that a small resort area can offer at I-95, which is about 12 miles away. 
 
”We plan to keep the camps close together, reason; our water will be there in the form of an 8,000 stainless steel dairy 
truck.  The last thing that we want to do is to space the camps out so that the water is 400 yards away as reported from 
an event earlier this month.  Wood, Straw Etc will be plentiful.  We will be making Ice runs throughout the day.   
 
” Give us some input as to what you would like to see at this event.  We are wide open to suggestions.  This is ours, no 
umbrella's involved.  We can do about anything but shoot live rounds at each other.  So input please. “ 
 
<Back to Jay> Guys – this will be FUN. It will be a weekend to do pretty much what we want to do. It commemorates 
one of the bloodiest battles of the war involving all kinds of troops and a lot of interesting scenarios. Give it serious 
consideration as prep for Yorktown. 
 
Sep 8, 9 Fanning’s Raid on Hillsborough (225th BARS). Details were in the November and December “Gazettes” 
 
October 6, 7 – Home School Days at Tryon Palace. They’d like some demos, but with Yorktown so close - - -  
 

October 7, 8 – BRITISH ONLY event at Magnolia Plantation (where we fought 
the main fights for the Battles of Charleston). More to come - - but similar 
problem due to Yorktown just a couple of weeks later. AND 
 
October 7, 8 – Walnut Grove Plantation (near Spartanburg, SC). Rev War 
living history weekend commemorating the raid on the house by “Bloody Bill” 
Cunningham, a notorious Loyalist in that region. It’s a pretty laid back weekend 
– but again – bad timing this year. 
 
October 13 – 14 (Tentative – possible) Yes – this is Friday and Saturday 
before Yorktown. It’s a potential paid gig that looks like a lot of fun and 
good warm up for Yorktown (with a LOT more firing t han what we’ll 
probably get AT Yorktown!). More on this as it develops. Pencil it in if 
there’s any possible way that you can make some time for it. 

Drawing by Jeff Saeger 
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October 19 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) The web page for the 225th of the Siege of Yorktown is up 
at www.siegeofyorktown.org .  Currently, there is basic event information such as dates and general highlights.  
In the coming months, a full schedule of events, registration information, etc. will be posted. The plan is that we WILL 
be rolling our own cartridges! We’ll be given guidelines and will make them up in bundles and deliver them at 
registration to be issued out during the event. NPS rules. More as we get it from the BAR. We’ll be camping on 
National Park Service grounds in Yorktown (in the town proper – Doodles in the outer works) so we cannot have 
our own powder on the park.  
 

AND, there is the YORKTOWN VICTORY BALL for those wh o are interested 
See the April Gazette for details. 

 
Okay – you’ve been getting the separate mailings on this one. We KNOW that there will be a large ration of BS 
because of asinine interpretation of NPS regulations coupled with some rather sorry negotiating by the powers-
that-be in the BAR. It’s a one-time thing. Let’s deal with it in the professional manner for which our company 
has become known. My personal plan is to come out and have a good time in fellowship with my many friends in 
the reenacting community and here in the 4th Company family. We can have a good time regardless of what 
buffoonery is laid on by the hosts/planners. Let’s simply plan to do just that – have a good time. 
 
Nov 4, 5 Camden Field Days – back to the normal time and date. Daily battles, Guy Fawkes extravaganza, tavern 
frolic, jollification, etc., will gently ease you back into the old routines. The usual amenities (wood, bedding straw) will 
inspire cozy evenings around the campfire guaranteed to encourage heated debates a/o swapping of tales pertaining to 
arduous campaign trails you have left. Folks, this one is ALWAYS fun! Yeah – okay – so the Guards weren’t there. 
WE can still have a good time.  This is a good “wind down the season” event. 
 
Dec 2, 3 British Night Watch, St. Augustine Florida – This is always a good party event to end the season. It’s been 
many years since our company was represented there. Yes – a long trip for all of us, especially the Northern VA platoon, 
but if you plan some vacation time, it’s a worthwhile one. St. Augustine is a neat town with a LOT of history and is 
worth a trip – not a bad place to be in the winter-time. They are building towards a 225th styled event in 2007, 
commemorating the influx of troops from the Carolinas in 1782. There are some rumblings about a 225th of the 
Siege of Pensacola as well – but it’s getting a bit late to plan anything serious. 
 

2007 Events in the Planning Stages: 
 

March 17 - 18,  2007: Guilford Courthouse Annual Commemoration Same time; same place; same scenario (maybe 
a few interesting extras – stay tuned!). 
 
May 5, 6, 2007, for a regional sized event at Jerusalem Mills, just 20 minutes outside of Baltimore, MD, 10 minutes off 
of I-95.  Here is the web link to the event site:     http://www.jerusalemmill.org/index.html 
 
May 19, 20 Scotchtown (Home of Patrick Henry, just north of Richmond off of I-95 near King’s Dominion). 
BARS – mark your calendars. Details in the July 06 issue of the Gazette. This will be a militia/civilian event – pre-
war but with tensions growing. It will NOT, I say again, NOT be a “redcoat” event. We can come out in civilian attire 
or maybe get by in smallclothes, but no regimentals. 
 
June 9 and 10, 2007: Bordentown, New Jersey – (BIG 3 Probably) This WILL be a British Brigade and Continental 
Line biggie for the ’07 season. The last time that they held an event there, it was the stuff of legends. Mark your calendars! 
They have a website up and running now: www.battleofbordentown.com  
 
June 29 – July 1 – UTR (Tentative date) It might get moved up to keep it away from the July date – but it would be 
wise to avoid Bordentown as much as possible. 
 



 

 
 
August 25 – 26, 230th Anniversary of the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge (BAR) 
 (The only AWI battle fought in Delaware). Brandywine State Park near Wilmington DE – not far from most of the 
NoVa platoon! The BAR National Board voted to make it part of the Main Department schedule for 2007.  See 
www.battleofcoochsbridge.org for details.  Though in the Main Department, it is only about 100 miles from the borders 
of the Southern Department and Southern troops participated in it (Virginia and North Carolina Continentals). 
Sep 8, 9 Rock Ford Plantation – Lots of talk – little detail thus far. 
 
October 5 – 7, 2007 – RETURN TO TRYON PALACE for their “Home School Days” More to 
come – we’ve got a year and a half to plan for it. Mark your 2007 calendars now! (Note: This is also the 
proposed date of a big event at Saratoga. We’ll need to make up our minds early!) 
 
2008 – Whitpain – the “dry” sequel! More to come. 

 
“Good enough – ISN’T!” “Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!” 

 
Historical Notes: The Rudiments of War – The June issue started this series, transcribed by 
Gerry Orvis of the Royal Highland Regiment – and described where he found it. We began 
with the Duties of a Serjeant followed by the Duties of a Corporal. Now: SECTION XXVI 
DUTY OF A SOLDIER 
 
As in an Army there is a regular Series of Subordination from the General to the Private Man; the first Lesson, therefore, 
a Soldier has to learn, is implicit Obedience to his Superiors, without which the rest will prove ineffectual. 
 
 A Soldier is to keep himself clean at all Times, and well-dressed, with his Arms and Accoutrements in perfect 
Order, but more particularly when he is under Arms or for Duty; and always to have the Quantity of Necessaries by him 
directed by the Regulations of the Regiment. 
 
 He must be well-behaved, sober, respectful to his Officers and Non-commissioned Officers, and not addicted to 
Gaming.  Those Soldiers who are temperate, clean in their Appearance, decent in their Demeanor, and regular in their 
Duty, are always most to be depended upon in actual Service.  A Soldier is to consider, that Cleanliness and Discipline  
contribute to his Health, and that Indolence and Slovenliness often breed Diseases and occasion Sickness. 
 
 Whenever a Soldier is on Duty, or under Arms, he is to pay the strictest Attention to his Officer, and to execute 
every Command given to him with Diligence and Alacrity. 
 
 A Soldier is not to contract Debts on any account; nor to marry without first consulting his Officer, that the 
Woman's Character may be inquired into.  (General Wolfe) 
 
 They are to avoid Riots and Tumults in Towns, and never on such Occasions mix with the Inhabitants, but 
retire immediately to their Quarters. (General Wolfe) 
 
 When a Soldier has Leave to work, his to lay aside his Uniform, and never to wear it when he is using the 
Implements of his Trade. (General Wolfe) (Duke of Cumberland, August 17, 1746) 
 
 Soldiers, who have Leave to wait upon Officers, are always to mount Guard when their Masters do. (Wolfe) 
 
 A Soldier is never to make Use of his Piece, or fire it, but when directed to discharge it in the Course of 
Discipline or of Service. 
 
 Nothing is more inexcusable or unbecoming, than for a Soldier to appear dissatisfied with any Duty he may be 
ordered upon, or to find Fault with the Proceedings of his Superiors, or to utter Expressions tending to discourage 
Recruits or young Men in a Regiment:  Such a Behaviour will inevitably, in the End, bring him to condign Punishment. 
(General Wolfe) 
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 It is scandalous, as well as unmanly, for a Soldier to excuse himself from Duty under Pretence of Sickness; at 
the same Time, if he finds himself really disordered, he is by no means to conceal it, but report his Case immediately to 
the orderly Serjeant of his Company. 
 
 Great Vigilance and Caution are necessary to a Soldier, for his own, as well as the Safety of others, when he is 
a Sentry. 
 
 A Soldier should not forget to behave with Humanity to such Persons, in an Enemy's Country, as can make no 
Resistance; that is, to the poor Peasants, Women, and Children; and they should at all Times meet with his Protection.  
(General Wolfe) 
 
 In a Battle, a Soldier is to be perfectly silent, attentive to the Commands of his Officer, nor ever to shout 
without he is particularly directed to do so. (General Wolfe) 
 
 Should a Soldier in Action presume to take his Musket from his Shoulder, or fire it, upon any Pretence 
whatever, until he is ordered, and his Officer instantly put him to Death, he would deserve it.  Such Eagerness and 
Precipitation are oftner the Effect of Cowardice than Valour, and always to be punished with the utmost Severity. 
(General Wolfe) 
 
 A Soldier is not to quit his Platoon, and thus abandon his Colours, for a slight Wound.  While a Man can stand 
and hold his Arms, it is infamous to retire. (General Wolfe) 
 
 Any Soldier who attempts to leave his Rank, or offers to fly, will immediately be put to Death by the Officer of 
his Platoon, or the Officers or Serjeants in the Rear.  A Man is not deserving to live, who will not fight for his King and 
Country. (General Wolfe) 
 
 When the Enemy approaches near, a Soldier must be resolute an determined in the Execution of his Duty. 
(General Wolfe) 
 
 Although a Victory be gained, and the Battle over, a Soldier is not to leave his Company, nor even his ranks, on 
any Consideration, until he is ordered. (General Wolfe) 
 
 The Articles of War have decreed Punishments for the following Offences. 
 
 Death is the absolute Punishment for Cowardice or Misbehaviour before an Enemy, or speaking Words 
inducing others to do the like. 
 
 For Mutiny, or concealing a Mutiny, Desertion, sleeping on a Post, or quitting it before relieved, plundering 
after Victory, quitting a Post in Battle, compelling an Officer to abandon or give up his Post, or persuading others to do 
the like, corresponding with an Enemy, and striking or refusing to obey any Commanding Officer in the Execution of his 
Duty, a Court Martial may inflict Death, or any other Punishment they think adequate to the Offence. 
 
 The Crimes of persuading others to desert, of concealing, assisting, or relieving an Enemy, of being absent from 
the Troop or Company you belong to, Absence from Duty, Drunkenness, and false Alarms, are punishable at the 
Discretion of a Court-Martial. 
 
 No Man to be discharged but on paying Ten Guineas to the Stock Purse.  (Duke of Cumberland, October 26, 
1754) 
 
 The Stoppages from a Soldier to be Six-pence per Week, and no more, unless ordered by a Court-Martial. 

�
Photo of original Coldstream Guards belt plate found on the Battlefield of 
Guilford Courthouse. The plate is now in the collections of the Greensboro 
Historical Museum. 
 
Wally Richardson did an amazingly good job of reproducing it. Ours are 
thicker, but the dimensions and elements are within millimeters of the original.



 

 
 
Don Hagist, in his many researches, ran across this interesting recruiting ad: Berrow's Worcester Journal, Thursday, 
December 11th, 1783. 
 
His Majesty's First, or Royal Regiment of Foot Guards. ALL aspiring young Men of good Character who have a 
Spirit and Inclination to serve their King and County, have now an advantageous Opportunity of entering into the First 
Regiment, now and always doing Duty over your Royal Sovereign and Family at St.James's, and commanded by his 
Majesty's own Brother, his Royal Highness, Prince William Henry, Duke of Gloucester. 
 
Gentlemen, 
YOU are not obliged to quit the Metropolis, but have the Advantage of working at your different Calling Four Days 
each Week, at any Place within Ten Miles of London.- Your Duty is easy and agreeable; your Pay and Cloathing 
superior to any Infantry in his Majesty's Service. As a further Encouragement, each Volunteer, by applying to Capt. 
Dowdeswell, at the Bell Inn, Broad-Street, or (in his Absence) to Serjeant Williamson, at the Sow and Pigs, Dolday, 
Worcester, shall receive Two Guineas Advance, and a Crown to drink his Majesty's Health; and when he comes to join 
his respective Regiment, always stationed in London, he shall receive all new Cloaths, Arms, and Accoutrements, and 
every Thing fitting and necessary to compleat a Gentleman Soldier. 

GOD Save the King. 
 

Any Person bringing a Man that is approved of, shall be rewarded for his Trouble. 
 

Wanted immediately, Two Young Men to serve in the above Regiment : They must be Five Feet Ten Inches high.- Any 
Person bringing a Man to Serjeant Williamson before mentioned, Five Feet Ten Inches high, that is approved on, shall 

receive One Guinea; and if Two are brought together, the Bringer shall immediately receive Three Guineas for his 
Trouble. It is requested that all young Men who mean to engage in the First Regiment of Foot Guards would be 

particular in applying to Serjeant Williamson, at the Sow and Pigs, Dolday, Worcester. 
 
Looks like the Recruiters were a bit fast and loose with the facts!! And this is just as the remnants of the Brigade of 
Guards on service in America were being repatriated in the aftermath of the Treaty of Paris, which finally ended the war 
in 1783!! And, the Napoleonic era is on the horizon!! Many thanks to Don for sharing this neat item! 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
On the matter of biting insects, unless there is a HARD FREEZE in the 
Yorktown area prior to the event in October, we can expect similar bugs to those 
found a few miles up the road at the Williamsburg Winery. We don’t want a repeat 
of the results! In our company, only three were not too much impacted by it, me, 
Michael Galus, and Brian Lewis. I’ve explained that I had been taking a couple of 
garlic pills each day and eating a good serving of something with Vinegar in it each 
day for a few weeks before the event. That has some effect on body chemistry that 
turns away the little bloodsuckers. I had also hosed my trousers down pretty well 
with “Deep Woods Off” – but Pvt. Bernhardt had done the same from the same 
bottle and he got eaten up! The Off did not do the job for him. Off did, however, 
work for Michael Galus – who reported no bites (therefore must be the LEAST sweet 
guy in the company!). Brian had hosed his clothing down pretty heavily with a 
repellent called "Muskol" that is 95% DEET. Researchers have found that DEET is 
among the best repellents out there, so it undoubtedly will be found to cause birth 
defects in penguins or something and be taken off the market. An Avon product 
called “Skin So Soft” seems to work well and can be applied to the skin, but you still 
want a heavy-DEET repellent for the outside of your clothing. DEET is too strong to 
put directly on the skin. For some good information regarding Chiggers/Redbugs, 
check out this website that was referred by Will Tatum of the 17th (who had a couple 
of dozen bites himself): 
http://ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/2000/2100.html  
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New member Jim Higginbottom provides the following fascinating early history: “Hi guys, I had a 
great time this weekend (Green Spring), and I have plenty of chigger bites to constantly remind me of the weekend too! 
;) Once I got home I decided to look through some of my books to see if I could find anything else to support the 
mention in that new book that the Guards were in America in 1676. I discovered the following and I thought I would 
pass it on to you just as something of historical interest. Here are a few excerpts:”  
 
 "When assembled in larger bodies or 'battalions' companies of the Guards were often united regardless of 
Regiment, so that companies of the Royal Regiment of Guards formed a composite battalion with companies of the 
Coldstream Regiment of Guards in a campaign to restore order in the Virginian Colony of America in 1676, and in the 
defense of Tangier against Moorish raiders in 1680" - "The Grenadier Guards" by Gen. Sir David Fraser  
 
 "In 1677 a small force, including two Companies of the Regiment, was sent under Colonel Jeffries to Virginia 
to suppress a rising." - "A Short History of the Grenadier Guards" Published by Authority in 1917  
 
and finally  
 
 "Apart from continuing service in the Low Countries in the period, two other notable tours of duty abroad are 
worth mentioning. In 1676 the colonists of Virginia rose in armed array under Nathaniel Bacon with the object of taking 
the fight to the Red Indians in defiance of the Governor's authority. Captain Herbert Jeffries of the King's Regiment of 
Guards was selected to command a composite battalion of his own and the Coldstream Regiment. Given the appointment 
of Lieutenant Governor he was ordered to go out and restore order. He quickly signed a peace treaty with the Indian 
chiefs but died before he could return. His soldiers became very discontented, were unable to settle and returned home 
after eighteen months. It is interesting that the two companies of the Regiment who went out were each issued with two 
specially designed colours from the Wardrobe, the only occasion of companies having two colours." - "The Grenadier 
Guards" by R.H. Whitworth  
 
 It is all quite interesting, though there appears to be a few discrepancies, such as the date of 1676 or 1677, as 
well as the rank of Jeffries, with one source calling him a Captain and another a Colonel. Just the same, I thought it was 
quite interesting and it seems to be an interesting bit of Guards history. Interesting to think that when the Guards 
marched around the Tidewater area in 1781, they were treading the same ground as men of their Regiments had done 
over 100 years before. 
 
 That got me to looking further. From The Origin and History of the First or Grenadier Guards, by Lt. 
Gen Sir F. W. Hamilton, KCB, London 1874 (I have an original set in very fragile, but readable condition),  
Volume I (of 3), pg 201 “Expedition to Virginia” Disturbances, caused partly by the operation of the Navigation Act, 
and partly by other more or less arbitrary measures of taxation, had  been going on for some time in the colony of 
Virginia, headed by a man of the name of Bacon. The whole colony was in a state of rebellion, and upon the news 
reaching England at the end of September, 1676, the government determined, without loss of time, to send out a force to 
quell it. A battalion of one thousand men, in five companies of 200 men, with six sergeants and six corporals to each, 
was to form the expedition and Captain Herbert Jeffries of the King’s Regiment of Foot Guards, the senior officer not 
acting as major, received his commission on the 4th of October as lieutenant-colonel of this combined corps. Five 
hundred of the men were to be raised, by drafts from several regiments, viz., of seven men out of each of the twenty-four 
companies of the King’s Guards, to form the cadres of the first and second companies; the same number out of the 
several companies of the Coldstreams, the Duke of York’s, and Holland regiments, and of some of the garrison 
companies, to form the cadres of the third, fourth, and fifth companies respectively, and Captain Jeffries was empowered 
to raise 500 recruits to complete each company to its establishment.” 
 
 He goes on to name the officers assigned to the various companies and mentions the colours that were ordered 
for the companies of the detachment. Unfortunately, there is no information on just what the heck they actually DID with 
the men and the book goes into some other campaigns that were coming up in the Low Countries and Ireland.  
 



 

 
 
 The FIRST service of the Guards in America was in 1664, when, according to Second to None, The 
Coldstream Guards 1650-2000, ed. Julian Padget, Leo Cooper, Yorkshire, 2000, page 9: “In the same year (1664) 
came an intriguing incident when some fifty Coldstreamers took part in an expedition that was sent to fight the Dutch in 
North America. It was commanded by captain Robert Holmes of the Royal Navy and succeeded in capturing the capital 
of the Durch Settlement in North America, which was called New Amsterdam. Captain Holmes promptly re-named it 
New York in honour of the King’s brother, The Duke of York, and so it has remained ever since.” 
 
 So, the Guards have a long and rich history of service IN AMERICA which began before many of those 
plebeian Marching/Shire Regiments were even conceived! In the three volume history of the 1st/Grenadier Guards, 
the American Revolution is to be found about the middle of volume 2! We represent units who have a long and 
venerable tradition, and are the senior infantry regiments of the British forces. The Royal Artillery is the senior ground 
service and, of course, the Royal Navy is the senior service over all, but the Guards were making things happen and 
HOLDING the ground while defending the islands long before other regiments had their earliest beginnings. Be Proud! 
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“If you do not receive this, it must have miscarried, therefore I beg you write and let me know.” 
Sir Boyle Roche, 18th century Member of the Irish Parliament 

 

 
 

From: The Origin and History of the First or Grenadier Guards,  
by Lt. Gen Sir F. W. Hamilton, KCB, London 1874, vol I 


