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4th Company, Brigade of Guards 

  in America, LTD   

                      "Ye Olde Goate's Gazette"����

 
Affiliations: Brigade of the American Revolution, British Brigade, Southern Crown Forces 

  uardsmen: 225th - The Campaigns of 1781! The War is DECIDED in the South! 
2006 - - our Company’s 35th year of service to King George, III 

and our 9th anniversary as GUARDSMEN! 
July, 2006 
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A Note for sharing: “Dear Jay & Members of 4 th Coy, 
 
Thanks so much for the flowers, the folder of Email s, and especially for being 
Lonnie’s pallbearers. It meant a lot to our family and friends to have you involved in 
the funeral. Please make sure that all the guys kno w how much we appreciate their 
participation.    Sincerely, Sandra”  (Wetherington) 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! Jay Sheffer was selected for the Arlington Senior Babe Ruth All-Star team! 
 
CONGRATULATIONS! With the concurrence of the presen t cadre, Rich Manzano is advanced to 
Corporal effective June 25. He’s earned every bit o f it! We felt that he’s done enough as Acting 
Corporal that there really is no need to go through  the “Lance” phase. 
 
Unhappily, Lt. Geoff Sheffer has rejoined the Navy  – as bilge officer clearing floodwaters out of his own 
house in the wake of the heavy rains recently. Barb got a nasty cut while utilizing the “Fifer Cole fascine” 
method of blade handling with a carpet knife, but is on the mend. Get Well Barbara! 
 
AAR: BAR Southern Department School of Instruction.  This one was one of the best that I’ve attended. 
Guys, these SOIs are one of the most valuable benefits of BAR membership. A LOT of outstanding 
scholarship is presented at these schools. Usually, they are at neat historic sites, and Boykin’s Tavern was no 
exception. The sessions were great. I won’t go into detail here because the overview of them is still on the 
BAR website. We had excellent instruction, well presented, at a neat site, good fellowship, and they fed us 
very well! The special viewing of “Sweet Liberty” was a hoot! It was a good time. I was very disappointed with 
the lack of turnout by the 4th Coy. I know we all have lives outside of the company, but this kind of event not 
only deserves our support, but is a great learning experience as well. For those who are serious about 
learning 18th century material culture and want to pick up a lot of general and detailed information on many 
subjects, these schools are super! Most who attend one come back for more. They are WELL worth the time, 
effort, and expense to attend. 
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AAR: UTR  -  We won some SERIOUS bragging rights th is year, guys! I consider Roy Najecki’s 40 th 
Reg’t LI to be about the best all-around unit in AW I era reenacting, certainly the best there is up 
North. We went head-to-head with them in the drill competition and WON! We won both on rapidity of 
fire and on “style points,” as demonstrated by crow d appeal. WELL DONE GUARDSMEN!  
 
We got a neat little tin lantern and a bottle of Port as prizes. The QM has the lantern and I have the Port – 
which I’ll hold for an appropriate company occasion. There is no question that we had the best drill 
performance on the field. A couple of the volleys were kind of rough - - some folks got a little heavy on the 
trigger before the order was given, but overall, we looked good and performed quite well. We received a lot of 
compliments from spectators and some very valuable compliments from observers who are professional 
historians who knew what they were watching and what was important to look for. You did yourselves proud. 
 
The new blanket rolls with the hemp straps worked o ut very well.   

They are easy to carry and look really good. We need 
to do some tweaking on just how they are to be 
fastened to the hemp straps, but overall, our campaign 
kit just took a great leap forward.(Personally, I like the 
hemp rope better than any of the other tie materials I 
saw. We also got a good look at a knapsack made to 
the new BAR specs and found it to be a major 
improvement over the ones we were making in the old 
days. Cost of material will go down dramatically and 
labour will be significantly reduced in making them.  
 

Overall, the event was a good one. It started out kind of rough with a major thunder storm on Friday that got 
us pretty well soaked. There was major lightening that stuck a tree right next to a building where some of us 
were taking cover on the porch. It was like an artillery shell hitting – pieces of tree flying everywhere. Ugly. 
The weather was a bit more moderate than what we’ve experienced lately – actually not as hot as usual. The 
OPFOR was not as aggressive as in the past, so guard duty was not as onerous as it has been (either than 
or they were getting contraband by us by the ton!). I’ve not seen an AAR on the guard mounts yet, but we did 
get one of the deserters on the first watch. The Officers Mess meals on Saturday and Sunday lived up to 
expectations with superb cooking and presentation. Brian Lewis’ musick, as always, added a fantastic 
ambiance to the meal. 
 
Dinner at Christiana Campbell’s was wonderful. Thanks to Christjan Gaudio and SGP for getting it 
coordinated. They always do a great job. 
 
It was really neat to have Dickie Winchester and David Scouller in the field with us. Having troops who 
actually sound British was very pleasant. It was a very congenial weekend with a lot of good troops. We also 
had a good deal of civilian support that allowed us to be more aggressive in our pursuit of the dastardly 
Doodles. Brian was one of our passive intelligence gatherers as he roamed about town and listened to the 
chit-chat in the taverns. Our “Commissary of Captures” – Pat O’Kelley, Bert Puckett, and Isaac Ragussa – 
who are usually rabid Rebels, were the “active” intelligence gatherers, as well as providing additional 
interdiction of Doodle activities. They made some powerful busts of smugglers. Well done, guys! 
 
Special mention goes to the wives.  Jane Manzano did a good bit of work with the “Followers of the Army” 
program with her writing classes and letter writing. Almost all the ladies got involved in cooking – serving – 
cleaning up after the Officers Mess. There was a lot of sewing in preparation for the event (my own Deb 
made up the complete outfits for Jack’s lady friend in the weeks before UTR). Mrs. Winchester was of 
tremendous help when a Doodle female insurgent prof essed to speak no English, only French.  
Between Mrs. Winchester and Fifer Cole, both of whom have knowledge of that vulgar tongue, we were able 
to prove that she was NOT a native French-speaker - - BUSTED! All the ladies were performing many 
support activities for the benefit of the company. If I try to list all that they did, I’ll miss something important, so 
I won’t try. THANK YOU, LADIES!  

 



 

 
 
History being made – sort of. Or – more English stu pidity from government towards their military: 
 

SGP submits: This from the AP.......... Brit Guards' Bearskin Hats May Be Banned  
  

http://www.ajc.com/news/content/shared-gen/ap/Europe/Britain_Royal_Bearskin-image.html 
 
British soldiers in tall bearskin hats stand at attention as the Red Arrows fly past Buckingham Palace in this 
Saturday, June 17, 2006 file photo in London. Conservative lawmaker Ann Widdecombe's call to ban the 
Canadian black bearskins worn by royal guards is gathering support. Five army regiments wear the foot-tall 
black hats _ the Grenadier, Welsh, Irish, Scots and Coldstream Guards _ who guard Buckingham Palace in 
central London and other royal sites. (AP Photo/Chris Young, Pool) 
 
By KATIE FRETLAND  
Associated Press Writer 
 
LONDON  A British lawmaker is gathering support for his call to ban the towering bearskin hats worn for 
almost 200 years by the red-coated soldiers who guard the country's royal palaces. 
 
The motion, introduced by Labour party lawmaker Chris Mullin in March, declares the hats made from the fur 
of Canadian black bears "have no military significance and involve unnecessary cruelty." 
 
Conservative lawmaker Ann Widdecombe has now urged her party to support the motion aimed at replacing 
the bearskins with artificial substitutes. 
 
"Black bears, who are intelligent and curious animals, are slaughtered in Canada so that their skins may be 
used for ceremonial hats," Widdecombe wrote in a letter to her party colleagues on Thursday. 
 
Widdecombe's letter was obtained by The Associated Press on Tuesday (June 20). 
 
So far, 180 of 646 lawmakers in the House of Commons have signed the motion. 
 
On Sunday, about 100 animal rights activists staged a naked demonstration in London to protest against the 
hats. 
 
The royal guards who wear the foot-tall black bearskin hats, bright red tunics and white gloves are one of the 
most recognizable symbols of Britain. Tourists flock to Buckingham Palace, the queen's London home, to 
watch the traditional Changing of the Guard ceremony. 
 
An army spokesman said officials have been searching for an alternative and 
have tested a false fur that was hot and tended to matte in rainy weather, 
durable and rich bearskin is preferred. 
 
The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity in line with department policy, 
said the army also strives to repair instead of replace its 2,500 hats. 
 
"Not a single bear is killed (solely) to make a bearskin hat," the army 
spokesman said. "Both governments in the United States and Canada have 
policies to keep the bear population under control." 
 
Canadian black bears are not an endangered species. 
 
The Defense Ministry buys 50 to 100 bearskin pelts a year to outfit its five 
regiments wearing them. One complete bearskin hat costs $1,197 and can last up to 40 years. 
 

Jay note: Did you catch the “no military significance” comment? Never mind tradition and pride of regiment – 
the politicos don’t understand that.  In the words of HRH, William Agustus, Duke of Cumberland: 

"The cheese parers, reformers, and other fertile geniuses know the cost of everything and the value of nothing" 
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2006 – The 225 th of 1781 - The Campaigns that decided  the War! 
UPCOMING EVENTS – 2006 

LEGEND: 
IF THE TEXT IS RED - major company event that we voted on and will support – MAJOR EFFORT 
IF THE TEXT IS GREEN - means some interest and we’ll be there 
Blue text is an event that is particularly interesting, but no decisions have been made. 

IF THE TEXT IS IN REGULAR FONT or Bold Black – means either new listing or very 
slight interest 
IF YOU SEE (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of Guards 
was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. 
IF YOU SEE: BAR or BARS, it is a BAR hosted, sanctioned, or supported event. BB 
means British Brigade 
******************************************** 
National organization web sites have other event listings:  Brigade of the American 
Revolution: http://www.brigade.org  
British Brigade’s Website at: http://www.britishbrigade.org 
 

2006 – The Campaigns of 1781! 
The “Big Three” for the British Brigade: 

22, 23 July – Grand Forage, Ward Pound Ridge, NY 
19 – 22 Oct – YORKTOWN (Some controversy – stay tuned) 

 
The BAR Southern Dep’t planning calendar:  

 
  July 15, 16 Green Spring 225th – Williamsburg Winery 
  Sept 8, 9 Fanning Raid 225th Hillsborough, NC 
 
EVENT LIST (Note: Listings are for the consideration of our troops. A listing here does NOT, I say again, 

NOT mean that we have selected it as one that we will be attending in force. Look for the colour code for that!): 
 
July 15, 16 - Battle of Green Spring 225th  (BARS) (GUARDS – last big “field battle” of the WAR!)We’ve had 
enough interest that I have registered the company for this one. Will be GOOD!! The battle site is the Williamsburg 
Winery – just a few miles outside of the historic area near Jamestown. Same organizers as for Charleston, so you know 
to bring plenty of powder for it! NOTE: It WILL be hot – in action and in Fahrenheit! They will be charging admission 
with part of the proceeds going to battlefield preservation. This event is going to raise funds for purchasing 198-acres of 
battlefield that is currently in private hands.  They are working with the Trust for Public Land, James City County, and 
other agencies to make sure this land becomes a park rather than developments.  They even had Don Troiani donate one 
of his prints to raffle off for fundraising! For more info: http://www.battleofgreenspring.org/ 
 
Aug 31 – Sep 3 Parker’s Ferry, SC  On the 31st of August 1781 Gen. Marion prepared an ambush for Major  Fraser's 
South Carolina Loyalists at Parker's Ferry outside of  Charlestown, South Carolina. Beginning the 31st of August 2006 
thru  3 September, The Colleton County Historical and Preservation Society is hosting the 225th Anniversary of that 
historic Battle. All units and sutlers are welcome. For a schedule of events and registration go to: 

www.colletonhistoryandpreservation.com/parkers.html 
 
Sep 2, 3 (Labour Day weekend) – Eutaw Springs, SC. One of the bloodiest battles of the war. 
 
Sep 8, 9 Fanning’s Raid on Hillsborough (225th BARS). Details were in the November and December “Gazettes” 
 
Sep 7 – 10 (This conflicts with the BARS event at Hillsboro but I’m including it for information). With the  
help of the staff we (event organizers) have been given the use of the historic Newbold-White House in Hertford, NC. 
We are have lots of great things planned as well as events going on in the town of Hertford. If you would like more 
information you can see our website http://www.geocities.com/nbwhevent/index.html 



 

 
 
 
October 7, 8 – BRITISH ONLY event at Magnolia Plantation (where we fought the main fights for the Battles of 
Charleston). More to come. 
 
October 18 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) The web page for the 225th of the Siege of Yorktown is up 
at www.siegeofyorktown.org .  Currently, there is basic event information such as dates and general highlights.  In 
the coming months, a full schedule of events, registration information, etc. will be posted. CHANGE: We WILL be 
rolling our own cartridges! We’ll be given guidelines and will make them up in bundles and deliver them at 
registration to be issued out during the event. NPS rules. More as we get it from the BAR. We’ll be camping on 
National Park Service grounds in Yorktown (in the town proper – Doodles in the outer works) so we cannot have 
our own powder on the park.  
 

AND, the YORKTOWN VICTORY BALL 225th Anniversary Oct ober 2006 
See the April Gazette for details. 

 
Nov 4, 5 Camden Field Days – back to the normal time and date. Daily battles, Guy Fawkes extravaganza, tavern 
frolic, jollification, etc., will gently ease you back into the old routines. The usual amenities (wood, bedding straw) will 
inspire cozy evenings around the campfire guaranteed to encourage heated debates a/o swapping of tales pertaining to 
arduous campaign trails you have left. Folks, this one is ALWAYS fun! Yeah – okay – so the Guards weren’t there. 
WE can still have a good time. 
 
Dec 2, 3 British Night Watch, St. Augustine Florida – This is always a good party event to end the season. It’s been 
many years since our company was represented there. Yes – a long trip for all of us, especially the Northern VA platoon, 
but if you plan some vacation time, it’s a worthwhile one. St. Augustine is a neat town with a LOT of history and is 
worth a trip – not a bad place to be in the winter-time. They are building towards a 225th styled event in 2007, 
commemorating the influx of troops from the Carolinas in 1782. There are some rumblings about a 225th of the Siege of 
Pensacola as well – but it’s getting a bit late to plan anything serious. 
 

2007 Events in the Planning Stages: 
 

March 17 - 18,  2007: Guilford Courthouse Annual Commemoration Same time; same place; same scenario (maybe 
a few interesting extras – stay tuned!). 
 
May 5, 6, 2007, for a regional sized event at Jerusalem Mills, just 20 minutes outside of Baltimore, MD, 10 minutes off 
of I-95.  Here is the web link to the event site:     http://www.jerusalemmill.org/index.html 
 
May 19, 20 Scotchtown (Home of Patrick Henry, just north of Richmond off of I-95 near King’s Dominion). 
BARS – mark your calendars. This is a really neat site – we did a couple of events there several years ago. I remember 
the look on the face of one of the docents when I walked through the house, saying nothing, and at the end of the tour, 
looked to my Serjeant and simply said: “Burn it!” I thought she was going to have a litter of kittens. This is a good 
location for most of us and is easy to get to. Here is the event plan thus far, according to Todd Post, who will be 
coordinating it: Mustering of the Hanover Independent Company at Scotchtown. 
 
The spring of 1775 was a turbulent time in Virginia following a series of events that would ultimately result in the 
conflict that  started in Massachusetts at Lexington and Concord to spread to Virginia. 
 
On April 21, the infamous "Gunpowder Incident" sparked a chain of events which would make Patrick Henry an outlaw 
and the royal governor an exile on a Royal Navy warship.  Following the removal of publicly owned gunpowder by 
British Marines from the Magazine in Williamsburg, Virginians held a "council of war" in Fredericksburg to   
decide how to react. 
 
On May 2, Patrick Henry musters the Hanover Independent Company and marches on Williamsburg and is met by 
members of Lord Dunmore's governor's council on May 4 who negotiates a settlement by paying £330 for the 
gunpowder and Henry's company marches home.  Still, on May 8 the governor pronounces Henry an outlaw but instead 
of apprehending him, takes his family and flees to the protection of a British warship, where he spend the next several 
months planning to reassert the authority of the Crown in Virginia. 
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To interpret these events, the BAR Southern Department will be hosting an event May 19-20, 2007 at Patrick Henry's 
Scotchtown, which is approximately 30 miles north and west of Richmond VA and is administered by Association for 
the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities (APVA). 
 
Since the war was largely a "New England thing" at this point of 1775, we're going to take a slight twist with interpreting 
this event.  All participants are encouraged to attend in civilian clothing, representing: the Hanover Independent 
Company (an extralegal volunteer military organization that was captained by Patrick Henry and raised locally) to 
demonstrating the military preparations Virginians were taking at this time by drilling, etc.; part of the plantation's 
workforce or local neighbors (Scotchtown is making their kitchen available to those interested in period hearth   
cooking); or Loyalist neighbors, come to express their concern about current events and keep their eye on the 
"troublemakers". 
 
In some regards the event will serve as a combination of a "school of the soldier" (with the Hanover Independent 
Company focusing on drilling throughout the weekend) and civilian-focused event, with some good interpretive 
opportunities mixed in.  After the public leaves Saturday, we'll of course have time for socializing "period style" with 
drink, music and dancing. 
 
Details will develop closer to the event date, but I wanted to get as much information as we have available out and make 
people aware of what's in the works! 

- - - - - - - 
Now – as you can see, this is a civilian/militia type event. Some of us have that kind of outfit. Others do not. 
If you wish to attend, we’ll see what we can borrow. Be thinking about it. 

 
June 9 and 10, 2007: Bordentown, New Jersey – This WILL be a British Brigade and Continental Line biggie for the 
’07 season. The last time that they held an event there, it was the stuff of legends. Mark your calendars! They have a website 
up and running now: www.battleofbordentown.com  
 
August 25 – 26, 230th Anniversary of the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge (BAR) 
 (The only AWI battle fought in Delaware). Brandywine State Park near Wilmington DE – not far from most of the 
NoVa platoon! The BAR National Board voted to make it part of the Main Department schedule for 2007.  See 
www.battleofcoochsbridge.org for details.  Though in the Main Department, it is only about 100 miles from the borders 
of the Southern Department and Southern troops participated in it (Virginia and North Carolina Continentals). 
Sep 8, 9 Rock Ford Plantation – Lots of talk – little detail thus far. 
 
October 5 – 7, 2007 – RETURN TO TRYON PALACE for their “Home School Days” More to 
come – we’ve got a year and a half to plan for it. Mark your 2007 calendars now! (Note: This is also the 
proposed date of a big event at Saratoga. We’ll need to make up our minds early!) 
 
2008 – Whitpain – the “dry” sequel! More to come. 

 
“Good enough – ISN’T!” “Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!” 

 
Historical Notes: The Rudiments 
of War – The June issue started 
this series, transcribed by Gerry 
Orvis of the Royal Highland 
Regiment – and described where 
he found it. We began with the 
Duties of a Serjeant. Now: 
Section XXIV  
Duty of a Corporal  

Style Points - Note the firelock dress 
and leg angles. Well DONE! 



 

 
 
 The Corporals are to take the orderly Duty among them, the same as the Serjeants; and are to assist them on 
every Service, and on all Occasions, in preserving good Order and Sobriety among the Men, to compel them to appear 
clean and properly dressed at all Times, and to parade them for Duty.  In some Regiments, the orderly Corporals deliver 
the Morning Report of their Companies to the Commanding Officer of it, instead of the orderly Serjeant. 
 
 It is a Corporal's Business to march every Party for Duty regularly to the Parade, and deliver them over to the 
Serjeant-Major; to whom he is responsible as well as the orderly Serjeant, for every deficiency in their Appearance. 
 
 No Corporal is to exchange his Duty without Leave from the Serjeant-Major and Adjutant, the Commanding 
Officer of his Company, and the Commanding Officer of his Regiment; nor suffer a Soldier to exchange his Duty 
without Leave of the Commanding Officer of his Company. 
 
 Upon Guard, the eldest Corporal, supposing there are two, takes Account of  the Men as they are numbered, 
and goes the short Relief; the other takes the longest Relief; and they are both to be careful in delivering the exact 
Orders and the Countersign to the Sentries. 
 
 A Corporal should be able to write, in order to supply the Place of a Serjeant in his Absence. 
 
 When any Soldier is sick, the Corporal should immediately report him to the orderly Serjeant or Commanding 
Officer, and not wait till the Man chuse to be reported.  (General Wolfe) 
 
 A Corporal of a Guard is to take the Charge of the Guard-Room, with all the Furniture and Utensils belonging 
to it.  He must receive it clean, and with every Thing in good Order, since is responsible for delivering it over again in 
the same Manner, and will be obliged to make good whatever is lost or spoiled. 
 
 The Stoppage from a Corporal is to be Nine-pence per Week, and no more, except ordered by a Court Martial.  
(Duke of Cumberland, June 16, 1746) 
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The “Water Angel” in action. Frau Speer of vonBose with her water and lemonaid cart. 
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Style Points! As the 4 th Coy let’s fly a Ripping Volley 

during the competition. They took 1 st place over the 40 th 
LI and the MD Loyalists. 

 


