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4th Company, Brigade of Guards 

  in America, LTD   

                      "Ye Olde Goate's Gazette"����

 
Affiliations: British Brigade, Brigade of the American Revolution, Southern Crown Forces 

  uardsmen: 225th - The Campaigns of 1781! The War is DECIDED in the South! 
The 1st Regiment of Foot Guards, now the Grenadier Guards, is 350 Years old this year! 

2006 - - our Company’s 35th year of service to King George, III 
and our 9th anniversary as GUARDSMEN! 

June, 2006 
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The Passing of Guardsman Lonnie Wetherington 
November 16, 1944 – May 17, 2006 

On May 17, we received the devastating news that Guardsman Lonnie 
Wetherington had passed from this life due to a massive stroke. Lonnie was one 
of the “originals” who formed the company back in 1971. He was one of those 
people that everyone instantly liked, one who was generous to a fault. The 
memories: A yellow Volkswagon “Beetle” with a HUGE cask strapped to the top; 
the man who was always late getting his gaiters buttoned; the man who, when the 
company needed a drummer – became one; sewing drummer’scoat lace on the 
plane all the way to England; the Leek Stew; the eternal optimist; the friend and 
comrade.   He is already much missed. 
 
On May 20th, Lonnie was laid to rest in a beautiful and meaningful service. The 
company was represented by ten of us who acted as pallbearers and honour guard. 
The family was most appreciative of our efforts to not only take part in the funeral 
but also for the bouquet, for our general support, and for our efforts in putting 
together the funeral party. More on that later. Suffice it to say that the members of 
the company can be very proud of the manner in which our men and ladies 
responded to demonstrate our sincere affection for Lonnie and to do all that we 
could to support the family and bring some solace to his friends. 
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One of Lonnie’s legacies is the 4 th Company. He was always one to pick up after any ad versity and 
move on with a smile, so now we shall do as he woul d do and go to happier Company news! 

Many thanks to all who took part in the funeral. You did the company PROUD! 
Special thanks go to Jane Manzano for making the mourning armbands for the 

funeral party. That was a lot of work on short notice. 
AAR: 

The funeral was attended by: 
 Captain Jay Callaham Coordinator and Honourary Pallbearer 
 Lt. Geoff Sheffer  Commanded the Pallbearer detachment 
  Sjt Ted Sahlin  Honour Guard 
  Cpl Tony Vanderbeek Honour Guard 
  Sjt Ray Cassell  Active Pallbearer 
  Pvts: Rich Manzano Active Pallbearer 
   Michael Galus Active Pallbearer 
   TJ Vanderbeek  Active Pallbearer 
   Lloyd Morris Active Pallbearer 
   Ed Niven  Active pallbearer 
 
 Additional Honourary Pallbearers were: 
   Captain John Durham, 33d Reg’t 
   Pvt. James Taylor, 76th Reg’t 
Also attending “in mufti” were inactive former company members Dick Goettel, 
former RSM, 23rd Reg’t, and Dennis Moore, former Fusilier, 23rd Reg’t. Dick’s wife 
Pat, and Dennis’ girlfriend were also there. 
 
Deb Callaham, Daphne Sahlin, and Jane Manzano, from the Coy, also attended. 

 
We arrived at the church preparing to perform a number of tasks since we didn’t really know just 
what role we were to play. The family had asked us to come in uniform because Lonnie’s 
participation with the Company was their biggest single set of memories of him. We were preparing 
to do a full honour guard, firing volleys, or whatever was asked of us that we could do. We were 
asked to provide pallbearers. I asked Sjt Sahlin and Cpl Vanderbeek to act as an honour guard 
prior to the service as the coffin was in state in the narthex of the church. They were at “Mourn 
Arms” as families and friends entered. It was impressive, and we received many favorable comments. 
Lt. Geoff Sheffer was put in charge of the Active Pallbearers and they did a very professional job 
of it in the church and at the cemetery. I’m sure Lonnie looked down upon it with pride. 
 

The Company has commenced a period of mourning for Lonnie 
A black arm band will be worn on the uniform on the left arm between the elbow and wrist until 

August 17 (including the BAR SOI, UTR, Green Spring). Swords will have black ribbon on the hilts. 
 

This particular honor was usually reserved for officers to perform, but for Lonnie it is felt that 
the whole company should express our feelings. He was special. 

 
During UTR, where we must be “in period” – when asked why we’re all wearing them, simply 

mention the horrific losses suffered by the Guards at Guilford Courthouse. 
 



 

 
 

 
Lonnie left a great legacy in the 4 th Company. He was a founder and contributed greatly during his 35 
years of service. One of the things that so marked him as a person was his eternal optimism and his 

ability to take any adversity and make a joke, turn  on a smile, pick up and move on.  
In that spirit we go to more happy news within the company. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Cpl Punishment – aka Tony Vander beek on his election to the office of 
“Grand Knight” of his Council of the Knights of Col umbus. He needed more work to do.  
 
Welcome BACK  to the Company – Jack Callaham, III.  My son, Jack, was a fixture in our camp for many 
years. He is now a senior at UNC-G with a semester to go. He’s an accomplished musician in voice and with 
the flute, alto-flute, and piccolo. He is taking the King’s Shilling as a Drummer (Fifer – Rct) and hopes to be in 
kit sufficient to perform with us at UTR. He will be kitting out as a musician of the 1st Guards. Welcome back!  
 

 
The troops and followers of 4th Coy extend our sincerest thanks to the Officers, NCOs, and Fusiliers 

of the 23rd Regiment of Foot, The Royal Welch Fusiliers in America. 
 

Immediately upon learning of Lonnie’s passing, Major Ken Siegel, Officer Commanding, issued the 
following order (extract): 

Gentlemen, 
 
Regarding the death of former Fusilier Lonnie Wetherington - - - I have sent a standing floral arrangement to the 
funeral home from the regiment. Lonnie was a true gentleman, and a great friend. 
 
We will wear black arm bands at Southbury, Greenspring, and Pound Ridge and there will be a memorial ceremony 
at Pound Ridge. 
 
I have also sent a personal letter to Lonnie's wife, Sandra. 
 
Best regards,                                                                                                         
 
Ken (Siegel, 23rd Reg’t of Foot, the Royal Welch Fusiliers in America) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 Guardsmen: I cannot remember another time when TWO different units went into mourning for 
an individual. Lonnie rates it! He had served as one of the original founders of this company in the 

23d from 1971 until 1996. He became a founder of the 4th Company in that year and was one of 
those who participated in the final meeting where it was determined to become a company of the 

Guards. He served both units faithfully and it is fitting that he be remembered by all. 

His passing leaves a void, but also many fond memories. 

Again, Ken and troops and followers of the 23rd Reg’t, Thank you. 
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Welcome to the Company – Brian Lewis and his partne r, 
Laura Buchwald, musicians. Brian’s bio notes: “ Here’s some 
info for you about Laura and I.... Laura graduated from American Univ. 
She is a foreign-service officer for the State Dept. She has played the 
violin since the age of about 8. She played with the Phil. Youth 
Orchestra, Alexandria Symphony in her "classical music career. In the 
last 7 or so years, she took a fancy to Celtic music and that is how we 
came to meet. I'm a graduate from Mich. State Univ. I've been a "semi-
professional" musician for about 25 years, mostly Celtic music with some 
18th century. Re-enactor for about 30 years. I am an ESL teacher as well 
as a massage therapist. Last year was my first time being on the English 
side and really enjoyed it! It must have been the hospitality of the 4th 
Coy! Last winter we had the insane idea of starting an 18th century 
music/living history performance group called "Syllabub!"  When we are 
not performing we really look forward with participating with the 4th 
Coy. We have put Green Springs and Yorktown on the calendar so far. 
YES we will join you for Sat. Night at Christina's...but then we will go 
down to play at Chowning's for some mischief.” 
 
Brian and Laura will be civilian “followers” to the  company at UTR, Green Spring and future events. 

Give a big welcome when you have the opportunity.   
 

AARs: May 13 – Northern Platoon Drill at Sully SGP reports:  Sir , 
My brief observations of yesterday's drill before I trudge off to work.  I invite correction from other attendees.  
This is, maybe, a foundation of Gazette input.  I know with my work sked until 5 June this is all I will be 
writing. 
  
1.  Very nice weather made the drill more pleasant, not too hot at all.  Everyone reported on time (I wasn't 
wearing a watch).  Leftenant Sheffer in command.  Cpl Vanderbeek assembled the squad and went right to 
work.  In ranks were Cpl Vanderbeek, Gdsmn Manzano, Galus and Recruit Winchester.  I concerned myself 
with James Boozell.  I was able to assemble enough uniform items that, save for a very  disreputable hat, he 
was fully & correctly clothed.  (Please do get him a hat worthy of a Guard's Drummer - Captain / LtCol 
Hatter!).  James is a most competent drummer but we were MUCH hindered by the fact that although I 
ordered a B.A.R. CD of music instruction for him on the 2d May, it has not arrived yet.  We desperately need 
this for him to be at all ready for the occupation of Williamsburg.  If you can call someone & light a fire it will 
go a long way toward giving you a drummer.  James Boozell now has the uniform and drum in his 
possession.  He is very serious about this and has embraced the ideals of a Guardsman lock, stock and 
barrel.  I loaned him a pair of trousers, once the property of Mr. Tatum. They fit quite well, but James first 
reaction was, "When can I get new ones?  These aren't good enough for the Guards drummer."  Such was 
his outlook towards everything.  He was especially solicitous towards the drum itself.  He recognized he was 
working with a top drawer instrument and wants to preserve it in pristine condition.  It must be observed the 
musician's coat is a tad tight on Mr Boozell's chest and arms.  He is s serious weight lifter and there is a lot of 
muscle there.  Were he ever called on to do his other drummer's duties, it would go quite badly for the 
offender.  Otherwise he is already a strong asset to the 4 COY. 
  
2. Cpl Vanderbeek began the drill with wooden drivers in Firelocks.  By the 2d period of drill the Guards 
consistently  shot off consistently cracking good volleys.  Actually save for one or two exceptions it sounded 
like "one weapon delivering",  not 4, according to Lftnt Sheffer.  Very well done, but it was only 4 out of about 
18 usually active muskets. So we have no laurels on which to rest yet.  PLEASE contact the administrators of 
UTR and get permission for us to practice a few live fires before the actual competition at UTR as we did last 
year.  "Train the way you will fight" is a good credo and has brought us past victory, let's keep it up. 
  
3.  Hair dressing remains a problem. 
  
 



 

 
 
4.  Quite noteworthy is attendance by Goodwife Manzano in fetching garb.  She has been energetic in her 
ministrations to Goodwives WINCHESTER & SCOULLER, who also reported on Saturday morning!  These 
ladies took all their planning for the occupation of Williamsburg  several measures further and got a  quick 
glimpse at what their husbands do / will be doing at Williamsburg.  Young Wulf Scouller (circa 8 ? years of 
age) also was able to fire a shot from old D-1 and he was almost speechless.  His older sister seems to have 
absented herself quite diplomatically from the weapons familiarization period! ( Goodwife Winchester is 
reported to have also received familiarization training).  We owe Jane Manzano a great deal for all her 
dedication to getting "Williamsburg" for the Ladies organized, she in all her spare time has also helped Mrs 
Sahlin upgrade her impression measurably AND is known to be working hard with Mrs. Sheffer to fashion 
several more garments of various types. 
  
5.  Drummer Cole is available on 10th June for training.  It is our plan to have the music meet on that day and 
go over  plans for UTR.  Enthusiasm at the drill was abundant such that another quick session may be  
brought together before the occupation of Williamsburg. 
  
6.  There will be a lot of work to do Friday evening after arrival in Williamsburg.  I plan to have festivity 
material available in my room at the lodging such that all members will assemble, enjoy a libation and work 
their kit hard, so that our Saturday morning refulgence is unparalled. 
  
"Never mind the powder!  Bring plenty of Hoffco!" 
 
 

 
  
To: Captain Jay Callaham 
  
Subject to the approval of the Board of Officers of The British Brigade, The Coldstream Guards, 4th Co'y The 
Brigade of Guards are hereby approved for full membership in The British Brigade having been nominated for 
membership by the 23rd Regiment of Foot (RWF) and the 33rd Regiment of Foot. 
  
Your unit name will be posted on the British Brigade web site and included in the Army Manual.  
  
By return email please send your unit's mailing address, URL, and official email address. You will be receiving 
an invoice for unit membership in the British Brigade shortly. Membership dues are $1 per uniformed soldier 
with a minimum dues of $25. 
  
Congratulations and best wishes. 
  
By Order of the Commanding Officer 
  
I am, Sir, 
        Your Most Obedient Servant 
  
 Col Richard E Amsterdam 
Adjutant-General 
THE BRITISH BRIGADE 
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Well - things do have a way of gaining a life of their own. In preparation for making our formal application to the 
British Brigade, I contacted a number of friends in various units of the Brigade to solicit their support. The Gazette for 
May said that, without objection from our members, I would start the application process after May 20. I received this 
note on May 13th.  It seems that on being notified of our interest to affiliate with the BB, several of our friends 
immediately jumped in and offered enthusiastic sponsorships, so we have been accepted as full members without having 
to go through the usual waiting/probationary period. We had sufficient support from major British Brigade units and 
have performed well enough as part of the other Guards organizations at British Brigade events in the past that they saw 
no need for that formality. They know us to be a quality unit. Some of those units were:  23d and 10th Reg’ts up north, 
Radford Polinsky's STERLING recommendation from the CA 33d, along with several from our comrades here in the 
South, as well as the other Guards in the BB. That level of support speaks VOLUMES as to how our level of 
professionalism is respected in the reenacting community. We have a great synergy and it shows. One of my favorite 
responses came from the British Brigade Master Gunner: “Jay, I know I'm a bit slow on the up-take with this but I 
would like to say that it’s about damn time!!!!  Good to have you aboard.” Mark Crosby 
  
I recommend, strongly, that all of you peruse the British Brigade website: http://www.britishbrigade.org/  Pay 
particular attention to the link to their “Army Manual.”  Also, read through the "Standing Orders" and "Colour 
Ceremony" as they drive BB performance in the field. We not only want to be a part of the team, but to also be the best 
players on the field! There is a lot of good information on their website and those of you in training for leadership 
positions particularly need to become familiar with them. Their informational publication is The Gorget and back issues 
are archived on the site. 
 
We have, of course, been assigned with the other Guards units to the Union Brigade for battlefield organization. 
  

This fantastic response has been the result of a great deal of work by all of you. WELL DONE!  
Thank you. 

 

2006 – The 225 th of 1781 - The Campaigns that decided  the War! 
UPCOMING EVENTS – 2006 

LEGEND: 
IF THE TEXT IS RED - major company event that we voted on and will support – MAJOR EFFORT 
IF THE TEXT IS GREEN - means some interest and we’ll be there 
Blue text is an event that is particularly interesting, but no decisions have been made. 

IF THE TEXT IS IN REGULAR FONT or Bold Black – means either new listing or very 
slight interest 
IF YOU SEE (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of Guards 
was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. 
IF YOU SEE: BAR or BARS, it is a BAR hosted, sanctioned, or supported event. BB 
means British Brigade 
******************************************** 
National organization web sites have other event listings:  Brigade of the American 
Revolution: http://www.brigade.org  
British Brigade’s Website at: http://www.britishbrigade.org 
 

2006 – The Campaigns of 1781! 
The “Big Three” for the British Brigade: 

22, 23 July – Grand Forage, Ward Pound Ridge, NY 
19 – 22 Oct – YORKTOWN (Some controversy – stay tuned) 

 
The BAR Southern Dep’t planning calendar:  

 
  June 3, 4, School of Instruction –Isle of Wight County, VA 
  July 15, 16 Green Spring 225th – Williamsburg Winery 
  Sept 8, 9 Fanning Raid 225th Hillsborough, NC 



 

 
 
 
EVENT LIST (Note: Listings are for the consideration of our troops. A listing here does NOT, I say again, 

NOT mean that we have selected it as one that we will be attending in force. Look for the colour code for that!): 
 
June 3, 4, 2006 BAR Southern Department School of Instruction, Boykin’s Tavern, Isle of Wight County, VA 
(near Smithfield – just over the ferry from Jamestown). These are always excellent events. The BAR schools 
always attract very knowledgeable presenters who invariably have interesting subject matter. The site is near 
Smithfield VA (home of the famous hams) and is an area steeping in history. Boykin’s Tavern is a fascinating 
historic site. Here is the latest word on this event from the organizer: 
 
Boykin Tavern is very enthused about hosting the school. A tentative schedule follows: 
 
Saturday, 3 June 2006 
 
9:00 AM Welcome, introductions 
 
9:15-10:30 AM    "...And for the further security of the inhabitants of this colony..." The historic and recreated Virginia 
State Navy of the American Revolution.  
Presented by Howard Helmer and Rob Friar, this talk will focus on the history of the State Navy established by the 
Virginia convention in 1775 to protect its waterways from privateers and the Royal Navy, and describe the recreated 
unit's research to-date in establishing this new group. 
 
10:45-12:00 PM   Mapping the Revolution: Presented by Scott Smith, Department of the Geographer, Army of the 
United States. Learn about the tactical and strategic missions of British and Continental cartographers during the war, as 
well as their tools and techniques.  
 
12:00 – 1:30 PM   Lunch 
 
1:30 – 2:45 PM  Engineering the Siege at Yorktown.  Presented by Scott Smith and Todd Post, this session will explore 
the roles of the technical branches of the Continental Army in the October 1781 investment at Yorktown. Featured will 
be the Corps of Engineers, Corps of Sappers & Miners, and Geographer's Department and how these men directed a 
textbook example of 18th century siege warfare.  
 
3:00 – 4:15 PM  Musick Presented by Robbie Wnukowski 
 
4:30 PM BAR Southern Department Board Meeting 
Dinner on Your Own 
 
7:30 Movie Night at the Tavern – Sweet Liberty (You NEED to see this before watching “The Patriot” ever again!) 
 
Sunday, 4 June 2006 
 
8:45 Tour of Boykin Tavern by staff 
 
10:00 – 11:00 Building an Event Presented by Todd Post, 2d Virginia 
 
11:00 – 12:00  Some Thoughts on Dirt.  Presented by Holly Winchell, this will be a closer look at one of the issues 
raised in last year's presentation on modern peoples' observations about wearing historic clothes: cleanliness, or the lack 
thereof.  How much dirt, filth, and grime is enough?  
 
12:00 – 1:00 TBA 
Guys, Doyle Sapp, 2d VA,  has put a lot of work into getting this program together for the benefit of all of us. 
We’ve got a LOT on our plate in June and July, but this is not a terribly long distance for most of us and we need 
to support it as heavily as possible – even if only for one day -  with our attendance and with volunteerism. 
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June 23 - 25  UTR – 225th (GUARDS) I’d like for us to really pull out the stops for UTR. Lt. Sheffer is in charge 
or coordinating our participation. They have re-shuffled the schedule a little bit and made some changes. Details may 
be found on the website at: http://home.earthlink.net/~colscoy/UTR.html  
 
Of NOTE:  Jane Manzano of the 4th Company, Brigade of Guards, will once again teach school on Sunday 
morning. Each unit is requested to send their children and at least one adult member over to the big tree near North 
England Street to get some readin', writin', and 'rithmetic. Also, as a special service to your unit members who may be 
serving overseas in the Armed Forces, Jane is willing to write "letters home" for soldiers who "cannot write" themselves. 
Colonial Williamsburg has willingly offered to pay postage for the letters to be sent. So please bring along the APO 
addresses of your members who have put themselves in harm's way. 
 
Also: Brian and Laura Lewis will be providing musick throughout the weekend. We’ll have some other friends 
along as well. More later. 
 

Many thanks to all those who will be putting forth additional efforts in the educational activities outside of our 
normal camp duties. 

 
These dates give us a couple or three weeks to cool down and polish up before: 

 
July 15, 16 - Battle of Green Spring 225th  (BARS) (GUARDS – last big “field battle” of the WAR!)We’ve had 
enough interest that I have registered the company for this one. Will be GOOD!! The battle site is the Williamsburg 
Winery – just a few miles outside of the historic area near Jamestown. Same organizers as for Charleston, so you know 
to bring plenty of powder for it! NOTE: It WILL be hot – in action and in Fahrenheit! They will be charging admission 
with part of the proceeds going to battlefield preservation. This event is going to raise funds for purchasing 198-acres of 
battlefield that is currently in private hands.  They are working with the Trust for Public Land, James City County, and 
other agencies to make sure this land becomes a park rather than developments.  They even had Don Troiani donate one 
of his prints to raffle off for fundraising! For more info: http://www.battleofgreenspring.org/ 
 
Aug 31 – Sep 3 Parker’s Ferry, SC  On the 31st of August 1781 Gen. Marion prepared an ambush for Major  Fraser's 
South Carolina Loyalists at Parker's Ferry outside of  Charlestown, South Carolina. Beginning the 31st of August 2006 
thru  3 September, The Colleton County Historical and Preservation Society is hosting the 225th Anniversary of that 
historic Battle. All units and sutlers are welcome. For a schedule of events and registration go to: 

www.colletonhistoryandpreservation.com/parkers.html 
 
Sep 2, 3 (Labour Day weekend) – Eutaw Springs, SC. One of the bloodiest battles of the war. 
 
Sep 8, 9 Fanning’s Raid on Hillsborough (225th BARS). Details were in the November and December “Gazettes” 
 
October 7, 8 – BRITISH ONLY event at Magnolia Plantation (where we fought the main fights for the Battles of 
Charleston). More to come. 
 
October 18 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) The web page for the 225th of the Siege of Yorktown is up 
at www.siegeofyorktown.org .  Currently, there is basic event information such as dates and general highlights.  In 
the coming months, a full schedule of events, registration information, etc. will be posted. CHANGE: We WILL be 
rolling our own cartridges! We’ll be given guidelines and will make them up in bundles and deliver them at 
registration to be issued out during the event. NPS rules. More as we get it from the BAR. We’ll be camping on 
National Park Service grounds in Yorktown (in the town proper – Doodles in the outer works) so we cannot have 
our own powder on the park.  
 

AND, the YORKTOWN VICTORY BALL 225th Anniversary Oct ober 2006 
See the April Gazette for details. 

 
Nov 4, 5 Camden Field Days – back to the normal time and date. Daily battles, Guy Fawkes extravaganza, tavern 
frolic, jollification, etc., will gently ease you back into the old routines. The usual amenities (wood, bedding straw) will 
inspire cozy evenings around the campfire guaranteed to encourage heated debates a/o swapping of tales pertaining to 
arduous campaign trails you have left. Folks, this one is ALWAYS fun! Yeah – okay – so the Guards weren’t there. 
WE can still have a good time. 



 

 
 
 
Dec 2, 3 British Night Watch, St. Augustine Florida – This is always a good party event to end the season. It’s been 
many years since our company was represented there. Yes – a long trip for all of us, especially the Northern VA platoon, 
but if you plan some vacation time, it’s a worthwhile one. St. Augustine is a neat town with a LOT of history and is 
worth a trip – not a bad place to be in the winter-time. They are building towards a 225th styled event in 2007, 
commemorating the influx of troops from the Carolinas in 1782. There are some rumblings about a 225th of the Siege of 
Pensacola as well – but it’s getting a bit late to plan anything serious. 
 

2007 Events in the Planning Stages: 
 

March 17 - 18,  2007: Guilford Courthouse Annual Commemoration Same time; same place; same scenario (maybe 
a few interesting extras – stay tuned!). 
 
May 19, 20 Scotchtown (Home of Patrick Henry, just north of Richmond off of I-95 near King’s Dominion). 
BARS – mark your calendars. This is a really neat site – we did a couple of events there several years ago. I remember 
the look on the face of one of the docents when I walked through the house, saying nothing, and at the end of the tour, 
looked to my Serjeant and simply said: “Burn it!” I thought she was going to have a litter of kittens. This is a good 
location for most of us and is easy to get to. Let’s try to make it. 
 
June 9 and 10, 2007: Bordentown, New Jersey - Probably a British Brigade and Continental Line biggie for the ’07 
season. The last time that they held an event there, it was the stuff of legends. Mark your calendars! 
 
August 25 – 26, 230th Anniversary of the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge (BAR) 
 (The only AWI battle fought in Delaware). Brandywine State Park near Wilmington DE – not far from most of the 
NoVa platoon! The BAR National Board voted to make it part of the Main Department schedule for 2007.  See 
www.battleofcoochsbridge.org for details.  Though in the Main Department, it is only about 100 miles from the borders 
of the Southern Department and Southern troops participated in it (Virginia and North Carolina Continentals). 
Sep 8, 9 Rock Ford Plantation – Lots of talk – little detail thus far. 
 
October 5 – 7, 2007 – RETURN TO TRYON PALACE for their “Home School Days” More to 
come – we’ve got a year and a half to plan for it. Mark your 2007 calendars now! (Note: This is also the 
proposed date of a big event at Saratoga. We’ll need to make up our minds early!) 
 
2008 – Whitpain – the “dry” sequel! More to come. 

 
“Good enough – ISN’T!” “Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!” 

 
Historical Notes: The Rudiments of War - I’m going to start running this series for a few issues. It was 
researched by Gerry Orvis of the 42d (Royal Highland) Reg’t some time ago. Here’s what he had to say about 
what he found: “I have access (at the Department of the Navy Library's rare book room) to a British military private 
publication, Anon., THE RUDIMENTS OF WAR:  COMPRISING THE PRINCIPLES OF MILITARY DUTY, 
IN A SERIES OF ORDERS ISSUED BY COMMANDERS IN THE ENGLISH ARMY,TO WHICH ARE 
ADDED SOME OTHER MILITARY REGULATIONS, FOR THE SAKE  OF CONNECTING THE FORMER  
(2nd Ed.), London:  Printed for Tho. Edgerton (Successor to Mr. Millan), 1782.  The librarian informed me this is the 
only 2nd edition copy of this work in captivity; there are five copies of the 1st edition (1777) in libraries in the U.S. and 
abroad. 
 
According to Houlding's FIT FOR SERVICE (p. 225), "A final publication appearing at this time was the RUDIMENTS 
OF WAR, a compilation of orders mostly given out in the army since 1702 by the commanders of forces campaigning in 
Flanders, Germany, and Scotland.  Dealing most especially with administrative matters, it touched upon drill only in 
passing.  The RUDIMENTS OF WAR was a well-written and extremely useful guide for officers who had not as yet 
gone on active operations, and its appearance in 1777 was therefore timely." 
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“A footnote on p. 225 states further, "The bulk of the RUDIMENTS OF WAR as taken, often verbatim, from the MS 
treatise 'British Military Orders,' written c. 1750 by Lt.-Col. John La Faussille of the 8th Foot."  La Faussille became a 
general in the British Army by the time of the RevWar.” 
 
“The anonymous compiler of this work stated that abstracts of standing orders were handy, since these things so often 
got buried in orderly books amongst orders and regulations which had expired.  As noted above (and my examination 
confirms this), the orders and regulations cited in the book range from the Duke of Marlborough to General Wolfe.  
While many of the orders have cites as to who issued them, others do not, so I don't know if they reflect army 
regulations, or if they are simply codified customs and practice.  I don't know how many of the orders were still effective 
at the time of the RevWar, but Houlding's comment leads me to believe that many of them were, the Army being such a 
conservative beast as regards its administrative practices.  At least the original appearance of this book in 1777 and a 
subsequent second edition in 1782 indicates it was sufficiently popular to stay in print, and thus may have influenced 
some Army practices by fiat, whether the orders and regulations it cites were still in force or not.  At the very least, the 
work provides an interesting window on mid-18th century (and possibly later) British military practices and conventions. 
 Those of you with more knowledge may be able to fit this into context and determine which parts of the work are valid 
for the RevWar period and which are not.” 
 
“Some sections of this work specifically describe qualifications and duties of the various ranks in a brigade of infantry, 
from Brigade-Major down to Private Soldier, in much the same way as Cuthbertson's SYSTEM... did.  They contain 
information I've not encountered elsewhere.  If you are interested, I propose to provide abstracts from RUDIMENTS OF 
WAR concerning these duties for your consumption.  At present I have abstracts for Serjeant-Major, Serjeant, Corporal, 
and Drum-Major & Drummer.  More to follow as I get the time (I transcribe from the book during my lunch hour).  
 I understand that I cannot attach my MS Word documents (containing my transcripts) to RevList messages.  So I will 
transcribe them here, or I can send MS Word attachments to individual requesters.  RUDIMENTS OF WAR is a lengthy 
work (261 pp.) so I am only transcribing abstracts of information that interests me at present.  If RevList members would 
like me to try to find specific information, please let me know off-line.” 
 
“Of possible interest, the complete catalog of the Department of the Navy Library (established 1800 and supported by 
YOUR tax dollars) is on the Web at http://navylibrary.nhc.navy.mil/ “ 
 
As we are working diligently to get our new officer ready for prime time, and have three excellent NCO 
candidates in training, I thought I’d start this series with: 
 
Section XXIII 
Duty of a Serjeant 
 
 The orderly Duty of a Company is generally taken weekly by the Serjeants in Turn. 
 They are to keep a fair and exact Return of their Company, in a small Book with a great many Leaves; and also 
a Roster of it, made alphabetically, or by the Size Roll, in order to warn the Men in their Turn for Duty. 
 At Roll-callings, they are to report first to their Commanding Officer, and then to the Serjeant-Major, the 
Names of such Men as are absent without Permission. 
 Every Morning they must deliver in a Return to their immediate Commanding Officer, comprising the entire 
State of the Company, the Number fit for Duty, on Furlow, actually on Duty, warned for Duty, recruiting, sick in the  
Hospital, sick in Quarters, in Confinement, or absent without Leave. 
 They are to be careful in warning the just Quota of Men ordered to all Parades, as well as Men for waiting; and 
observe they are all clean, smartly dressed in a Soldier-like Manner, and their Arms and Accoutrements in perfect Order, 
before they are delivered over to the Corporal to march away. 
 No Serjeant to change his Duty without Leave of the Serjeant-Major and the Adjutant, as well as the 
Commanding Officer of his Company, and the Commanding Officer of the Regiment. 
 Whenever the Drum beats for Orders, they are to repair to the Adjutant, to copy the Orders, shew them to their 
respective Officers, and warn them to the Duties directed by them. 
 It is the Custom for the orderly Serjeant of the Colonel's Company to shew Orders to all the Staff-Officers of 
the Regiment. 
 It is incumbent on a good Serjeant to execute all Orders with Diligence and Dispatch, and acquaint his Officer 
when any Disturbance happens in the Company. 



 

 
 
 When on Guard, they are not to quit it without Leave.  The Orders they receive from their Officers they are to 
issue to the Corporals if necessary, and observe if they communicate them without Mistake to the Sentries. 
 On an Alarm, or at the Time the Rounds approach, they are to turn out the Men with Alertness, with the usual 
Party, to receive the Rounds, or to enquire the Reason of the Alarm. 
 In case an Officer of a Platoon or Division is killed in Action, the eldest Serjeant of that Division to command 
it until another Officer comes up and takes Charge of it.  (General Wolfe) 
 Writing is a Qualification that a Serjeant cannot perform his Business without; and he will inculcate implicit 
Obedience to the Soldiers, prevent their Gaming, and endeavour to oblige them to Sobriety and Regularity by not 
suffering them to commit Offenses with Impunity, if he is willing to recommend himself to his Officers. 
 The Stoppage ordered from a Serjeant is one Shilling per Week, and no more except ordered by a Court 
Martial.  (Duke of Cumberland, June 16, 1747) 
 
Equipment Note: Trousers – clarification. In the last issue, we pointed out a recognition of the various problems 
associated with the materials from which our present trousers are made. They just don’t hold up as well as we would 
like. Historical data was presented concerning what we do know about the materials and issue of trousers in the Guards 
during the war. We also stated a plan to start looking into a better material from which to make them. As of now, NO 
decisions have been made to make any changes. Our usual methodology is to thoroughly examine any item in light of 
new information to determine the best course of action for the Company. If a change is warranted due to an issue of 
historical accuracy or of simple convenience, we will let you know in plenty of time to prepare for implementation of 
that change. We all understand the fact that this avocation is already one that requires a substantial financial investment 
and we will not arbitrarily impose more costs on anyone unless it is indeed an investment that will provide a return in 
greater utility or longer service life. In short – don’t panic. The current brown trousers are still the uniform. I just 
recently acquired two more pairs for myself and we’re working on a pair for Jack. Sit tight and let the cadre do its job. 
 
Technical note – email addressing: We use the electronic mail medium a great deal for a variety of Company 
communications. This is good. This also exposes us to “Spam mining” by people who like to capture addresses as 
various items travel through the ‘net. One thing that helps to reduce that exposure is to delete all the e-addresses from 
the body of the messages and also take all but one of the "cc" or "To" addresses and put them in "bcc" so that SPAM 

miners can't capture extra addresses so easily as these go through the 
'net. The blind copy addresses don’t show up. How often have we 
gotten something that has been forwarded many times with dozens of 
e-addresses included in the body as part of the forwarded message? 
Let’s eliminate that from our correspondence.  
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“Keep the good memories alive and   
  he will always be with you.” 

Quote from Brandt Heatherington, Ensign, 1st VA in a note of 
condolence. 

 
“DAMN!” Quote from Bob Davis, author and “QM of     

   VA” (among many others as their first response to the 
sad news.) 

 

Farewell, dear old friend. 


