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Comrades: The Campaigns of 1780! The War Comes South! 
June, 2005 

 
Tangier – 1680, Namur, Blenheim, Gibraltar, Ramilles, Oudenarde, Malplaquet, Dettingen 

(Official Battle Honours of the Guards prior to the American War of Independence) 
Tria Iuncta (Juncta) in Uno (Three into one) 

Remember our Home Page – URL: www.brigadeofguards.org 
 
ANNOUNCING:  Our newest Guardsman! Sjt GP provided the following great news: 
Born to the Chamberlain Secundus family:  Joshua Lee Chamberlain 
                                                                        May 12, 2005 
                                                                        6 lbs  4 oz 
                                                                        19.5  inches 

Mother doing well, not so sure about the father! 
 

WELCOME! 
The troops and ladies of the 4th Company extend a hear ty welcome to 

Recruit Ed Niven who took the shilling at Char lestowne! He was also with us at For t 
Ward for  a “ look-see”  and apparently liked what he saw. We look forward to working 

with him at future events. 
 
Speaking of Char leston – mini AAR: 
May 13 - 15 2005, 225th Anniversary of The Crossing of the Ashley &  Siege of Char les Town, 
Char leston, South Carolina – This was an OUTSTANDING event! We were, in my opinion, at the better 
site for camping (no peacocks!) even though we did have to walk a bit to the battle site. Since we fought our 
way there on Saturday, it was a neat running battle. Sunday saw an attack on our camp just as the 4th Coy was 
starting a drill – so the response was rapid. The 40th Lights, always ready for a scrap, and the IV BN, New 
Jersey Volunteers – already kitted out for a public demonstration, made for a great three-way pincer that fixed 
the rebels before they could penetrate the camp. Other units rallied and a great time was had by all as we 
chased them back to their camp! Sunday’s scheduled action was another good one. We had good battles, good 
weather (other than a nasty bout of rain on Saturday), a great party sponsored by the hosts at Drayton Hall, and 
an overall good time. This is an event by which 225ths will be measured for a long time. 

 
Those of you who missed it had to miss a really spectacular weekend and some of the greatest fighting we’ve 
done in a LONG time. This one will be good for campfire talk for many years.  A special thanks to Sj t Ray 
Cassell for  taking on the tedious job of Br igade Ser jeant-Major  of the 1st Bde, which it was my honour to 
command. We made a good team and all the troops performed excellently. We had five cannon attached to my 
brigade most of the time and the fire and movement of infantry with the artillery was a sight to behold! We also 
had a cute little alligator in the pond next to the camp, but he didn’ t eat much! It was a good time, folks. You’ ll 
be hearing about it from those who were there. So, I don’ t need to write much more about it. 
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Many thanks, as always, to my lady Deb for  doing scullery work to prepare good meals for  the troops and to 
Jane Manzano for  pitching in. Well done, lasses. I  also want to personally thank all those who stayed a bit longer  
to help with taking down the Marquis. I  know how anxious all are to depar t once the event is over  and so know 

how to appreciate those who stayed to help with getting it down and all the “ stuff”  staged for  loading. I  also want 
to thank Pvt. M ichael Tate and L loyd Morr is who helped to set the beast up on Thursday evening. “ Le Marquis 

de Sade”  makes a good showpiece, but is a lot of work. Thanks very much folks. 
 
May 21, Soldier ’s Day celebration at Tannenbaum Park in Greensboro. Our thanks to L/Pvt Erich Berger for 
showing the flag at this event. He was able to do some demonstration firing and worked with a handful of fellows from 
Kirkwood’s Delaware Reg’ t to show what kind of opposition the Rebels faced at Guilford Courthouse. Well Done Erich, 
and thank you for helping to keep our bond with Tannenbaum Park strong! (Yes, I know there’s no such rank as “Lance 
Private”  but I figure a guy who has passed all requirements except for having ONE item of kit, and that’s on order, 
deserves more than being called “Rct”  after that much effort!) 
 

EVENTS – 2005 
** *RED text * * *  means this is a MAJOR EFFORT COMPANY EVENT – voted on. Put them on your  calendar .  

* *  Green Text * *  means some were interested. We probably should consider  as major  effor t events. 
Regular font with no asterisk means there was interest, but at a relatively low level. 

When you see (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of Guards was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. BAR events are so designated. 

******************************************** 
For other National Umbrella events, check out the Brigade of the American Revolution©s web page at: 

http://www.brigade.org and the British Brigade’s Website at: http://www.britishbrigade.org 
(Note: Those events marked “Progressive”  are being hosted by the 2d Virginia and are being planned on a scale that will 
allow for a more authenticity – focused weekend than those that we normally enjoy. Check them out at: 
(www.revwarprogressive.org ) 

 

Commemorating the Campaigns of 1780 
THE WAR MOVES SOUTH! 

 
BAR Southern Department events: 
July 9-10 Huck's Defeat 225th, Historic Brattonsville, SC 
Aug 20-21 Camden 225th, Camden, SC http://camden225th.org 
Sept 17-18 British Occupation, Old Salem, Winston-Salem, NC 

 
Here are the remaining “ BIG THREE”  national events. Events in 2005 that will be 
considered for major efforts by all three major national umbrellas (BB/BAR/CL) are: 

Rehoboth, MA, September 24-25 
Whitpain, PA, October 8-9 

 
June 24 – 26, 2005 – UTR – Williamsburg (GUARDS!). The usual work and fun weekend at the “ Mecca”  of 18th 
century L iving History Enthusiasts. They will continue the format of having the Crown Forces por traying a 
Provost Detachment. We have some special plans in the works. Watch your  e-mail. 
 
July 9, 10 – The Annual Commemorations at Brattonsville (a recreated SC town near  Rock Hill, SC. Used as a 
set in “ The Patr iot” )(BARS). 225th Anniversary commemorative Reenactments of the Battles of Huck’s Defeat, 
Stallions Plantation, Rocky Mount and Hanging Rock. NOTE: They NEED Br itish Regulars, especially for the 
Hanging Rock scenario! This is to represent the Prince of Wales American Volunteers, who were a Loyalist unit in red 
coats with blue facings – heavily engaged in this action. Guys, this is in support of one of our own in the Southern 
Department, Chuck LeCount of the NC Volunteers. He knows how to throw a good show. This is reputed to be among 
the most FUN events in the South! The site is incredibly reenactor – friendly and the historic buildings make it a really 
great place to do battle. It’s only a couple of weeks after UTR – but will be a good one to burn powder and to really get 
into some good commemorations of the 225th of some interesting fights. Any who can make it will be much appreciated. 



 

 
 

 
www.brigade.org/barcal/South/Hucks.html 

 
August, 19 – 21, 2005 Camden - 225th. This is going to be a GOOD one! Lots of planning from excellent hosts. 
From the Director  of the site (extract of longer  post): It will be at Historic Camden. Saturday -- 2 battles. AM battle 
will be night skirmish. Afternoon battle will be dawn battle (both will be held across the street). Sunday will be a living 
history day only depicting Camden as a garrison with hangings, punishments, Masonic funeral of de Kalb, etc. � � �
� � � � � � 	�� 
 �� � � � 	�� �

�� � �� �� � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 �� 
 �
 � � �� � � � � � �� � 
 
 
� �� �
 � �� � � �� � � � � � � 
 � � � �� � 
� �
� � �� � 
 �� � �  	��� �! ! " �� � � � � 	�� � � �#� � � � � 
� �
 � � �� � � � �� � � �� $ � %�� �� � � �
 � � � � ��� �� �#
� � �
 � �
 � � � �

 � � �� � �&�� � 
�� �
 � �� ' � � �
 � �
 � � �$ � 
�� � � 
�( � � ) �� � � ' �� � �� �� �� �
 � �
 � � �� �� 
 
 � � � � � 
 �* � �� � &� � � �� &�
� � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � +, . All highlanders will portray the 71st and no kilts/bagpipes allowed on the battle field. Regulars 
will portray the 33rd and 23rd. Patrick O’Kelley, author of Nothing but Blood and Slaughter , a collection of 
information about, literally, EVERY action that took place in the Carolinas during the war, adds:  “This is one that needs 
to be emphasized.  The battleground was recently purchased, and it is being restored back to the original condition.  The 
only modern intrusion in the site is the road running through it.  Other than that there are no light poles, no houses, 
nothing.  The original Great Wagon Road is still there, beside the main road.  They are going to allow the reenactors to 
do the Battle of Camden, at the same time as the original battle, and at the same location.  This is definitely a one time 
event, because once it becomes a National Park or some such, they will most likely not allow any battles.”   

www.camden225th.org/index.htm 
 
Sep, 17, 18 – Br itish Occupation of Old Salem  (BARS – GUARDS) We need to suppor t this event! 
Full listing in the May ’05 “Gazette”  on the website. We seriously need to support this one. 
 
October  8, 9 2005 Whitpain, PA – The official release: LOCATION- Prophecy Park, Whitpain, Pa. (About 10 miles 
north of Phila.) UNIT SPONSORS- 4th Continental Light Dragoons & Queen©s Rangers. BRITISH BRIGADE- Has 
endorsed it as one of three full BR events for 2005. CONTINENTAL LINE- Is considered a Mid Atlantic Department 
event but with all Line units invited. The American commander will be Pat Jordan. 

 
For more info, check out: http://www.prophecycreek.org/ 

 
October  14, 15 Boy Scout Camporee at For t Freder ick, MD  - Amer ican War  of Independence Theme. Pvt. Mark 
Chamber lain (Pr imus) is in charge of coordinating our  effor ts for  this event! Contact him for  info. Probable good 
recruiting and a fun weekend at a nice site. 
 
October  21 - 23 K ing’s Mountain, NC – (225th) The NPS will host a commemorative event at the battlefield park 
close to the original date of the battle and we encourage all of you to support their event.  Historic Brattonsville will host 
a small-scale reenactment of the battle several weeks later on October 22, 2005.  Kings Mountain is only about 45 
minutes away and is partially in York County, South Carolina.  Because Brattonsville is close by the original site, has 
the appropriate landscape, and the experience to host such an event, they decided to present this exciting program. 
 
This reenactment will be a successful event for a number of reasons: 1) it attempts to accurately recreate a battle that to 
our knowledge has never been reenacted close to its original location and on a landscape that is very similar to that of 
portions of the original site; 2) our events are well managed and organized by a combination of staff, volunteers and 
reenactors; 4) we will impose standards of historical accuracy and behavior; and 5) the number of reenactors invited will 
be limited to 100 on each side to insure that the experience is good and the space used is not overly crowded.  
 
***Troops: We have been invited to por tray one of the units of uniformed Loyalists who were 

at this battle. This is a singular  honor  due to the limited number of par ticipants invited.***  
 
Oct 29, Boy Scout Camporee at Raven’s Knob, NC – We’ re invited. Let me know if there’s any interest. 
 
Nov. 5, 6 – 35th Annual Camden Field Days at Histor ic Camden. The usual par ty event with the wor ld famous 
Guy Fawkes Day celebrations and interesting scenar ios that we just don’ t get to do at other  events. This year  it is 
a militia event but also includes a LIVE FIRE contest! 
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2006 – Planning the Campaigns of 1781! 

 
Jan 14, 15 - Battle of Cowpens, SC 225th http://www.cowpens225.com/  This promises to be a really great re-creation 
of a very significant battle. While the Guards were not present, we can reprise our role from Charleston as a company of 
the 7th or as part of the Light Infantry for this one. Plans are to camp on the battlefield (they always have “warming 
tents”  set up since the weather tends to be cold) and fight real “battle”  on private land adjacent to the National Park, so 
we don’ t have to put up with NPS BS for that. I  have been asked to command the Crown Forces for  this one and 
would love to have some of my Guardsmen there with me! 
 
Feb Catawba Crossing, near  Char lotte NC – (GUARDS – 225th) This was at the beginning of the Race to the 
Dan. Probably to be held at Rural Hill Farm near  Char lotte. This was the FIRST significant action by the 
Guards in the Southern Campaigns.  The “ Catawba Crossing”  was opposed by NC M ilitia under  the Rebel 
General Davidson. A Loyalist Scout assigned to the Guards, Freder ick Huger , is credited with shooting General 
Davidson. The Guards had to force a crossing at a deep ford under  heavy fire. Most of Lord Cornwallis Army 
was held up due to a cannon over turning on a road, blocking the following units of Webster ’s Br igade, so the 
Guards had to make the assault on their  own. 
 
March 18, 19 – BIG event planned for  Guilford Cour thouse, 225th (GUARDS) 
Apr il 22 – 23 225th of Petersburg! BIG PLANS IN THE WORKS! 
May 27 &  28 with an alternate date of May 20 &  21 – Boone’s Homestead, PA more to come. 
June UTR – 225th (GUARDS) 
July  15, 16 - Battle of Green Spr ing 225th  (BARS) (GUARDS – last “ field battle”  of the WAR!)  
October  19 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) There are plans for  a big one in the works. Check out: 
http://www.yorkcounty.gov/tour ism/visitor info/2006%20flyer .pdf  
 
For details about the battle and developing event information, go to the event©s web page, www.battleofgreenspring.org, 
or look for updates in the Courier and on the Brigade©s email list and web page. Todd Post – event coordinator 
 

“ Good enough – ISN’T! ”  “ Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!”  
 

Histor ical Note – history being made today: A BRITISH soldier was killed in a bomb 
attack in southern Iraq, 2d May 2005.  Guardsman Anthony John Wakefield died when a bomb 
exploded next to his armoured Land Rover patrol in the flashpoint town of Al Amarah, the scene of 
much of the heaviest post-war fighting involving British troops.  The 24-year-old, who served with 
the Coldstream Guards, was married with three children. In 2002 he was praised for risking his own 
life to go to the aid of a friend who had fallen into an icy river.   In November 2002 he was praised 
for diving 20ft into the River Tyne to rescue a friend, Steven Cairns, who had lost his footing on a 
bridge.   He managed to get hold of the friend, who had lost consciousness, and a helicopter called 
to the scene used the downdraught of its rotor blades to push the men towards the shore.  He is the 
87th Br itish soldier  to lose his life in Operation Telic since the start of the conflict in 2003. He 
was standing up in the back of the vehicle with his head and upper body poking through a hatch in 
the roof when the bomb went off. A second soldier was also injured in the attack.  

"It underlines once again the extraordinary work and sacrifice that British armed forces are making 
in Iraq, to help Iraq become a stable and democratic country that’s no longer a threat to its region 

and the world," The Prime Minister said.  Guardsman Wakefield, was attached to 12 Mechanised Brigade.  The 1st 
Battalion, The Coldstream Guards is cur rently serving alongside the Staffordshire Regiment in the Maysan 
province of I raq adjoining the border  with I ran. British troops have fought intense engagements with insurgents in 
the area over the last two years.   Yesterday the Commanding Officer of the Staffordshire Regiment, Lt Col Andrew 
Williams, said Guardsman Wakefield, who had been earmarked for promotion, had been on a routine patrol when the 
bomb went off.   "He was acting as the top cover sentry in the second of a two-vehicle patrol when what appears to have 
been an improvised explosive device detonated - disabling the vehicle and injuring another soldier," he said.  

The attack comes less than two weeks after Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, Iraq’s most wanted terrorist, ordered his followers to target 
British soldiers in the south of the country with the warning that Britain "will not escape Iraq without punishment".    



 

 
 

 
Thank you, Sj t. Ted Sahlin, for  contr ibuting that. We commemorate the service of warr iors of the past. Let us 
never  forget those who still serve - - our  own as well as our  allies. Godspeed Guardsman Wakefield, and to 
all your  comrades who have fallen at the side of our  own men and women in the cause of stopping ter ror ism. 
 
Histor ical NOTE: Open order  tactics. Researcher  and reenactor  Steve Raynor  provided the following 
information on open order  tactics: General Clinton©s note on two ranks and open files was: 
 
"We have always succeeded with it; the enemy have adopted it; they have no cavalry to employ against it. ©Till a new 
enemy, therefore, comes, I shall content myself with supporting it always with something solid." Willcox, p. 95, fn. 16.  
Willcox inserts this note around the period of Monmouth. 
 
Clinton©s comments on Cowpens were: 
 
"This [Tarleton©s] disposition for the attack seems likewise to have been perfectly judicious. Yet, though the enemy©s 
militia were driven back and everything seemed to promise him victory in the beginning of the action, it was suddenly 
wrested from him by an unexpected fire from the Continentals while the King©s troops were charging and sustaining in 
the that loose, flimsy order which had ever been too much the practice in America, whereby his whole corps was thrown 
into a shameful confusion from which they never could be recovered. And all the cavalry, except the detachment of the  
Seventeenth Light Dragoons and the chief of the officers, forsaking their leader, fled in precipation from the field of 
battle. The consequence was that all the rest of his command, with the two three-pounders, the colours of the Seventh 
Regiment, and 800 stand of small arms, fell most disgracefully into the enemy©s hands." Willcox, p. 247. 
 
From Sir  Henry Clinton©s letter  to Ear l Cornwallis dated at New York, March 5, 1781: 
 
"I am most exceedingly concerned at the very unfortunate affair of the 17th. of January [Cowpens]. From the account 
Your Lordship gives me of it, I fear our first line has been too impetuous, and that the reserve has sustained the other too 
nearly and probably in too loose order, and the enemy has moved against them in that critical situation." - Willcox, p. 
491. citing "Clinton-Cornwallis Controversy," 1, 333. 
 
Regarding the orders given for  solid formations given in Apr il 1781, Lt. Col. John Graves Simcoe wrote: 
 
"These orders, so proper in themselves, and now peculiarly useful, as no Hessian troops, who usually formed the firm 
and solid second line to the British, were to embark on the expedition, were not meant to affect the general manoeuvres 
of the light troops: Lt. Col. Simcoe was permitted to adopt such only as he thought applicable to that service." Simcoe, 
p. 189.  I have to wonder if Clinton did not refer to ©Hessian© troops. Somehow, that does make sense, since they do not 
appear to have willingly adopted adaptations to their tactics. 
 
On post-Cowpens revision: Simcoe recorded the following orders issued to the Troops under  the command of 
General Phillips in Virginia: 
 
"It is the Major General©s wish, that the troops under his command may practice forming from two to three and to four 
deep; and that they should be accustomed to charge in all those orders. In the latter orders, of the three and four deep, 
the files will, in course, be closer, so as to render the charge of the greatest force. The Major General also reccommends 
the practice of dividing the battalions, by wings, or otherwise, so that one line may support the other when an attack is 
supposed; and, when a retreat is supposed, that the first line may retreat through the intervals of the second, the second 
doubling up its divisions for the purpose, and forming up again in order to check the enemy who may be supposed to 
have pressed the first line. The Major General would approve also of one division of a battalion attacking in the 
common open order of two deep, to be supported by the other compact division as a second line, in a charging order of 
three or four deep. The gaining the flanks also of a supposed enemy, by the quick movements of a division in common 
open order, while the compact division advances to a charge; and other such evolutions, as may lead the regiments  
to a custom of depending on and mutually supporting each other; so that should one part be pressed or broken, it may be 
accustomed to form again without confusion, under the protection of a second line, or any regular formed division." 
Simcoe, p. 189. 
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Troops under  the command of Br igadier -General Arnold, off Westover , Virginia received the following orders in 
late Apr il, 1781. 
 
"When the troops form it is to be done in the following manner: The infantry and huzzars of the Queen©s Rangers, with a 
detachment of Yagers and Althause©s rifle company, form the advanced guard, under Lt. Col. Simcoe. The first line to be 
composed of the 80th and 76th regiments, who will form three deep, and in compact order. The grenadiers and light 
infantry of the 80th, with the American legion, to form the reserve under Major Gordon. The cavalry of the Queen©s 
Rangers, to form with the reserve, til such time as they may be called upon the wing, of the first or second line.  As the  
present movements will be made in a difficult country, it becomes necessary that officers leading columns and 
commanding corps, should use and exert the intelligence of their own minds, joined to their knowledge of the service,  
in time of attack, when they cannot immediately receive the orders of the Brigadier General, or Major General. Should 
the particular difficulty of the country, occasion the first line to take up new ground towards the rear, it may not be 
improper, perhaps, to do so by becoming a second line in the rear of the 76th and 80th, who will form openings, if 
necessary, for the purpose. It is to be observed, that the reserve is to be the place of assembly, for the troops upon any 
difficult occasion.  The impression made upon an attack, by the advanced corps and the light infantry, will be supported 
in firm order by the second line; and the cavalry will watch the moment for charging a broken enemy. The artillery 
attached to the several corps, will be under the command of Capt. Fage, who, with the participation of the commanding  
officers, or those bearing the orders of the General officers, will exert their utmost endeavors to co-operate with the rest 
of the troops." Simcoe, p. 195. 

I t will be very interesting to see how the tactics at Green Spr ing worked. 
 

Ensign Ebenezer  Denny©s account is: 
 
"Hear that the enemy have decamped and preparing to cross James river at Jamestown. Our Brigade moved down; lay on 
arms all night about nine miles from the enemy. At day light move on; middle of the afternoon of the 6th of July firing 
ahead. Our advance drove in the enemy©s pickets, marching at this time by companies, in open order. My Captain 
(Montgomery) fell behind his company where my place was, talked with me; gives me a lesson useful to me. When 
perhaps within one hundred and fifty yards of the enemy, we closed column and displayed; advanced in battalion until 
the firing commenced, and ran along the whole line. A regiment or more of the light infantry and three pieces of artillery 
were in the line. Saw the British light infantry, distinctly, advancing at arm©s-length distance, and their second line in 
close order, with shouldered musket, just in front of the camp - their infantry only engaged. The main body were 
discovered filing off to the right and left, when orders were given us to retreat. My captain, Montgomery, received a shot 
in his foot and had hopped back to the rear; Lieutenant Bluer being absent, the charge of the company devolved upon 
me; young and inexperienced, exhausted with hunger and fatigue, had like to have disgraced myself - had nothing to eat 
all day but a few blackberries - was faint, and with difficulty kept my place; once or twice was about to throw away my 
arms (a very heavy espontoon). The company were almost all old soldiers. Kept compact and close to our leading 
company, and continued running until out of the reach of the fire. The enemy advanced no further than to the ground  
which we left. We could not have been engaged more than about three or four minures, but at the distance of sixty yards 
only. 
 
"July 7th. - ...About a fortnight after the action, visited the field; could trace plainly the ground occupied by both, from 
the tops of the cartridges which lay in the line; the distance being about sixty paces." Rhodehamel, p. 701. 
 
Simcoe©s account was: 
 
"On the evening of the 6th, as Earl Cornwallis had predicted, M. De la Fayette attacked his army, mistaking it for the 
rear guard only: the affair was almost confined to the 80th and 76th regiments, under the command of Lt. Col. Dundas, 
whose good conduct and gallantry was conspicuously displayed on that occasion. M. de la Fayette was convinced of his 
error, by being instantly repulsed, and losing what cannon he had brought with him." Simcoe, p. 239. 
 
 



 

 
 

Captain Johann von Ewald observed in late 1781: 
 
"I was greatly surprised that the [American] men were not in close formation, but had consistently left a place for a man 
between every two men, which is a very good thing in penetrating a thick wood or underbrush with entire battalions. But 
to constantly maintain this manoeuvre is faulty, because one meets with small plains here as in other countries, where 
such battalions can be easily overthrown by a tightly closed one. The English have adopted this method in their infantry 
and cavalry and still retain it. Should this war against the French, who have kept the close formation, continue much 
longer here, the English could come out dirty in the first affair, for when such an open battalion comes through a wood 
into a plain, it looks just like the troops are advancing in the greatest confusion." Ewald, p. 340. 
 
Whatever revision might have been made, it does not appear to have made a major impact on British deployment. He 
either forgot or was unaware that on St. Lucia in 1778, British Light Infantry defeated French Infantry attacking in close 
column. 
 
Ewald, Johann von; "Diary of the American War." Tustin, Joseph, ed. Yale University Press, 1979. 
 
Rhodehamel, John, ed; "The American Revolution; Writings from the War of Independence." Library of America 
Series, Penguin Putnam Ltd. NY, 2001. Simcoe, John Graves; "A Journal of the Operations of the Queen©s Rangers..."  
New York Times and Arno Press, 1968. 
 
Willcox, William B., ed. "The American Rebellion: Sir Henry Clinton©s Narrative of His Campaigns, 1775-1782, with 
an Appendix of Original Documents" Yale University Press, New Haven, 1954. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  Steve Rayner (Our thanks to Steve for sharing this info.) 
 
Todd Post shared the following additional account of Br itish troops using the open order  tactics at Green Spr ing: 
Two Continental accounts of the July 1781 Battle of Green Spring describe the British as using open order, while the 
Continentals were in closed order. 
 
Colonel John Mercer, formerly of the 3rd Virginia Regiment, served as lieutenant colonel in the Virginia militia 
described a similar scene:  "At the distance of about 300 yards in the rear of where we had been engaged, I found Gen©l. 
Wayne©s Brigade drawn up across the road & thro© the wood to the right. I staid with them until they were defeated. We 
had just begun to assume the stiff German tactics, as the British acquir©d the good sense, from experience in our woody 
country, to lay it aside. Gen©l. Wayne©s Brigade were drawn up in such close order as to render it utterly impracticable to 
advance in line & preserve their order - the line was necessarily broke by the trees as they pass©d the wood. The British 
advanc©d in open order at arm©s length & aiming very low kept up a deadly fire. In this situation Gen©l. Wayne gave 
repeated orders for the line to charge, but this operation was really impossible from the manner in which they were 
form©d & they cou©d not be pushed forward; notwithstanding his own bravery & the ardor of an admirable corps of field 
officers, who gave them the best examples, the destruction amongst them was very great, whilst the effect of their own 
fire, from the causes already explain©d, was I believe very trifling ..." 
 
In next year©s commemoration of the 225th anniversary of the Battle of Green Spring, we©re hoping to incorporate these 
details into the battles, which should provide a very interesting "feel" to the engagement.  Preliminary details about the 
event are up at www.battleofgreenspring.org.   Cheers, Todd Post 
 

 

Histor ical NOTE - FOOD: PICKLES!! According to the Mt. Olive Pickle 
Company website: “The history of pickles stretches so far back into antiquity 
that no definite time has been established for their origin, but they are 
estimated to be over 4,000 years old.” 
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·  “In 2,030 B.C., cucumbers native to India were brought to the Tigris Valley. There, they were first 
preserved and eaten as pickles. 

·  “Cucumbers are mentioned at least twice in the Bible (Numbers 11:5 and Isaiah 1:8) and history 
records their usage over 3,000 years ago in Western Asia, ancient Egypt and Greece. 

·  “In 850 B.C., Aristotle praised the healing effects of cured cucumbers. 

·  “Cleopatra attributed a portion of her beauty to pickles -- though we're not sure which portion. 

·  “Pliny's writings mention spiced and preserved cucumbers; in other words, pickles. 

·  “The Roman Emperor Tiberius consumed pickles on a daily basis. 

·  “Julius Caesar thought pickles had an invigorating effect, so, naturally, he shared them with his 
legions. 

·  “The enjoyment of pickles spread far and wide through Europe. In the thirteenth century, pickles were 
served as a main dish at the famous Feast of King John. 

·  “Pickles were brought to the New World by Christopher Columbus, who is known to have grown them 
on the island of Haiti. 

·  “In the sixteenth century, Dutch fine food fanciers cultivated pickles as one of their prized delicacies. 

·  “Cartier found cucumbers growing in Canada in 1535, and they were known to the colonists of 
Virginia as early as 1609. 

·  “Queen Elizabeth liked pickles. And Napoleon valued pickles as a health asset for his armies.” 

Pamela Williams of the “ Savory Fare – 18th Century Foodways”  list sent this note concerning National Pickle 
week, May 20-30, 2005. Since I was finishing up this newsletter at the time, I figured it was a good topic of food history.  
 
First celebrated in 1948, International Pickle Week spans two full weekends and includes the traditional start of the 
summer season, Memorial Day weekend.  
 

Samuel Pepy©s diary mentions a glass of Girkins as something to be highly appreciated. 
 
In 1659, Dutch farmers in New York grew cucumbers in what is now Brooklyn. These cukes were sold to dealers who 
cured them in barrels and sold them from market stalls on Washington, Canal and Fulton Streets. As it turns out, these 
pickle purveyors started the nation©s commercial pickle industry. 
 
A fondness for  pickles has always been a national character istic of the Amer ican people. It©s a good thing, since our 
country©s namesake, Amerigo Vespucci, was actually a pickle peddler in Seville, Spain. He supplied ships with pickled 
vegetables to prevent sailors from getting scurvy on long voyages. While Columbus is credited with discovering 
America, Vespucci was apparently a better PR man. We©re named for him. We became the United States of America -- 
instead of the United States of Vespucci. And that©s probably a good thing, too. 
 

 



 

 
 

George Washington was a pickle enthusiast. So were John Adams and Dolly Madison. 
 

Pickles inspired Thomas Jefferson to write the following:  "On a hot day in Virginia, I know nothing more comforting 
than a fine spiced pickle, brought up trout-like from the sparkling depths of the aromatic jar below the stairs of Aunt 
Sally©s cellar."   We©re still trying to track down Aunt Sally©s recipe. 
 
In colonial America, the pickle patch was an important adjunct to good living. Pickles were highly regarded by all of 
America©s pioneering generations because, under frontier conditions, pickles were the only zesty, juicy, green, succulent 
food available for many months of the year. 
 
In colonial times, and, much later, on farms and in villages, homemakers expected to "put down" some pickles in stone 
crocks, and to "put up" some pickles and pickle relishes in glass jars. 
 
In 1820, Frenchman Nicholas Apper t was the first person to commercially pack pickles in jars. 
 

PROBLEM and Product Endorsement: 
 

The PROBLEM is that we’ve got “ creeping anachronisms”  coming into view! When we’ re in uniform, we are in 
UNIFORM for  the 18th Century. I  don’ t care how far  up your  arm you push a wr istwatch, it will show up at a 
bad time. DO NOT WEAR WRISTWATCHES OR ANY, I  say again, ANY MODERN JEWELRY WHILE IN 
KIT!  Men didn’ t even wear wedding bands back then, though I don’ t really have a problem with a plain gold band 
(contraband??). Really – the likelihood of an enlisted man having any jewelry at all is pretty slim. Leave it with your 
modern clothing. Wristwatches, class rings, other modern rings, the ONE ring of MORDOR - - don’ t wear them. Also, 
those who must have spectacles need to check out some very inexpensive frames that were being sold. With a small 
amount of work, a pair of frames costing less than $20.00 can be made acceptable for use with your prescription lenses. 
 
For  WATCHES: My good key-wind pocket watch broke a spring at Charleston, so I had to rely on others for the time 
of day. It’s in the shop now. I  found a shop that sells a decent pocket watch, with a quar tz movement (kddps very 
good time) for  just $21.00 and change!! I t’ s Dakota Watch Company. Up close, it’s clearly a new made watch with 
the DAKOTA name pretty prominent on the face. For pulling out of your pocket to check time at an event where no one 
other than you gets a good look at it, it will serve. Dakota Watch kiosks can be found in many major shopping malls. It’s 
a very inexpensive way to improve your appearance. But whatever you do: STOP WEARING WRISTWATCHES 
AND OTHER MODERN JEWELRY WITH YOUR KIT!! NCOs Take Note!  
___________________________________________    FINIS _____________________________________________  
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"Government big enough to supply everything you need is big enough to take everything you have ... 

The course of history shows that as a government grows, liberty decreases."    -- Thomas Jefferson 
 

P.S. I f you do not receive this, of course it must have miscarr ied: therefore I   
beg you wr ite and let me know. - Sir Boyle Roche, 18th century MP 
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This painting, provided by Dr. Greg Urwin as part of his “Redcoat Images”  collection, shows Thomas 
Fermor was the second son of George, Second Earl of Pomfret, and the latter’s wife, Anna Maria Draycott.  
Thomas studied at Christ Church, Oxford, and then joined the 3rd Regiment of Foot Guards as an ensign in 
1791.  He embarked on the Duke of York’s infamous Flanders campaign in 1793, serving at the sieges of 

Valenciennes and Dunkirk, and also at the battles of Famars and Lincelles.  He helped quell the Irish 
uprising of 1798.  By 1800, he had risen to the rank of lieutenant colonel.  Fermor served under Wellington 

in the Peninsular War.  He commanded a brigade consisting of the 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards; 1st 
Battalion 3rd Foot Guards; and one company of the 5th Battalion, 60th Foot; at Wellington’s great victory at 
Salamanca on July 22, 1812.  Even though Fermor’s brigade did not see heavy action, he was made Knight 

of the Portuguese Order of the Tower and Sword.  He became a major general in 1813 and a lieutenant 
general in 1825.  He died in 1833. 

NOTE the bayonet car r iage and a very late goatskin knapsack! 
This item comes from the Sotheby’s catalog for the “Sale at Easton Neaston”  
(http://search.sothebys.com/jsps/live/event/EventDetail.jsp?event_id=27324), 

which was held on May 13 through 16, 2005. 


