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Comrades: The end of the Campaigns of 1780! The War is in the South! 
December, 2005 

 
Tangier – 1680, Namur, Blenheim, Gibraltar, Ramilles, Oudenarde, Malplaquet, Dettingen 

(Official Battle Honours of the Guards prior to the American War of Independence) 
Tria Iuncta (Juncta) in Uno (Three into one) 
Remember our Home Page – URL: www.brigadeofguards.org 
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AAR: The EFT filming at Yorktown:  
 

Well, we had an interesting, and 
instructive time at the Yorktown 
"Electronic Field Trip" shoot. A big 
Welcome to Christjan Gaudio - who 
finally got to take the field with us! A 
special "Well Done" to Jay Sheffer, 
who came to the field with his Dad 
and put in a very solid performance 
for his first time out! 
  
A big well done to all! We had a 
mighty fine showing from the folks 
who were there. We had a lot of 
"young faces" that the producers 
wanted and those of you who "played 
both sides" showed a great deal of 

flexibility. Michael Tate was especially enthusiastic as a stunt man in the hand - to - hand scenes as 
well as Sean Wallis and Erich Berger who took stage fighting experience and turned it into some 
great opportunities to get serious "face time" in close-ups of the heavy fighting in the redoubt. 

We got a lot, I mean a LOT  of compliments on the bearing of our troops during  the shoot.  
We deserved it, if I do say so myself! 

 
ALSO, at the end of the shoot on Sunday, Pvt. Micha el Galus was presented with a gift from 

the company to celebrate his recent nuptials. We wi sh you and your bride all the best! 
 

AAR: Educational activities - Pensioner Bob Vogler,  1st Gds, submitted the following: “ I (Bob) 
did a presentation (which was part of larger history presentation) this afternoon (Sunday, November 20, 2005) 
on the Uniform of the British Soldier during the Revwar at a branch of the regional library.  It was taped for 
local cable TV.  One of the Cable TV station's producers wants me to put together a program for airing just on 
the British soldier and the Revwar. This was the first time that I have done any Revwar activity in quite some 
time.  I had to go and prep myself from my notes since my knowledge had gotten rusty.” 
  
“I will certainly plug the Guards when ever I get my presentation ready.....” 

ID the Dirty Dastardly Doodles! 4th Coy men who infiltrated the Rebels! 
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Thanks, Bob, for contributing to our desire to educ ate the public as part of our overall mission. Well  
Done. Anyone else in the Coy, please let me know when you take part in educational activities like this.  
 
AAR – more educational activity: On Saturday, Nov. 12, Michael Tate and your own “Captain 
Fearless” participated in the annual Guilford Court house National Military Park “History of 
the US Soldier” timeline display. Since this show is oriented towards AMERICAN fighting men 
and women, we did not turn out in our studly Guards attire. Michael has put together a very 
impressive impression (set of impressions, actually) on the US Regulars during the Mexican War 
era. I turned out as a “Doughboy” of the US 30th Infantry Division, AEF in World War I. We had 
representative soldiers from the Colonial era to today with really excellent representations of the 
Rev War Continentals and militia (naturally), War of 1812, some cool between the wars, era of 
expansion military units, Mexican War, 1850s fancy militia, War Between the States – both sides 
(with lots of ordnance), Indian Wars/Westward expansion era, Spanish American War, WWI 
(myself and a WWI Marine), 1930s National Guard, WWII – various theaters, Korean War (with an 
actual Veteran wearing his uniform!), Vietnam, and today. It was a good day with plenty of interest. 
 
�
BIG NEWS! Sjt Ray Cassell and Miranda are again with child (a boy)! This 
newest Guardsman is due to arrive at the end of March (hopefully AFTER Guilford 
Courthouse!) Mother and new baby are doing fine, but we’re not sure about Dad! I 
understand that they’re going to name him “Oops!” 
 
ALSO: We’ve received word that Pvt. Nathan Spence has resurfaced! Nathan has been absent 
from the company for several years due to the demands of a new family and his Police work. He’s 
now getting more settled and has gotten back in touch. Hopefully he will be able to work out his 
schedule to allow him to come back into the ranks, where he will be most welcome! 
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I refer our readers to the March, 2005 issue of the Gazette where we introduced the concept of how 
we were planning to prepare some of our fine younger members for middle leadership and upper 
command positions in the company. The level of necessary commitment was further defined in the 
August issue. I won’t repeat those articles here as they are available online at our website. Review 
them. We’re in growth mode. We’ve made good showings and gained respect, as an organization, 
for our professional demeanor, military bearing, attention to drill, and appearance standards, and for 
our willingness to “play” at the various events and activities in which we’ve participated. The 
BEST time to make changes in leadership is when the organization is in an “up mode” so that 
the incoming cadre can simply continue the momentum to build on a foundation of success and the 
change can be made with high good spirits on the part of that new cadre while “receiving the torch,” 
with full and sincere blessings, from the folks who are willingly, and gratefully, stepping aside. Sjt 
Ted “Grumpy Pants” Sahlin has drawn up an outline of just how this process is being implemented. 

Thank you, Ted. 



 

 
 

 
A Call for Volunteers, by Sjt Grumpy Pants: 

 
Men, 
The leaders of 4th Coy are now at a point where we have thought long & hard about leadership for the next 
generation.  The process for change of leadership has been publicized in our Gazette starting in March of this 
year.  It should not be a surprise to anyone.  Everyone who is truly interested has had some months to think 
about this.  We now ask those who are ready for serious commitment and SACRIFICE of time, energy 
and money to step forward to train to be leaders of our premier unit in Reenacting. 
 

We ask for men to apply to fill these 2 types of positions: 
 

1. GENTLEMAN VOLUNTEER:   
This is a position for a man to understudy the Commissioned Officer position in 4th Coy.  This person will have 
immense shoes to fill.  He will eventually (12 to 14 months) replace Captain & Lieutenant Colonel Callaham as the 
functioning field commander of the 4th Coy.  
 
It is envisioned Captain Callaham will continue in a role as Officer Emeritus assigned to 4th Coy with duty at higher 
HQ in the field.  It is envisioned that Jay will be available for military consultation on an on-going basis. (In the 21st 
Century world, Jay will continue to be a dues paying / voting member and always one of us, period, dot). 
 
The newly appointed officer will take on all inter-relationship / liaison duties with all other reenacting organizations 
in the hobby.  He will be our “official face” to the hobby.  He will lead decision-making in the company.  Decisions 
on major issues will continue to be made by popular vote; each dues paying member will have one vote, but the 
officer will ask for such votes to be conducted.  He will learn and be knowledgeable of all details of period correct 
tactics, camp castrametation, unit history, material & social culture and larger geo-political issues of the period. 
 
The Gentleman Volunteer (GV) prior to appointment to new Officer status, will be equipped to fully match the high 
standard set by Captain Callaham.  Within 100 days he must be able to appear in the field in the uniform of an 
officer of the Guards, to include arms.  Within 6 months he must possess adequate field equipage appropriate to his 
station.  He will pass a written examination of proficiency to be determined by Captain Callaham, after study under 
Captain Callaham’s direction. 

The 4th Coy at Yorktown for the EFT filming. 
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2. ACTING CORPORAL / CORPORAL:  
  This is a position for as many as four men, who are Guardsmen in good standing, i.e. passed all requirements to be 

Guardsmen.  These men will train under the supervision of Serjeants Sahlin, Cassell and Corporal Vanderbeek.  The 
training will be formal and practical, i.e. much will be hands-on in nature.  It will be conducted one weekend per month, 
for at least 3 months probably mostly at Sully Plantation.  It will include as a minimum: 

·  How to teach drill and unit tactics, including the issuance of correct commands. 
·  How to construct and maintain Soldier Equipment in period fashion 
·  Camp establishment 
·  Unit History 
·  How to organize 4th Coy for an event: food, quarters, cash collection & accounting, transport, gear shortages, 

Women of the Army  
·  Recruiting – period and modern. 
·  First person re-enacting 
·  Serjeant's kit – what you carry that Soldiers often don’t 

 
This cadre of Corporal trainees will be a nucleus that will provide a ready Corporal each time the unit takes to the field.  
From this cadre and only this cadre, a Serjeant will be elevated, when the current NCOs feel one is ready and a volunteer 
steps forward.  The others will remain Corporals and continue to rotate that duty at events as their attendance permits. 
(Tony aka “Corporal Punishment” Vanderbeek adds: “Corporal Vanderbeek will return to the ranks and resume his 
role as a mal-content Guardsman.”) 
 
3. SERJEANT 
When a corporal is elevated to Serjeant, currently serving NCOs will remain in reserve, available for duty and 
consultation, and continue serving 4th Company, as they are able.  Once a Serjeant is selected and on the field, Serjeant 
Sahlin will resume a place in the ranks with pride. (The Captain adds: And with the greatest gratitude from the 
Company that he has served so faithfully and well!) 
 

·  It is understood a Serjeant will very quickly possess (within 90 days) ALL the proper uniform and equipage of 
a Serjeant of the Guards; including uniforms and arms.  Purchase of a sword may be held in abeyance until 
additional research authenticates or negates a particular sword type other than what is currently carried. 

·  The Serjeant will also: 
·  Arrange and conduct drills. 
·  Lead Recruiting 
·  Arrange billets for traveling 4th Coy members 
·  Host work parties OR arrange for them to be hosted 
·  Enforce the highest standards of drill appearance and deportment. 
·  Supervise the Corporal in security of Arms and Camp. 
·  Teach 4th Coy Soldiers how to care for their equipment and in some cases how to make their equipment 
·  Monitor and ensure supplies are available to 4th Coy including Black Powder, Hoffco © and many other small 

but important items. 
·  Ensure mess arrangements are adequate and appropriate. 
·  Ensure 4th Coy as a unit is properly positioned on the right in formations and in camp according to regulations 

and long standing tradition in the British Army, to ensure historical accuracy.  
·  Represent 4th Coy at every NCO meeting at multi-unit larger events  
·  Be liaison from the Women of the Army to the leaders of the company 
·  Advise the Unit Officer on the general feelings of the members on re-enacting issues. 
·  Tell members when their appearance and or actions aren’t up to standards and assist in corrective action.  

Recommend to the membership “reassignment” should an individual be unable or unwilling to comply with 4th 
Coy Standards. 

 
The formal training of Corporals and “the Gentleman” will commence in Mid-January 2006.  

Interested Guardsmen should contact by any method, Captain Callaham, Sjt Sahlin or 
Corporal Vanderbeek as soon as possible but not later than 1 December 2005. 

Finis 



 

 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
As you are reading this in the December issue, you know that we are even now evaluating the applications of 
those who received the above notice via e-mail and have responded positively. As stated in the August issue, this is 
going to be the most difficult series of decisions that your leadership has had to make. All the applicants 
are good, qualified men. We have a fantastic pool of exceptional troops from which to choose our next 
set of leaders. Some will, regrettably, be disappointed. We simply can’t promote everyone who deserves 
it. This will be a hard choice. But we will make that choice and will rally behind the new cadre and 
continue with the growth and professional improvement of the 4th Coy, Bde of Guards with the spirit 
that has gotten us to this point. We’ve got a good thing going and we will continue to SHINE!  The Corporal 
candidates will be announced in the January issue as will the schedule for some of the early training sessions.  

ALL are welcome to attend the training sessions. 
This will be an ongoing process of NCO and Junior Leader Development! 

 
As Sir Boyle Roche, 18th century Member of Parliament from Ireland said:  

"All along the untrodden paths of the future I can see the footprints of an unseen hand." 
 
The bottom line is that we are entering into a new era for the 4th Company, Brigade of Guards. We’ve not had a change 
of command in many, many years and to completely replace the command structure, including NCOs, is a major step.  It 
is also going to be a very POSITIVE  step for all concerned. I’m frankly excited to see where it takes us and am looking 
forward to helping the company to continue to grow and improve by full support of the new cadre as they individually 

take on their new responsibilities. The challenge is before us all to continue to grow and improve! 
 
It is therefore with great pride and pleasure that your Cadre 
announces the selection of Geoff Sheffer to be Gentleman 
Volunteer in the 4th Coy! Geoff, in the real world, is an IT specialist 
working for the Navy. He’s a retired Navy Commander (equal to an 
Army Lt. Colonel) and has real world command experience. His lady 
Barbara also has been an officer’s wife and has worked with 
“Wardroom Wives” and will doubtless be a tremendous asset to 
the company in the role of Officer’s Lady (and occasional scullery if 
she follows my Deb’s example). Geoff has been doing a lot of 
independent study and understands the commitment of time and 
treasure that he is making to YOU! 

CONGRATULATIONS, “Mr. Sheffer, GV”! 
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Geoff, I look forward to your training and to introducing you around among the various 
Crown Forces and Doodle commanders with whom you will be working over the next few 
years. We have heavy campaigning coming up – this is excellent timing for your promotion! 
 

(I won’t even mention the “Sticker shock” he’s suffering while pricing his officer’s kit.) 
 

Due to Mr. Sheffer’s new assignment and promotion, we will be shifting the responsibilities of 
Company Quartermaster from him to Pvt Henry Irving . Thank you, Henry, for your willingness 

to serve. (Let the Record show that he VOLUNTEERED!!). The good news also is that Henry is 
changing jobs and should be more available to be with the Company in the field. Always glad to 

hear of one of our own doing well on the outside! 
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2006 – The 225 th of 1781 - The Campaigns that decided  the War! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2005 winding down and into 2006 
LEGEND: 
IF THE TEXT IS RED - major company event that we voted on and will support – MAJOR EFFORT 
IF THE TEXT IS GREEN - means some interest and we’ll be there 
Blue text is an event that is particularly interesting, but no decisions have been made. 
IF THE TEXT IS IN REGULAR FONT or Bold Black – means either new listing or very slight interest 
IF YOU SEE (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of Guards was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. 
IF YOU SEE: BAR or BARS, it is a BAR hosted, sanctioned, or supported event. BB means British Brigade 
******************************************** 
National organization web sites have other event listings:  Brigade of the American Revolution: http://www.brigade.org  
British Brigade’s Website at: http://www.britishbrigade.org 
 

Commemorating the Campaigns of 1780 
THE IMPORTANT ACTION OF THE WAR IS IN THE SOUTH! 

 
BAR Southern Department events: Done for the year 

“BIG THREE” national events. Done for the year. 
 
Remaining 2005 events: 11th Annual Battle of Great Bridge Reenactment on Saturday and Sunday December 3 
and 4, 2005 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM in Chesapeake, Virginia.   The encampment and battle reenactments are held 
on the actual site of the 1775 Battle.  
  
Dec. 31 – Battles of Trenton, NJ  - We have opted out of this one this year. Hosts have been informed. 
 

2006 – Planning the Campaigns of 1781! 
 

The BAR Southern Dep’t planning calendar is looking like:  
 

January 14, 15 Cowpens 225th Near Chesnee, SC 
March 18, 19 Guilford Courthouse 

Date TBA, School of Instruction – Williamsburg area 
July 15, 16 Green Spring 225th – Williamsburg Winery 

Sept 8, 9 Fanning Raid 225th Hillsborough, NC 
Date TBA Old Salem – Rebel occupation (this one is under review) 

Oct 19 - 22 Yorktown 225th 
 

 
Here is what is going onto the British Brigade Calendar for consideration: 

 

18-19 March  Guilford Courthouse, 225th Anniversary 
Greensboro, North Carolina - Web Site  

21-22 May Possible British Brigade/Continental Line Event 
Albany, New York  

20-24 July  Halifax Citadel; 100th Anniversary of the departure  of the last British garrison 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada- King's Rangers. 

 
 
 



 

 
 

22-23 July 
(tentative dates)  

Grand Forage, 225th Anniversary - BAR/BB 
White Plains, Ward Pound Ridge Reservation- Web Site  

20-22 October  Siege of Yorktown, 225th Anniversary - BAR/BB  
Yorktown, Virginia - Web Site  

 

EVENT LIST FOR US TO THINK ABOUT: 
 

Jan 14, 15 - Battle of Cowpens, SC (BARS) 225th http://www.cowpens225.com/  This promises to be a really great re-
creation of a very significant battle. The NPS is being extremely accommodating to reenactors for this event.  
 
”The fight will happen off site. Pictures of the off site battle field will be posted on the website very soon. Please check 
the WEB site often as it will be updated regularly.”  Troops: I have been asked to command the Crown Forces for 
this one and would love to have some of my Guardsmen there with me! It was a significant action. Amenities are: 
 

1. Warm indoors quarters for troops who don’t want to camp in January (and outstanding stables for 
horses) 

2. POWDER PROVIDED! – Don’t bring any. I’ve seen the cartridges that are being rolled, some 17,000 of 
them. They are nice, 115 grains of 3F, properly rolled. 

3. Secured parking (24 hour Sheriff patrols for security) 
4. Shuttles through the National Park to take anyone who is getting too cold to one of the nearby 

“quarters” buildings to warm up. 
5. Commemorative activities on the National Park – good battles just off of it on similar terrain. 

This is shaping up to be among the best planned, best supported events of the 225th Anniversary cycle. 
 
Feb 18, 19 Catawba Crossing, near Charlotte NC – (GUARDS – 225th) This was at the beginning of the Race to 
the Dan. It will be held at Rural Hill Farm near Charlotte. This was the FIRST significant action by the Guards 
in the Southern Campaigns.  The “Catawba Crossing” was opposed by NC Militia under the Rebel General 
Davidson. A Loyalist Scout assigned to the Guards, Frederick Huger, is credited with shooting General 
Davidson. After the war, he was murdered in retaliation for it. The Guards had to force a crossing at a deep ford 
under heavy fire. Most of Lord Cornwallis Army was held up due to a cannon overturning on a road, blocking 
the following units of Webster’s Brigade, so the Guards had to make the assault on their own. For more info: 

http://www.ruralhillfarm.org/servlet/Main?page=Spir itOfHornetsNest 
 

Feb 19, The annual Fort Ward President’s Day celebration and battle in Alexandria, VA. 
 
NEW LISTING!  Feb 25 (one day only) Hillsborough, NC (GUARDS), The Alliance for Historic Hillsborough has 
invited the 4th Company, Brigade of Guards to participate in their Annual Revolutionary War Living History Program 
on Saturday, February 25, 2006.  The event is a one-day presentation of Revolutionary War camp life held on the 
grounds of the Alexander Dickson House, which is also the Orange County Visitor Center.  It is located at 150 E. King 
Street, Hillsborough, North Carolina.  The program runs from 10am-4pm, with camp set up beginning at 9am. 
 
Please visit their website at www.historichillsborough.org to learn more. Additional details were in the Nov, 05 
“Gazette.” 
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March 18, 19 – BIG, BIG event planned for Guilford Courthouse, 225th (GUARDS – 225th) It 
was the bloodiest day of the war for the Guards and one of the bloodiest battles of the war in general. The Guards went 
into that day with more than 800 men in eight companies. After the battle, they could barely muster a little over 400 fit 
for duty in four companies! Considering that about 100 Guardsmen were left to protect the trains, this tells you what 
kind of a day it was for the Guardsmen who were engaged. The 2d BN virtually ceased to exist. We need the absolute 
MAXIMUM turnout for this very significant GUARDS an niversary. If you can only make one event this year – 
make it this one or Yorktown. NOTE: Colonel Jonathan Lloyd, Grenadier Guards, UK Military Advisor to the 
UN, is planning to field with us! You’ve seen the e-mails about his involvement in our pending trip to take part in 
the 350th Anniversary of the Grenadier Guards. He needs a FIRST CLASS ESCORT at Guilford!! 
 
April 22 – 23 225th of Petersburg! BIG PLANS IN THE WORKS! These are good people and we always have fun 
at this event. 
 
NEW LISTING: April 29, 30 – 4th Annual Living History Festival at Musgrove’s Mill State Park, SC. This is a 
large living history event. There will be battle scenarios but without opposing forces (they follow NPS guidelines on 
reenactments). Usual amenities plus Saturday night dinner is provided. If anyone is interested, please let me know. 
 
May 6, 7 Battle of Fort Watson (225th). This was an interesting S C battle that saw Loyalist forces on top of an antient 
Indian mound defending against rebel militias. The Rebels overcame the Loyalists in part by building a firing tower that 
gave them a height advantage. Interesting site. From a bicentennial era event, I can say that they had LOTS of chiggers!! 
 
May 6, 7 Rock Ford, near Lancaster, PA 
 
May 20-21, 2006 Ninety Six NHS will host its second 225th anniversary celebration  "Ninety Six... the Siege" .   
Ninety Six's siege lasted 28 days and involved General Nathanael Greene's 1,000 patriots laying siege to Colonel John 
H. Cruger's loyalist-held garrison of 550 troops. Folks, this is one of the PRECIOUS few National Parks that is seriously 
reenactor – friendly. This will be an event worth attending.  http://www.nps.gov/nisi/home/225th_anniverx.html 

 
May 27 & 28 with an alternate date of May 20 & 21 – Boone’s Homestead, PA more to come. 
 
June 2-4, 2006 225th Anniversary of the Siege of Fort Cornwallis, North Augusta, SC  
 
June 23 - 27  UTR – 225th (GUARDS) Here is the latest from Radford Polinsky: “My preliminary notion is to 
structure the weekend as a combination of UTRs, with Friday being the usual March In, Saturday Troop the Colours, 
and Review. Sunday will have a Drum Head Church Service, Review, and a mini-March Out of the troops going to 
"encamp" over in the fields behind William and Mary. Monday and Tuesday we will return to the Provost Guard 
scenarios of the last three years. This assumes that some of the troops will not be able to stay the full five days of the 
event, and we will need to moderate our activities to accommodate reduced numbers of troops. However, if you think 
that most of your people will be able to stay through Tuesday I would be willing to propose a more ambitious schedule, 
including Guard Duty into the evening. Remember, five days means Saturday night, Sunday night, AND Monday night 
at Chownings, and there will be a Tattoo all three nights as well.  Doing UTR for five days will give us a rare chance 
to live as an Army on campaign, on the actual ground, 225 years to the day from when it really happened. ”  
That’s straight from the coordinator. These dates give us a couple of weeks to cool down before: 
 
July 8, 9 – GRENADIER DAY – MANCHESTER ENGLAND. I’l l let you see what Colonel Johnathan Lloyd, 
Grenadier Guards (the real ones) has to say: “ The event which would be most appropriate, in my view, for your 
group to participate in would be Grenadier Day on Sunday 9 July 2006. This is an annual event where all members of 
the Regiment past and present gather together. The day centres on a number of major arena displays (for example by the 
Regimental Band and the Battalion) as well as many display stands organised by Regimental Association branches and 
the Regiment. Your group could probably be involved in both. It would give your group the best opportunity to meet a 
wide variety of Grenadiers past and present.” 
 
 



 

 
 

”Grenadier Day this year is taking place near Manchester in the north of England, which is our largest recruiting area. 
On Saturday 8 July the Regiment is exercising its Freedom of the City with a formal parade (marching through the centre 
of the city with colours flying, drums beating and bayonets fixed!). There will also be a Band Concert in the City that 
evening. I am sure that your group would have the opportunity to spectate at the parade and to obtain tickets for the 
concert. You could fly direct to Manchester or via London, if you prefer. The Victory Club is a good choice for 
accommodation in London and I am sure that the Regimental Association will be able to advise about Manchester, 
should you decide with the Regimental Adjutant to pursue this option.” MORE TO COME! 
 
July  15, 16 - Battle of Green Spring 225th  (BARS) (GUARDS – last “field battle” of the WAR!)  Wi ll be GOOD – 
but the timing is not too good with the England trip the week before!! I’ve notified the organizers that we 
probably won’t be able to support this one, DARN IT. 
 
July 23 – 26 – GRAND FORAGE – (probable BAR, BB) This event has been confirmed at the same site as the big 
White Plains show a few years back (Ward Pound Ridge – Westchester County, NY). However this event will be 
expanded, and will reflect the foraging clashes between the French/Continental army and the British garrison in NY 
City. Expect more battles, further ranging afield, and stock prices in the black powder industry to rise sharply. It was a 
firefight last time, and this one will utilize more real estate. Stay tuned for details at the umbrella meetings this winter. 
 
Sep 2, 3 (Labour Day weekend) – Eutaw Springs, SC. This was one of the bloodiest battles of the war. 
 
Sep 8, 9 Fanning’s Raid on Hillsborough (225th BARS). This was an interesting incident in which one of the most 
notorious Tories in the South, David Fanning, captured most of the Rebel NC Legislature and carried them off to 
Wilmington (which directly lead to his being ambushed at Lindley’s Mill for one of the more bitter fights of the war). 
According to the BARS event coordinators: “The Alliance for Historic Hillsborough is hosting the event September 9-
10, 2006.    In order to broadly appeal to both visitors and participants, the hosts wish to include regulars and militia 
(both Crown and Congressional) for the weekend.  The portrayal of Fanning's Raid would be interpreted by scenarios on 
Saturday -- participants will be encouraged to bring civilian/militia attire.  The Alliance is looking into using the grounds 
of the house (now a private residence) where the governor was captured for one of the vignettes.  Remember, most 
Southern Department events get fewer than 40 participants.   We don't anticipate broad participation from other regions -
- especially with Yorktown coming the following month.  However, if it looks like we may have large numbers, we may 
look into doing a Lindley's Mill scenario on Sunday.” 
 
”We're looking at two possible locations for the camp(s) -- either a park located near the 18th C house that is used as the 
visitor center (most likely) or Ayr Mount, a 19th C plantation about .7 miles outside of town.” 
 
”A number of Southern Dept. members have attended an annual commemoration (of Cornwallis' short occupation) that 
the Alliance holds in February, so we are used to working with them.   Hillsborough is a small town with a number of 
early structures and a great appreciation for preservation.  The Alliance is planning on having other activities throughout 
the weekend possibly including a seminar on the Raid.  I anticipate great interest on the part of the town residents.” 
 
Todd Dickinson and Chris Hughes (NC Volunteers) are the coordinators for the event. The Cornwallis Occupation event 
has gotten good reviews over the years for solid hosting by the town and a good time. 
 
Sep 16, 17 - Rippon Lodge (W3R) Woodbridge VA (W3R designates events in conjunction with the Washington-
Rochembeau Revolutionary Route – a big deal planned with the NPS and other organizations to commemorate the 
movement of those forces from NY to Yorktown). This will probably not involve Crown troops and will be a strictly 
Doodle affair. If you wish to go heckle them, please feel free!! 
 
October 18 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) The web page for the 225th of the Siege of Yorktown is up 
at www.siegeofyorktown.org .  Currently, there is basic event information such as dates and general highlights.  In the 
coming months, a full schedule of events, registration information, etc. will be posted. NOTE: There is a plan to 
recreate the “Abercrombie Sortie” on the Saturday of the event – ON the National Park! That action heavily 
involved the Guards! 
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2007 Events in the Planning Stages: 
 

June – exact date to be announced – Boone’s Homestead, PA 
 

“Good enough – ISN’T!” “Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!” 
 
 
Historical Note:  Why the heck do we call our newsletter “Ye Olde Goate’s Gazette”??? For the newer members, 

when the company originally formed in the late ‘60s, back before the 
American War of Independence Bicentennial, we were a militia unit 
(YIKES! ). Some of us (okay – me and Lloyd to start with) wanted to be 
British Regulars. We cast about for a unit to join (not much available in ’69 
and ’70) and we first affiliated with the 10th - - until we were informed that 
we’d be expected to make monthly drills - - in Chelmsford, MA! We then 
affiliated with the 43d Reg’t of Foot, back when Gedney Godwin was 
commanding it. That was moving along pretty well when, one day, we got a 
note informing us that we’d be expected to also have an impression for the 2d 
PA! Since we were mostly in the Carolinas and VA, where the 2d PA wasn’t, 

that made no sense – plus we wanted to be Redcoats! So, we wound up joining the 23d Reg’t of Foot and created a 
Southern company of the Royal Welch Fusiliers in 1971. After 25 years as Fusiliers, we parted ways and formed the 4th 
Company, Brigade of Guards. Back in the early ‘70s, our first company newsletters were kind of sporadic until Pvt. 
Lonnie Weatherington took the initiative and started putting out a more regular publication. Since the 23d has been 
known, from well before the Revolution, for its Regimental Goat, he whimsically named the newsletter “Ye Olde 
Goate’s Gazette.” The title stuck and the newsletter has evolved. Even as Guardsmen, we continued the name simply 
out of a sense of company tradition. We’re used to it. So, there you have it. 
 
Interesting Guards officer image found: Professor Greg Urwin of Temple University puts out info on images of 
British soldiers during our era. In his words:    “Believe it or not, but this mousey-looking fellow served for 
more than twenty-six years as an officer in the 1st Regiment of Foot Guards and ended his career in the 
British Army as a lieutenant general. 
 
            The Honorable Spencer Cowper was born in England in 1729.  
He was the second son of William Cowper, Clerk of the Parliaments.  
Spencer’s father died in 1740.  Spencer’s first cousin, William Cowper, 
became a noted poet.  His elder brother, William Cowper, became a 
major in the British Army. 
 

Spencer Cowper purchased an ensigncy in the 1st Foot 
Guards  on January 17, 1746/47.  He advanced to the dual rank of 
lieutenant and captain on February 2, 1753.  He was promoted to 
captain-lieutenant and lieutenant-colonel on July 27, 1760.  He took his 
next step upward on December 22, 1761, when he received his 
commission as captain and lieutenant-colonel.  On May 25, 1772, he 
became a brevet colonel.  He retired from the 1st Foot Guards on 
November 24, 1773, but that did not write an end to his days on the 
government’s payroll. 
 
            Cowper was appointed lieutenant governor of Tynemouth Fort in 
1774.  On February 19, 1779, he was elevated to major general.  He had to wait until September 28, 1787, for 
his next promotion, when he was named a lieutenant general.  He died at Ham, Surrey, less than a decade 
later on March 13, 1797. 
 
            The catalog entry prepared for this oval painting by Sotheby’s claimed that Cowper “commanded a 
brigade in the American war,” but I can find no mention of him participating in any of the British Army’s 
operations during that conflict. 
 



 

 
 

            General Cowper posed for this watercolor portrait by John Downman in a civilian suit consisting of a 
collarless blue coat with brass buttons and a matching waistcoat.  That indicates that Cowper saw himself as 
a retired gentleman, rather than a dauntless warrior.  I suspect that his lieutenant governorship and his 
promotions to major general and lieutenant general were sinecures to recognize his decades of faithful 
service and to provide him with a living for his old age.  He certainly affected non-ostentatious dress for this 
portrait.  Either he was an extremely modest man, or these may have been the best clothes he possessed.  
(On the other hand, he could afford to pay George Romney 18 guineas on December 22, 1780, for a portrait 
of the general’s son George, who was about to depart for the West Indies.)   
 
            My (Greg’s) deepest thanks, as always, to John Houlding for Cowper’s commission history.  Perhaps 
someday we will discover a portrait of the old soldier painted while he was in his prime and serving with the 
1st Foot Guards . Until then, we will have to make do with this likeness of a Redcoat in blue. 
 
I’ll add MY thanks to that of Greg – and will add thanks to Greg himself for his diligent research into Redcoat 
Images from our era of interest. He’s found some fascinating material. 
 
18th Century Foodways: I don’t know how many of us really like to cook, but I DO know that we all like to eat! 

Here’s a neat reference for those who wish to study actual recipes (called “receipts” in our era). This came off of 
an 18th century foodways list that I’m on: http://dspace.dial.pipex.com/town/lane/kal69/shop/pages/glossm.htm 

 
It's a glossary of terms used in 1700's cooking! My thanks to a young lady named “Connie” for this link. 

 
Another really cool website for the gourmands among us is: http://www.historicfood.com/portal.htm  

 
And here’s an interesting receipt!!! A post-battle toddy for winter’s night: Robert Sulentic posted this to a board 
recently: The rebels reportedly made this punch after the battle of Trenton in December 1776: 
 
    1 full rain barrel 
    1 cask of rum 
    1 hogshead of sugar 
    Stir with fence rail 
    Serve up in shoes. 
 
   One wonders what they mixed it in!!! 
 

 
Firelock maintenance: Norm Fuss of the 1st NC posted this to a list recently. Norm has about as much experience 
with our type of weaponry as anyone out there – original and reproduction – blank and live fire. I found this 
interesting. Our thanks to Norm for permission to use it in the Gazette: “ A (large :-) ) number of years ago I had 
the privilege of spending a day with the conservators in Her Majesty's Tower of London.  I asked them how 
they keep all that ancient armor etc. from rusting in the damp atmosphere down on the Thames River.  Their 
reply -- Petroleum Jelly (Vaseline)! 
 
Ever since then I have used it on my swords, bayonets, bright musket barrels -- in short all my bright iron 
items.  It has worked very well for me.  It tends to spread over the surface and fill in pin holes and the like to 
provide good long term protection.  Even in the rain, my bright musket barrels end up with only a few light rust 
spots which are easily scoured away.   
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And it is easy to apply -- I just put some on my hand and rub it on.  A light coat is all that is necessary, and it 
is no more "greasy" than a light coating of oil.  It will wear off in spots during an active weekend of handling in 
the field.  And the flash of the pan will remove it from around the touch hole, leaving that area unprotected 
until it is cleaned and another coating of petroleum jelly applied.  But it is easily reapplied in the field, and it 
tends to encapsulate any small bits of fouling that may be present so as to retard their rust producing action 
until I get home and can do a thorough cleaning. 
 
I have tried other methods of preserving the brightness of my iron work.  Lubricating oil goes on easily but 
does not seem to provide the same degree of protection.  Paste waxes like Butchers Wax and automotive  
polishes that I have tried always left pin holes where rust started, even when they were applied in multiple 
coats and even when I heated the applied wax in an attempt to melt/spread it.  Plus the wax was a lot of  
work and seemed to provide no better field durability than the petroleum jelly.”  
 
There you have it. Makes sense – one thing that Norm didn’t mention is that, with a coat of Petroleum Jelly on 
the barrel, as the barrel heats during extended firing, the stuff will actually fill in the expanding pores – almost 
like “seasoning” an iron pot. One fellow wrote a response mentioning that it will clog a touchhole pretty 
thoroughly – so “don’t goop it one” in that area and make sure you clear the hole before priming and firing. The 
Petroleum Jelly should make the barrel a lot more rust/moisture –resistant.  
 
Of course, we also have the following from Paul Ackerman of the BAR – who is a curator of weapons at the West 
Point Museum!! “ I am more to Norm's liking of grease--my personal favorite is surgical gel (water soluble for 
easy clean up) and non-irritating.  No joke--try KY.” We never stop learning. 

 
 

Here’s another from Professor Greg Urwin’s wonderful store of Redcoat Images. Look upon the face of a 
Coldstreamer who served in America! 

(And WHAT a middle name!!!) 
 

Linnea Bass, the accomplished historian of the Foot Guards in the American War of Independence, just 
informed me (Urwin) that George Catchmaid Morgan  was a Revolutionary War veteran, though just barely.  
He belonged to the Foot Guards drafts that shipped out of England in March 1781 and caught up with the 
Brigade of Guards in the summer while Lieutenant General Charles, Earl Cornwallis, and his British army 
were occupying Williamsburg, Virginia (the original “Under the Redcoat” as Linnea put it).  That meant 
Morgan experienced about three and a half months of combat duty before the war’s unfortunate denouement 
at Yorktown.  Here are Linnea’s notes on Morgan: 
 
”Morgan, George              Cm Gds  Lt.Col. 
    Army Ensign 2 Sept. 56. 
    Promoted to 1st Gds. Ensign 1 March 58 (Phillipart p. 303). 
    Promoted to Captain 23 Aug. 62. 
    Promoted to Lt. Col. 26 May 75. 
    Ordered to America 10 Dec. 1780 (SG London OB). 
    Jenkinson to Waldegrave Dec. 1780 -- some problem over 
Morgan's rank and going to America (Brit. Mus. ADD Mss 
38,308). 
    Shipped for America March 81. 
    Surrendered prisoner of war at Yorktown (MacK II:26). 
    Army Col. 16 May 81; Maj. Gen. 28 April 90 (Phillipart p. 
303). 
    2nd Major 26 May 99 (MacK II:488-489).  OOPS - 1789? 
   Possibly a son of Charles Morgan of Tredegar, Monmouthshire, 
who was in the Guards?  (Valentine)” 
 



 

 
 

So we have finally come face to face with a Guardsm an who endured the perils of 
the Yorktown siege and the humiliation of Cornwalli s’ surrender. 

 
George Catchmaid Morgan was born in 1740-41 in Wales.  He was just a lad when he entered the 

British Army, obtaining an ensigncy in the 6th Regiment of Foot on September 2, 1756.  He moved up in the 
army’s pecking order when he became an ensign in the Coldstream Guards on March 1, 1758.  He advanced 
to the dual rank of lieutenant and captain in the Coldstream Guards on August 23, 1762.  He had to wait more 
than twelve years for his next promotion.  On May 26, 1775, he obtained the dual rank of captain and 
lieutenant-colonel.  He received a general brevet promotion to colonel on May 16, 1782.  His next real 
promotion occurred on May 26, 1789, when he became the Coldstream Guards’ second major.  Morgan leapt 
to the rank of a major general on April 28, 1790.  He resigned from the Coldstream Guards on May 1, 1793, 
but he remained on the major generals’ list for some time after that.  Morgan lived until 1823.   
 
            Morgan posed for this striking portrait by Sir Joshua Reynolds on January 15, 16, 19, 22, 24, and 26, 
1787, as well as February 4 and 7.  On April 15, 1788, Reynolds received a payment of 200 guineas for his 
work, and the portrait went on exhibit at the Royal Academy later that year. 
 
            Morgan does not wear a regulation uniform in this portrait, but rather a form of military dress.  His coat 
is an extremely light shade of scarlet, with a collar and cuffs made of material so dark blue that it looks black 
on the jpegs.  The coat has no lapels, and it appears to be single-breasted.  The buttons are gilt and they are 
set singly.  Morgan wears slashed cuffs with two gilt buttons on the short scarlet patches set vertically on the 
lower sleeves.  A gold epaulette adorns Morgan’s right shoulder.  Note the gilt buttons beneath the pocket 
flap on his right coattail.  The coattails are not turned back, which makes it impossible to tell the color of the 
coat’s lining. 
 
            Morgan also wears a white ruffled shirt.  It is not clear if his neck is covered with a black stock or a 
white roller.  His white waistcoat is double-breasted with white, cloth-covered buttons.  He also has white 
buttons and stockings, and a pair of black leather knee boots with brown leather tops.    
 
            Morgan holds an unlaced black cocked hat in his left hand, which also grasps an elegant walking 
stick.  His right hand is thrust into his waistcoat pocket.  A gold mounted small sword with a gold sword knot 
and black leather scabbard hangs from his left side.  Finally, Morgan wears his hair whitened and queued 
with side curls. 
 
            This portrait is sometimes mislabeled as “Major General George Catchmaid Morgan,” but it was 
painted three years before Morgan attained that rank. 
 

HISTORY FOUND!  In many papers, including the Daily 
Telegraph, there is an article about Banastre Tarleton's 
3rd g-grandnephew, a former officer of the GRENADIER  
GUARDS, who is consigning four flags captured by 
Tarleton to Sotheby's to auction in New York next year. 

 
http://news.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2
005/11/22/nflag22.xml or: http://tinyurl.com/7dz9m  

Here’s a good site with info regarding the symbolism – according to 
Ben Franklin: 

http://www.historycarper.com/resources/twobf3/devices.htm 
 
Halloween revisited. This is what Rebel rations will 

do for you! Name the Guardsman! 
 

(His head wound is even better than Pvt Berger’s 
was at the EFT filming!): 
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He who dares not offend cannot be honest. -- Thomas Paine 
 
"Our business, like any other, is to be learned by constant practice and experience; and our experience is to 
be had in war, not at reviews." 
  
Lieutenant General Sir John Moore  (1761-1809) 

 
P.S. If you do not receive this, of course it must have miscarried: therefore I beg you write and let me know.  - Sir 

Boyle Roche, 18th century MP 
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