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4th Company, Brigade of Guards 

  in America, LTD   

                      "Ye Olde Goate's Gazette"����

 
Affiliations: Brigade of the American Revolution, British Brigade, Southern Crown Forces 
  uardsmen: 225th - The Campaigns of 1781! The War is DECIDED in the South! 

2006 - - our Company’s 35th year of service to King George, III! 
Our 9th anniversary as GUARDSMEN! 

October, 2006 
����������	
���	
���
�
��������	�
������	��
���������������	�� �
����
�������������	
����������� !"#��

$!
����%��&&�"������'�		���
	���()*�+�!&�,#�&�	��-� .�	
�
���
	
�������
�������������	������/�

“Confido Masculini!” (New Motto per Pvt Berger – Latin corrected by Fife r Cole)  
 
AAR: Hillsboro -  Private Flash and I had a good time as militia types. This was a small BAR – Only event 
commemorating the raid by Loyalist leader David Fanning with about 600 men that captured the Rebel 
Governor of NC and a large part of the State Government. Norm Fuss did an admirable job portraying 
Governor Burke. We had the use of some of the historic houses and though the event was in town, some of 
the BAR folks and organizers had gone to great pains to camouflage the modern intrusions. Road signs were 
covered with burlap and had boughs and brush tied to the poles, road-block sawhorses had similar disguises 
on the “action” side while doing their jobs of blocking off streets on the other. We actually got to burn a pretty 
good bit of powder during the approach and in the process of liberating some Loyal friends of the King while 
taking many Doodle prisoners – including some Continentals. A nice soirée was held Saturday evening and 
the process was repeated on Sunday. The BAR Southern Department has a lot of good people who know how 
to put on a good event. We need to support them with greater efforts and numbers. 

________________________ ________________________ 
 

2006 – The 225 th of 1781 - The Campaigns that decided  the 
War! 

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2006 
LEGEND: 
IF THE TEXT IS RED - major company event that we voted on and will support – MAJOR EFFORT 
IF THE TEXT IS GREEN - means some interest and we’ll be there 
Blue text is an event that is particularly interesting, but no decisions have been made. 

IF THE TEXT IS IN REGULAR FONT or Bold Black – means either new listing or 
very slight interest 
IF YOU SEE (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of 
Guards was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. 
IF YOU SEE: BAR or BARS, it is a BAR hosted, sanctioned, or supported event. BB 
means British Brigade 
******************************************** 
National organization web sites have other event listings:  Brigade of the American 
Revolution: http://www.brigade.org 



British Brigade’s Website at:  http://www.britishbrigade.org 
 

2006 – The Campaigns of 1781! 
Remaining “Big Three” for the British Brigade: Yorktown 

The BAR Southern Dep’t planning calendar - just one left:  
Sept 8, 9 Fanning Raid 225th Hillsborough, NC 

 
EVENT LIST (Note: Listings are for the consideration of our troops. A listing here does NOT, I say 
again, NOT mean that we have selected it as one that we will be attending in force. Look for the colour code 

for that!) : 
 
October 13 – 14 – BE AT THE FIFE AND DRUM BUILDING BY 0900 on FRIDA Y for the MARCH IN! We 
want to look “scruffy” like we do for Friday at UTR . Info has been sent. It’s going to be FUN and all done in 
time to be home Saturday evening! 

October 19 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) The web page for the 225th of the Siege of Yorktown is up 
at www.siegeofyorktown.org .  Currently, there is basic event information such as dates and general 
highlights. Much more has been posted there in the last couple of weeks. Bookmark it and READ it! 

You’ve seen most of the important stuff - - EXCEPT – from Jonathan Bernhardt: 
 
Greetings Comrades, 

I will be hosting a BBQ at our house on the Saturday night!  Lara and I want to host a true 
throw-down at our house.  Menu will include BBQ pulled pork sandwiches, burgers, hot 
dogs, and plenty of liquid morale that Lara's company will provide.  Got to love Busch.   

Please let me know before the event if you plan to come.  At this time I have Ted staying in 
the guestroom and Galus and Niven staying on the couches.  More are welcome, just let me 
know.  
Other important Yorktown information: 
 
British Forces Order of Battle: 
 
1st Bde ( The BB Union with non BB units that would  apply if in the BB) i.e 60th etc. All blue faced 
units and Scots plus Germans). The Blue faced Engli sh units will play the Guards in required 
scenarios) 
 
2nd Bde. ( BB County and all other British Line Regiments) 
 
3rd Bde  ( BB Provincial and Loyalists) attached: North Atlantic Squadron Light Division ( to be pulled out 
of parent Bdes and used as Flying Reserve) ( This division will be attached to the "Guards"  Division in the  
Abercrombie assault). 
 
Each of the above will be inspected separately by NPS as listed above prior to mounting buses. 
 
You must fall in with your Bdes to be inspected at the times announced. We will not be able to form the 
army, due to time constraints,  until Saturday prior to the Abercrombie assault and again prior to the 
surrender ceremony on Sunday. I (Don Beale) requested the government change the standard 24 hour 
day to 26 for me that weekend but alas to no avail. 
 
NOTE that we will play a very prominent role in the ABERCROMBIE SORTIE  on Saturday evening. I have 
the honour to command that sortie – which will be held on the ACTUAL GROUND where it originally 
occurred. I’m not sure of what the logistics will be in re-creating the fight in the trenches and gun positions 
since it was mostly bayonet work, but be prepared to cross over 400 meters of ground in both directions. 
More details as we get there. This was a very significant Guards action. 
 



Nov 4, 5 Camden Field Days – back to the normal time and date. Daily battles, Guy Fawkes extravaganza, tavern 
frolic, jollification, etc., will gently ease you back into the old routines. The usual amenities (wood, bedding straw) 
will inspire cozy evenings around the campfire guaranteed to encourage heated debates a/o swapping of 
tales pertaining to arduous campaign trails you have left. Folks, this one is ALWAYS fun! Yeah – okay – so the 
Guards weren’t there. WE can still have a good time.  This is a good “wind down the season” event. 
 
Dec 2, 3 British Night Watch, St. Augustine Florida – This is always a good party event to end the season. It’s 
been many years since our company was represented there. Yes – a long trip for all of us, especially the Northern VA 
platoon, but if you plan some vacation time, it’s a worthwhile one. St. Augustine is a neat town with a LOT of history 
and is worth a trip – not a bad place to be in the winter-time. They are building towards a 225th styled event in 
2007, commemorating the influx of troops from the Carolinas in 1782. There are some rumblings about a 225th 
of the Siege of Pensacola as well – but it’s getting a bit late to plan anything serious. 

 
2007 Events in the Planning Stages: 

March 17 - 18,  2007: Guilford Courthouse Annual Commemoration Same time; same place; same scenario 
(maybe a few interesting extras – stay tuned!). 
 
March 31, April 1 – BAR Southern Department School of Instruction: Tannenbaum Historic Park, 
Greensboro. These Brigade schools are generally EXCELLENT! The level of scholarship is impressive and 
the presentations are always interesting. Wide ranges of topics are covered. This coming year will have a 
fascinating – and FUN – presentation on 18th century FENCING techniques with hands-on practice under the 
skilled and watchful eye of a Master fencing instructor who has done deep study into period blade technique. 
He will provide period style practice weapons and protective gear (as well as modern protective gear for more 
serious work). This will be very enlightening and just flat out fun. I know it’s a quick turnaround back to 
Tannenbaum Park for us – but the instruction and demonstrations will be well worth it. More to come as 
classes are solidified. 
 
May 5, 6, 2007, for a regional sized event at Jerusalem Mills, just 20 minutes outside of Baltimore, MD, 10 
minutes off of I-95.  Here is the web link to the event site:     http://www.jerusalemmill.org/index.html 
 
May 19, 20 Scotchtown (Home of Patrick Henry, just north of Richmond off of I-95 near King’s Dominion). 
BARS – mark your calendars. Details in the July 06 issue of the Gazette. This will be a militia/civilian event – 
pre-war but “with tensions growing.” It will NOT, I say again, NOT be a “redcoat” event. We can come out in 
civilian attire or maybe get by in smallclothes, but no regimentals. Scotchtown is a really neat site and is close to 
many of our members. It’s going to be a chance to do some pre-war impressions and to work on FIRPER skills in a 
fairly laid-back environment. We can portray citizens of Loyal leanings and generally make nuisances of ourselves.  
Should be fun! 
 
May 19, 20 Cowan’s Ford and Weitzell’s Mill commemorations at Rural Hill Plantation near Charlotte, NC. 
Several of us attended the 225th commemorations there this past year. It’s a cool site with some great reconstructed 
buildings and a good variety of terrain that make for some interesting and intense scenarios. The hosts are great. 
 
June 9 and 10, 2007: Bordentown, New Jersey – (BIG 3 Probably) This WILL be a British Brigade and 
Continental Line biggie for the ’07 season. The last time that they held an event there, it was the stuff of legends. Mark 
your calendars! They have a website up and running now: www.battleofbordentown.com  We keep getting good info 
on this one. 
 
June 29 – July 1 – UTR (Tentative date) It might get moved up to keep it away from the July date – but it would 
be wise to avoid Bordentown as much as possible. 
 
July 4, Williamsport, MD memorial service for Otho Williams. 
 
August 25 – 26, 230th Anniversary of the Battle of Cooch’s Bridge (BAR) 
 (The only AWI battle fought in Delaware). Brandywine State Park near Wilmington DE – not far from most of the 
NoVa platoon! The BAR National Board voted to make it part of the Main Department schedule for 2007.  See 
www.battleofcoochsbridge.org for details.  Though in the Main Department, it is only about 100 miles from the 
borders of the Southern Department and Southern troops participated in it (Virginia and North Carolina 
Continentals). 



 
Sep 8, 9 Rock Ford Plantation – Lots of talk – little detail thus far. 
Sep 8, 9 Brandywine 230th 
 
October 5 – 7, 2007 – RETURN TO TRYON PALACE for their “Home School Days” More to 
come – we’ve got a year and a half to plan for it. Mark your 2007 calendars now! (Note: This is also 
the proposed date of a big event at Saratoga. We’ll need to make up our minds early!) 
 
November - - mid-month – possible 225th of James Island, SC (there were about 100 
Guardsmen in that one!). Stay tuned. 
 
2008 – Whitpain – the “dry” sequel! More to come. 

 
“Good enough – ISN’T!” “Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!” 

 

Historical Notes: Sir Boyle Roche – Sjt Cassell put me onto the Wikipedia website bio of 
our old friend, Sir Boyle Roche – Member of the Irish House of Commons and whose 
quotes you’ve seen in just about every “Gazette” for the past several years. He got up a 
recruiting party for troops for American service that is an absolute MODEL for that 
purpose: “(September 1, 1775) Ireland, Cork. The Edinburgh Advertiser noted: 

Yesterday Major BOYLE Roche, representative in parliament for Tralee (who is raising a body of 
men for his Majesty's service) began recruiting here, and met with great success, which is not 
surprising, if we consider his connexions, and the uncommon support he has received from the 
noblemen and gentlemen of this province. His method of enlisting was as uncommon as it was 
pleasing to those who viewed the procession, which was as follows: Major Roche, bearing a 
large purse of gold. Captain Cowley. A great number of likely recruits. An elegant band of music, 
consisting of French horns, hautboys [oboes], clarionets, and bassoons, playing God Save the 
King. A large brewer's dray, with five-barrels of beer, the horse richly caparisoned and 
ornamented with ribbands. Two draymen with cockades to serve the beer, The recruiting 
serjeant. Drums [and] fifes. Another division of recruits. The returning soldiers. Prodigious 
concourse of [spectators?]. The following speech was made by Major Roche to the populace: 
Being appointed, through the favour of [our] most excellent governor, to raise a body of men for 
the service of his Majesty, I think it [a] most happy circumstance of my life to be the instrument of 
leading you to honour and renown. The laurels fought for and obtained in all parts [of] the globe 
[through] war, have procured us a fame so glorious as not to be equalled by people in any fame 
not to be sullied by the assaults of prejudice, nor the effects of time: not an action in which we 
were not victorious, not a siege in which we were not honoured. Will you, my dear countrymen, 
permit those laurels to fade, or those actions to be forgotten? 

No, forbid it, heaven! Let us now that we have it in our power convey to later posterity a renewal 
of our fidelity, and a confirmation of our loyalty. A more critical period never presented itself, nor 
had we ever a fairer opportunity of shewing our attachment to the illustrious house of Hanover, 
than the present, as his Majesty's deluded subjects in America are in open rebellion, and like 
unnatural children, wound their ever indulgent parent, forgetting the torrents of blood spilt, and 
heap of treasure expended for their preservation. His Sacred Majesty now calls and our fidelity 
obliges us, and I hope your instinct prompts you, to obey the dictates of so [grand] a master. Let 
us then, my brave and loyal countrymen, join hearts and hands and cheerfully step forth in the 
glorious cause of our Creator, our King and our Country. 



AFTER Yorktown, a young Guards officer was embroile d in an international 
incident of interest. This write-up was sent out by  Professor Greg Urwin, Temple 
U, recently: 
   Redcoat Images’ look at the life of Sir Charles Asgill, Second Baronet, elicited quick responses from two 
of our readers.  They are presented below in the order in which they arrived: 
 
            The first comes from historian Don N. Hagist: 
 

      “Since publishing my book on 
Roger Lamb ("A British Soldier's 
Story: Roger Lamb's Narrative of the 
American Revolution"), I have had 
the good fortune to be contacted by 
one of his descendants. This 
individual has a collection of 
unpublished writings by Roger Lamb 
that I am studying for possible 
publication. Included is a brief 
comment concerning Charles Asgill. 
It bears noting that Lamb has become 
devoutly religious in the years 
after leaving the army. Lamb wrote: 
 

“’In a conversation I had with 
genl. Asgill in Dublin in the 
year 1810, he told me his 
whole story and what his 
feelings were when ordered for 
execution. He said he was not 
quite 17 years of age at that 
time. He had not committed 
many sins, but had done a 
great many good and noble 
actions, and he was sure he 
would go to heaven for all the 
good actions he had done. O 
poor general Asgill this was a 
sandy foundation indeed! Is it 
not strange that men should 
think that they are born with 
repentance and faith in their 
heart as they are born with a 
tongue in the mouth.’” 

 
            The second comes from Chris Woolf, British Army 
veteran and sergeant of the reactivated light infantry 
company, 4th Regiment of Foot, one of the handsomest 
looking units in the hobby today: 
 

      “According to Pakenham's history of the '98 [ The Year of 
Liberty: The Great Irish Rebellion of 1798  by Thomas Pakenham], 
Asgill was unusually ruthless during the Irish rebe llion. 
 
      “Ironically, given his own experience on deat h row, (or 
perhaps because of it), he was merciless toward pri soners and 
rarely granted clemency. 
 
      “I recommend the book to anyone interested in  18th century 
counter-insurgency warfare.  You'll see how civiliz ed the American 
Revolution really was!!  And how well-armed the Ame ricans were.” 



            Many thanks to both Don and Chris for sharing these insights with us.  As a member of the 
reactivated 23rd Regiment of Foot in America, I (Greg Urwin) am excited to learn that Don has discovered 
additional writings by the most famous member of the original 23rd Foot to fight in the American War.  
Needless to say, I hope he publishes these new Roger Lamb manuscripts with all dispatch. 
___________________ 
 
            With the 225th anniversary of the Siege of Yorktown nearly upon us, Redcoat Images turns its 
attention to another officer who served in Virginia with Lieutenant General Charles, Second Earl 
Cornwallis. 
 
            Charles Asgill was born on April 6, 1762.  He was the only child of Sir Charles Asgill, First Baronet 
(1714-1788), by the latter’s second wife, Sarah Pratviel (d. 1816).  The life of the first Sir Charles testifies 
to the fact that a certain amount of social mobility existed in 18th-century England.  He started out as a 
collecting clerk for a banking house in Lombard Street, London.  A bright and ambitious man, he 
eventually became an eminently successful merchant and banker.  Wealth brought him position.  He was 
invested with a knighthood on November 22, 1752.  From 1752 to 1753, he held the office of Sheriff of 
London.  He was London’s Lord Mayor from 1757 to 1758.  On April 16, 1761, he was created First 
Baronet Asgill, of London. 
 
            The younger Charles Asgill began his military career in high style with the purchase of an ensigncy 
in the 1st Regiment of Foot Guards on February 27, 1778.   He received orders to join the Brigade of 
Guards engaged in battling the Rebels in North America on December 10, 1780.  On February 2, 1781, 
Asgill was promoted to lieutenant and captain.  He shipped out for America in March 1781.  After Asgill 
joined Cornwallis’ army, his company commander fell ill.  The young lieutenant and captain took charge of 
the unit and led it in a successful attack on a post held by local militia under an elderly colonel named 
Gregory.  Colonel Gregory was wounded and captured, and Asgill won the admiration of his enemies for 
his kindness toward a fallen foe.  As the Hibernian Magazine reported in 1782, the gallant Guardsman 
“supported [the stricken Gregory] himself, with an awful and tender respect most filial, evincing the true 
greatness of his amiable mind.” 
 
            Asgill survived the Siege of Yorktown, and he became one of the officers who remained in captivity 
with Cornwallis’ army.  Prisoners of war are supposed to be kept safe from harm if they do not attempt to 
rebel or escape, but Asgill almost became the victim of a tragic game of atrocity and reprisal. 
 
            In March 1782, a group of Loyalists attacked and captured a Rebel blockhouse in Monmouth 
County, New Jersey.  They also took a prisoner in that action – Captain Joshua Huddy of Toms River, 
whose company of New Jersey State Troops garrisoned the blockhouse.  Huddy was turned over to the 
Associated Loyalists at New York.  This council was seething over the death of Philip White, a Loyalist 
captured by the New Jersey militia who was killed while attempting to escape.  White’s friends in New 
York believed he had been murdered, and they yearned for revenge.  The Associated Loyalists had Huddy 
transported back to Toms River and hanged him. 
 
 News of this reprisal infuriated American Whigs.  When the British refused to turn over the officer 
who had conducted the execution, General George Washington decided to execute a prisoner holding the 
same rank as Huddy.  With the approval of the Continental Congress, Washington had the thirteen British 
captains with Cornwallis’ captured army draw lots at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in May 1782.  Asgill was 
undoubtedly the unluckiest of the unlucky thirteen.  Although he was considered a lieutenant within his 
own regiment, the Guards’ dual rank system made him a captain in the army. 
His luck went from bad to worse once the lottery began.  He drew the twelfth lot, and it turned out to be the 
fatal one. He was promptly placed in close confinement in New Jersey in supposed preparation for 
execution. 
 
            As it turned out, Washington delayed hanging Asgill.  He may have been influenced by reports of 
Asgill’s kindness to Colonel Gregory or that Sir Charles Asgill was reputedly a friend of the American 
cause.  At the same time, Sir Guy Carleton, the commander of British forces at New York, played a 
delaying game by convening a court martial to try the officer who executed Huddy – and then delayed 
conveying word of that officer’s acquittal to Washington. 



            During the intervening six months, Asgill sent word of his impending fate to his parent.  Lady Asgill 
appealed to the French court to intervene on her son’s behalf.  Her heart-rending letter especially touched 
the heart of Queen Marie Antoinette.  King Louis XVI and his queen sent a letter to Washington begging 
him to spare Asgill.  Washington referred the matter to Congress, which voted unanimously on November 
7, 1782, to grant its French ally’s request and ordered Asgill set free.  Many sources assert that Asgill was 
only seventeen years old at the time of this ordeal, but that appears to be the result of a misunderstanding 
or a deliberate exaggeration aimed at increasing the pathos of his story. 
 
            Asgill arrived at New York on November 19, 1782, and sailed for home, arriving in England before 
the end of the year.  He succeeded to the title of Second Baronet Asgill, of London, with his father’s death 
on September 15, 1788. 
 
            Sir Charles Asgill remained in the 1st Foot Guards and advanced to the rank of captain and 
lieutenant colonel on March 3, 1790. That same year, he became Equerry to the Duke of York.  When 
Britain went to war with Revolutionary France a few years later, Colonel Asgill took charge of a battalion of 
Foot Guards assembled at Warley Camp for foreign service.  He subsequently saw action against the 
French in Flanders.  He must have experienced some satisfaction in fighting the people who had 
overthrown and executed Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette.  Asgill was appointed a full colonel on 
November 26, 1795.   
 
            Asgill was promoted to brigadier general in 1797 and assigned to the staff of the British garrison in 
Ireland.  Promotion to major general came on January 1, 1798, and he participated in the suppression of 
the rebellion that rocked the Emerald Isle later that year.  On May 9, 1800, Asgill was appointed to the 
colonelcy of the 46th Regiment of Foot.  He was promoted to lieutenant general on January 1, 1805.  In 
February of the following year, he obtained the colonelcy of the 5th West India Regiment.  He switched 
regiments again on October 30, 1806, when he became the colonel of the 85th Regiment of Foot.  Still 
restless, he switched to the more senior 11th Regiment of Foot on February 25, 1807.  On June 4, 1814, 
Asgill was elevated to the rank of full general. 
 
            General Sir Charles Asgill, Second Baronet, never married.  On his death in 1823, his baronetcy 
became extinct. 
 
            The engraving seen here was published on April 1, 1786, as an illustration in John Andrews’ book, 
History of the War with America, France, Spain, and Holland:  Commencing in 1775 and Ending in 1783, 4 
vols. (London:  J. Fielding, 1785-86).  The engraving was apparently based on a portrait miniature, whose 
present location is unknown.  Asgill wears a scarlet frock coat with dark blue facings.  The collar and 
lapels are edged with gold lace, but the buttonholes on the facings are plain.  His buttons are gilt.  The 
collar buttons down over the top lapel button.  Curiously, Asgill sports a gold epaulette on his left 
shoulder.  A battalion company officer in the Foot Guards would have worn a single epaulette on his right 
shoulder.  It is not known if Asgill was assigned to the 1st Foot Guards grenadier company after his return 
to England.  If he was, it seems odd that he is shown wearing a cocked hat rather than a bearskin cap.  
The temporary light infantry company that served with Brigade of Guards in the American War was 
dissolved after the cessation of hostilities.  Thus either the artist took some liberties in depicting Asgill’s 
uniform, or the latter was a grenadier when he posed for his portrait. 
 
            Asgill also wears a white ruffled shirt, a black neckstock, and a white waistcoat.  His black cocked 
hat is plain, except for a gilt button and gold lace loop securing the cockade on the left front.  Asgill wears 
his hair en queue with side curls.  The hair also looks like it could have been powdered. 
 
            Both Linnea Bass and John Houlding did yeoman service in providing information on Asgill’s life 
and military career.  Redcoat Images continues to be deeply indebted to both of them. 
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"The English, who eat their meat red and bloody, show the savagery that goes 
with such food."  J.O. de la Mettrie 

����



 
  

"A democracy is a sheep and two wolves deciding on what to have for lunch. 
Freedom is a well armed sheep contesting the results of the decision." - Benjamin Franklin 

 
“If you do not receive this, it must have miscarried, therefore I beg you write and let me 

know.” Sir Boyle Roche, 18th century Member of the Irish Parliament 
 
Another good song: The Girl I left Behind Me/Brighton Camp (1758) 
(Ed. Note: These verses are supposed to be the earlier ones. This tune goes back to a publication as "In January Last" in 
D'Urfey's play "The Fond Husband." This song had verses added in the 19th century by Samuel Lover. It is considered 
traditional to play this tune in the British Army and Navy when departing for new quarters.)   

 
 
1. I'm lonesome since I crossed the hill,  3. The Bee shall honey taste no more, 
And o'er the moor and valley.    The dove become a ranger, 
Such grievous thoughts my heart do fill,  The dashing waves shall cease to roar, 
Since parting with my Sally.    Ere she's to me a stranger. 
I seek no more the fine and gay,   The vows we registered above 
For each doth but remind me,    Shall ever cheer and bind me, 
How swift the hours did pass away,   In constancy to her I love, 
With the girl I left behind me.    The girl I left behind me. 

 
2. Oh, ne'er shall I forget the night,   4. My mind her form shall still retain, 
The stars were bright above me,   In sleeping or in waking, 
And gently lent their silvery light,   Until I see my love again 
When first she vowed to love me.   For whom my heart is breaking.  
But now I'm bound for Brighton Camp,   If ever I should see the day 
Kind Heaven, then, pray guide me,   When Mars shall have resigned me, 

 And send me safely back again,   For evermore I'll gladly stay 
To the girl I left behind me.    With the girl I left behind me. 
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