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 "Ye Olde Goate's Gazette"����
 

Comrades: The Campaigns of 1780! The War Has Come South! 
October, 2005 

 
Tangier – 1680, Namur, Blenheim, Gibraltar, Ramilles, Oudenarde, Malplaquet, Dettingen 

(Official Battle Honours of the Guards prior to the American War of Independence) 
Tria Iuncta (Juncta) in Uno (Three into one) 
Remember our Home Page – URL: www.brigadeofguards.org 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to the following Guardsmen who are now “Gazetted” to the rank of Private from 
Recruit status: 

Rich Manzano as of 17 April (Petersburg) 
Erich Berger as of 17 April (Petersburg) 

 
Both men performed all the requirements of that rank, lacking only one or two items of kit which, through no 
fault of their own, they have been unable to obtain. They were tested in the drill and history at Petersburg and 
were declared proficient by Sjts Sahlin and Cassell as well as Cpl Vanderbeek. We have now decided to allow a 
variance in the Kit Requirement to allow these good men to advance.  That variance is only due to the fact that 
the items they are wanting are not readily available and the delay is not due to any procrastination on the part of 
the men. We won’t hold them back when their kit deficiencies are not their fault. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS also to Geoff Sheffer who passed all the requirements for advancement to Private in the 
4th Coy, Bde of Guards and is so appointed as of September 17, 2005 (Old Salem) where he also gave a very 
strong performance as Acting Corporal.                                      WELL DONE MEN! 
 
Remember our fighting men and women in the REAL conflict – Hats off to: 
Active: 

·  “In the Sandbox” – Marine Corporal Joe Novak (address for mail in the Sep 
“Gazette”) 

·  “On the Water” – Navy Reserve Captain Mark Chamberlain 
·  “On the Water” – Coast Guard Ensign Jonathan Bernhardt 
·  “In the Air” – USAF Airman Alli Weatherington (Lonnie’s Daughter, and 

sometime camp wench) 
·  “Planning” – Army Colonel Jerry Weisinger 

 
We all appreciate our military members and wish them the greatest success in the continuing 
defense of our country. We pray for their personal safety and for that of all of the brave men 
and women who daily place themselves in harm’s way to protect us from those who would see us 
dead simply for not believing in their particular fanaticism. 
 
The 4th Coy family has many more involved in our national defense than you might suspect. In 
addition to the uniformed service members listed above, we have many who are in various 
occupations that directly or indirectly support the military. They too deserve our utmost 
appreciation and support.
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No longer in uniform, some pure civilian, but still in direct support: 
·  “Planning and Close Fight” – Army Colonel (Ret) Tony Vanderbeek (aka “Cpl Punishment”) A GS 

employee who also helps his wife, Debbie, in HER job with the Red Cross. Been busy lately with 
Hurricane relief! 

·  “Support, Home and Abroad” American Red Cross – Debbie Vanderbeek (Been busy lately with 
Hurricane relief in the NoVA area – dealing with evacuees.) 

·  “Planning” – Army Colonel (Ret) Ted Sahlin (aka “Sgt Grumpy Pants!”) 
·  “Obtaining Funding for the Army” – Army Lt. Colonel (Ret) Daphne Sahlin 
·  “Design under the water” – TJ Vanderbeek (Secundus) – Navy civilian engineer 
·  “Design in the air” – Ray Cassell – Company official Rocket Scientist! Civilian Engineer Defense 

Contractor 
·  “Keeping Navy IT straight “  –  Navy Commander (Ret) Geoff Sheffer 
·  “Support, Home and Abroad” Goodwife Barbara Sheffer, Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 

Director of Volunteer Support & New Orleans area Coordinator for Hurricane Katrina response.  
·  “Training the Troops pre-deployment” – Army Special Forces SFC (Ret) Michael Tate 
·  “Logistics” – Michael Galus (“Amateurs study tactics; professionals study logistics” – anon.) 

 
ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, MARINES, COAST GUARD -- -- We have a complete set! God Bless ‘Em!! 

And we have others who are prior military, are in the defense industry, or are involved in other organizations that 
directly support the efforts of our troops! We appreciate all of them. We ALL support them, each in our own way.  

Keep our friends and comrades in your prayers, especially those in harm’s way. 
 

Sad News: 
 
I’m sure all will join together in expressing our deepest condolences to Lonnie Weatherington 

on the recent passing of his Brother.  You and your family are in our prayers, Lonnie.  
We care. 

 
Event AAR: Sept. 11 – Tannenbaum Park, Greensboro NC – Patriot’s Tour – was a slow and easy day for Pvt 
Berger and me. We met and chatted with a number of folks of all ages and fraternized with the enemy in the form of a 
couple of Kirkwood’s Delaware Rebels and a Continental Light Dragoon who were also present. It was a nice, 
easygoing day. 
 
Sep, 17, 18 – British Occupation of Old Salem  (BARS – GUARDS) . As usual, this was a good, laid back event that 
gave a break from some of the more intense reenactments and other living histories that we do. The Guards had the 
largest contingent (other than the hospital) on Saturday and Acting Corporal Sheffer did a fine job keeping things 
moving. As always, the lunch prepared by the Historic Foodways ladies there was spectacular, plentiful, and very good! 
Those folks have their act together in the kitchen. Sunday started late in the morning with a small Divine Service and the 
rest of the day was drill demonstrations and visits. We have picked up one potential recruit from the weekend and will 
see how he comes along – WELCOME Michael Sykes! 
 
Fort Frederick Boy Scout Camporee – A brace of Chamberlians represented the Coy at this event. Pvt. Chamberlain 
Primus filed the following report: “207 boys and men...had seven event stations (eg., axe throwing, flint and steel fire 
challenge, making cartridges etc)...including a Maryland Loyalists reenacting unit (part of Ft Fred) giving tour and demo 
in the fort...nephew and I were stationed at the redoubt were we processed 27 patrols (about 4-12 each) in some basic 
18C drill..for points...max score = a Guardsman..Medium score.=.regular army...low score = militia...surprised how the 
boys (and adults) really got into it....saw boys at the end of the day, back into their camps, were seen actually practicing 
drill ... nice patch also...may have one scouter interested in reenacting...” Well done Mark and John. Thanks for 
making the effort and adding to our educational activities for the year. 



 

 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS – 2005 and forward 

LEGEND: 
IF THE TEXT IS RED - major company event that we voted on and will support – MAJOR EFFORT 
IF THE TEXT IS GREEN - means some interest and we’ll be there 
Blue text is an event that is particularly interesting, but no decisions have been made. 
IF THE TEXT IS IN REGULAR FONT or Bold Black – means either new listing or very slight interest 
IF YOU SEE (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of Guards was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. 
IF YOU SEE: BAR or BARS, it is a BAR hosted, sanctioned, or supported event. BB means British 
Brigade 
******************************************** 
National organization web sites have other event listings:  Brigade of the American Revolution: 
http://www.brigade.org  
British Brigade’s Website at: http://www.britishbrigade.org 
 
(Note: Some interesting “Progressive” events are being planned on a scale that will allow for a more 
authenticity – focused weekend than those that we normally enjoy. Check them out at: 
(www.revwarprogressive.org ) 

 

Commemorating the Campaigns of 1780 

THE IMPORTANT ACTION OF THE WAR IS IN THE SOUTH! 
 
BAR Southern Department events: Done for the year 

 
Here are the remaining “BIG THREE” (big 1??) national  events. The last 2005 event 
that is considered a major effort event by all thre e major national umbrellas 
(BB/BAR/CL) is: Whitpain, PA, October 8-9 (Sjt GP i s in charge of this one.) 
 
October 8, 9 2005 Whitpain, PA – The official release: LOCATION- Prophecy Park, Whitpain, Pa. (About 10 miles 
north of Phila.) It’s the last of the BIG THREE for this year. It’s expected to bring in as many as 12,000 spectators per 
day! SGP is in charge!  For more info, check out: http://www.prophecycreek.org/ 

 
AND, a MOST important event that same weekend of Oct 8, 9 – The 

Wedding of Pvt. Michael Galus!! Happiness to the Couple! 
 
October 14, 15 Boy Scout Camporee at Fort Frederick, MD – contact Mark Chamberlain if interested. 
 
October 21 - 23 King’s Mountain, NC – (225th) The NPS will host a commemorative event at the 
battlefield park close to the original date of the battle.  Historic Brattonsville  will host a small-scale 
reenactment of the battle several weeks later on October 22, 2005.  Kings Mountain is only about 45 

minutes away and is partially in York County, South Carolina.  Because Brattonsville is close by the original site, has 
the appropriate landscape, and the experience to host such an event, they decided to present this exciting program. This 
reenactment will be a successful event for a number of reasons: 1) it attempts to accurately recreate a battle that to our 
knowledge has never been reenacted close to its original location and on a landscape that is very similar to that of 
portions of the original site; 2) our events are well managed and organized by a combination of staff, volunteers and 
reenactors; 4) we will impose standards of historical accuracy and behavior; and 5) the number of reenactors invited will 
be limited to 100 on each side to insure that the experience is good and the space used is not overly crowded.  
 
***Troops: We have been invited to portray one of the units of uniformed Loyalists who were 

at this battle. This is a singular honor due to the limited number of participants invited.*** 
 

“Get your kit together!” 
Drawing by Jeff Saeger 
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Nov. 5, 6 – Film shoot at Yorktown. Individual information has been sent out to you via e-list. 
 

2006 – Planning the Campaigns of 1781! 
 

Here is what the BAR Southern Dep’t planning calendar is looking like:  
January Cowpens 225th 

Date TBA School of Instruction 
July Green Spring 225th 
Sept Fanning Raid 225th 

Date TBA Old Salem – Rebel occupation 
Oct Yorktown 225th 

 
Jan 14, 15 - Battle of Cowpens, SC (BARS) 225th http://www.cowpens225.com/  This promises to be a really great re-
creation of a very significant battle. While the Guards were not present, we can reprise our role from Charleston as a 
company of the 7th or as part of the Light Infantry. Here is what Bert Puckett of the 2SC has to say about it. He’s one of 
the organizers: “Cowpens is going like house on fire. Things are happening fast and furious now. The website 
registration is UP and running (http://www.cowpens225.com/registration.html ) SO PLEASE GET REGISTERED. NPS 
has been extremely accommodating to reenactors for this event. We have been to and laid out the American and the 
British camps. All camps have piped city water. Porta johns will be placed with all convenience. Straw and wood issues 
are not a problem. Parking will be away from camp. However sense we learned from Savannah, shuttles will run 
continuously from 0800 to 2200 starting Friday until event completion. The parking area for our vehicles will be secured 
by the 24 hours a day by local law enforcement. The camps will be open by noon on Thursday.” 
 
”The Spartanburg and Cherokee County Chamber of Commerce will be adding links to the website for Hotel/motel/ 
restaurant information. Register soon so that we can ensure that we coordinate for any alternate sleeping arrangements.” 
 
”The fight will happen off site. Pictures will be posted of the off site battle field will be posted on the website very soon. 
Please check the WEB site often as it will be updated regularly.”  
 

Troops: I have been asked to command the Crown Forces for this one and would love to have some of my 
Guardsmen there with me! 

 
Feb 18, 19 Catawba Crossing, near Charlotte NC – (GUARDS – 225th) This was at the beginning of the Race to 
the Dan. Will be held at Rural Hill Farm near Charlotte. This was the FIRST significant action by the Guards in 
the Southern Campaigns.  The “Catawba Crossing” was opposed by NC Militia under the Rebel General 
Davidson. A Loyalist Scout assigned to the Guards, Frederick Huger, is credited with shooting General 
Davidson. After the war, he was murdered in retaliation for it. The Guards had to force a crossing at a deep ford 
under heavy fire. Most of Lord Cornwallis Army was held up due to a cannon overturning on a road, blocking 
the following units of Webster’s Brigade, so the Guards had to make the assault on their own. For more info: 

http://www.ruralhillfarm.org/servlet/Main?page=Spir itOfHornetsNest 
 
March 18, 19 – BIG, BIG event planned for Guilford Courthouse, 225th (GUARDS – 225th) 
What can I say? It was the bloodiest battle of the war for the Guards and one of the bloodiest days of the war in general. 
The Guards went into that day with more than 800 men in eight companies. After the battle, they could barely muster a 
little over 400 fit for duty in four companies! Considering that about 100 Guardsmen were left to protect the trains, this 
tells you what kind of a day it was for the Guardsmen who were engaged. The 2d BN virtually ceased to exist. We need 
the absolute MAXIMUM turnout for this very significant GUARDS anniversary. If you can only make one event this 
year – make it this one or Yorktown. 
 
April 22 – 23 225th of Petersburg! BIG PLANS IN THE WORKS! 
 
May 6, 7 Battle of Fort Watson (225th). This was an interesting S C battle that saw Loyalist forces on top of an antient 
Indian mound defending against rebel militias. The Rebels overcame the Loyalists in part by building a firing tower that 
gave them a height advantage. Interesting site. From a bicentennial era event, I can say that they had LOTS of chiggers!! 
 



 

 
 

May 20-21, 2006 Ninety Six NHS will host its second 225th anniversary celebration  "Ninety Six... the Siege" .   
Ninety Six's siege lasted 28 days and involved General Nathanael Greene's 1,000 patriots laying siege to Colonel John 
H. Cruger's loyalist-held garrison of 550 troops. Folks, this is one of the PRECIOUS few National Parks that is seriously 
reenactor – friendly. This will be an event worth attending. 
 
May 27 & 28 with an alternate date of May 20 & 21 – Boone’s Homestead, PA more to come. 
 
June 6 - - extended - - ENGLAND BECKONS: The Guards (U.S. Reenactor groups) have tentatively been 
invited to be part of the 350th Anniversary Reception for the Grenadier Guards at Buck House June 8th of 2006. 
Mark you calendar, more information to come. SGP is following up. 
 
June 23, 25 (and longer planned) UTR – 225th (GUARDS) They are hoping for  a week of activity. More to come. 
 
July  15, 16 - Battle of Green Spring 225th  (BARS) (GUARDS – last “field battle” of the WAR!)  Will be GOOD! 
 
Sep 16, 17 - Rippon Lodge (W3R) Woodbridge VA (W3R designates events in conjunction with the 
Washington-Rochembeau Revolutionary Route – a big deal planned with the NPS and other 
organizations to commemorate the movement of those forces from NY to Yorktown). 
 
October 18 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) The web page for the 225th of the Siege of Yorktown is up 
at www.siegeofyorktown.org.  Currently, there is basic event information such as dates and general highlights.  In the 
coming months, a full schedule of events, registration information, etc. will be posted. NOTE: There is a plan to 
recreate the “Abercrombie Sortie” on the Saturday of the event – ON the National Park! That heavily involved 
the Guards! 
 
2007 Events in the Planning Stages: 

 
June – exact date to be announced – Boone’s Homestead, PA 

 
“Good enough – ISN’T!” “Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!” 

 
 
Historical Note:  There were no flashguards used on muskets in our era. London gunmaker Henry Nock came up 
with a few items that “might” have served that purpose after the war, but they were found to be as useless then 
as they are now so were never manufactured in any meaningful quantity. Be that as it may: never mind. Being a 
BAR unit, and to participate in most major events, we have to have them. Now, there has, for some time, been a 
requirement on the books for a “two-point” flashguard on our firelocks for them to be “legal” at BAR functions. We ran 
into this at the one and only live shoot we ever did with the BAR. Many of ours are “one-point” of contact - - where the 
flashguard is held in place by the featherspring screw. Here is a way to take our current crop of flashguards and make 
them “legal.” Norm Fuss provides the following recommendations: 
 

“The simplest (but least effective) is to remove the hammer (frizzen), install 
the flashguard in the proper position and with a strong pair of pliers (or a 
light hammer) bend the excess metal that is on most flashguards over to 
conform closely to the bridle.  Depending on the actual shape of your 
flashguard, you may want to cut small notches just where the metal begins to 
bend out around the pan to help the metal of the tab conform more closely to 
the bridle.  Getting the metal to fit closely to the bridle (a tight slip fit) is 
critical to having this method work properly.  This "fix" will, as I understand 
it, meet the letter of the requirement but is, in my experience, the least 

effective of the methods.” 
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”The second "fix" is to cut a horizontal tab into the metal where it curves 
around the back of the pan at a level just above the top of the rear fence and 
bend the the resulting tab forward so that it rests on the top of the fence.  If 
the frizzen screw loosens, the tab will keep the flashguard from falling down 
to expose the touch hole.” 
 

”The third is to solder an extension to the end of the flashguard at the rear of the lock and shape it so that the 
resulting tab rests on the top of the lock plate.  You may have to shave a little wood from the stock where it meets the 
pan fence to accommodate the thickness of the metal.  This, in my experience, the most secure and reliable ‘fix.’” 
 
My own opinion is that the illustration on the bottom shows the best method, with the forward part wrapped around the 
top and bottom of the flash-pan bridle and the cutout on the rear allowing the flashguard to rest on the pan (as long as it 
doesn’t interfere with the closing of the steel). We’ve got to do it, guys. 
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I can not give you the formula for success, but here is the formula for failure: "Try to please 

everybody". - - - Benjamin Franklin 
 

P.S. If you do not receive this, of course it must have miscarried: therefore I beg you write and let me know.  - Sir 
Boyle Roche, 18th century MP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the 
Guards 

Website – 
How they 

looked 
during the 
7 Years 

War 


