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���� 4th Company, Brigade of Guards 
 in America, LTD  

 "Ye Olde Goate's Gazette"����
 

Guardsmen: The Campaigns of 1781! The War is DECIDED in the South! 
The 1st Regiment of Foot Guards, now the Grenadier Guards, is 350 Years old this year! 

2006 Marks this Company’s 35th year of service to King George, III 
and our 10th anniversary as GUARDSMEN! 

January, 2006 
 

Tangier – 1680, Namur, Blenheim, Gibraltar, Ramilles, Oudenarde, Malplaquet, Dettingen 
(Official Battle Honours of the Guards prior to the American War of Independence) 

Tria Iuncta (Juncta) in Uno (Three into one) 
Remember our Home Page – URL: www.brigadeofguards.org 
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Congratulations to Private Michael Galus on his 
advancement to full Guardsman status. Pvt. Galus is 
hereby “Gazetted” to the rank of Private from Recruit having 
completed his kit to specification, passed the drill 
examination, and passed the history test to the satisfaction 
of the Cadre. His rank is to date from 21 November, 2005 
when he passed his exam. 

 
NCO CANDIDATES: 

 
In the December ‘O5 issue of the “Gazette” we 

described the selection process for the new Junior 
Leaders for the company. Your cadre is pleased to 

announce the first class of candidates in the 4 th Coy, 
Brigade of Guards NCO Academy: 

 
  Private Michael Galus 
  Private Rich Manzano 
  Private TJ Vanderbeek (Secundus) 

 
In the words of that inimitable Member of the Irish  

Parliament, Sir Boyle Roche: "I concluded from 
the beginning that this would be the end; and 
I am right, for it is not half over." 

 
In this case, it is the BEGINNING of the further de velopment of these fine young Guardsmen into your 

next corps of Non-Commissioned Officers. Others may  be added as they and the Cadre decide that 
they are ready. One of these outstanding fellows wi ll probably be the next Serjeant in the 4 th Coy. 

 
 
 

“Corporal Cartouche, 3d Gds, instructs Miss Camplove 
 in her Manual Exercise” 
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Comrades and Friends of the Company: The year 2006 marks the 35th year of service for this 
company, and our 10th year as Guardsmen. Of the "original" members of the company, we have 
three remaining in active service - Lloyd Morris, myself, and Lonnie Weatherington (D-2, 3, and 4 
respectively). My wife, Debbie, has been along for most of the ride as well - active for several years 
as my girlfriend (starting in ’74) and fiancé before we were married in '78. She has done more for 
this company, behind the scenes, than anyone other than I will ever know. Thank you Debbie! 

4th Company Founders who are still on the Muster list are: Myself, Lloyd, Lonnie, Ray, Ted, 
Tony, TJ, Jeff Briggs, Bob Vogler (well – as active as a Pensioner can be). “The Old Guard!” 

What a ride we’ve had in the past decade! What a FUTURE we’re looking forward to! 
 

THIS ANNIVERSARY 
YEAR CALLS FOR 
CELEBRATION(s)!  

 
A special committee is hereby 

appointed to determine appropriate 
ways to celebrate this important 

anniversary year. That committee is 
none other than our newly 

appointed Leaders – in –Training: 
Gentleman Volunteer Geoff 

Sheffer and NCO Candidates: 
Galus, Manzano, and 

Vanderbeek Secundus. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what they 
come up with as they get down to 

the serious business of learning the 
duties of the ranks to which they 

aspire, along with celebratory 
planning. 

Stay Tuned! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We all need to keep Mark “Primus” Chamberlain and h is Goodwife Jane in our prayers as they work 
their way through the adoption process for a child in Eastern Europe.  It means a six week stay in 

Kazakhstan for the Mrs. Here’s some word from Mark: “Yes, her name will be Elizabeth Grace....family 
names...a life long adventure...and quite an expens e...not sure how families adopt multiple times, but  

will look Up for guidance and a fair wind to guide our sails now. We'll have a web blog while we're 
over there, posting daily events...it’s www.chamb.blogspot.com ”  

 
Our prayers are with you, Mark, for success with mi nimal bureaucratic bungling and buffoonery! 

Best wishes to your family. 

Drawing by the late George Woodbridge 



 

 
 

 
A Sad Note: The Company comes together to express o ur deepest sympathy to Erich 

Berger and his family on the news that his Mother s uffered a massive stroke on 12/1 - - 
her 76 th birthday. She never recovered from the Coma and pa ssed peacefully on the 

evening of 12/4. Our prayers are with the Berger Fa mily. We care. 
 

Our Man in the Sand – Cpl Joe Novak, USMC 
Private, 1 st Gds 

 
Let’s all remember our friend, Pvt. Joe Novak, 1 st Gds. 

He’s still on duty with the Marine Corps Reserve in  Iraq. 
 
Drop him a line, a book, whatever strikes your fancy to let him know he’s not forgotten, his service 
is appreciated, that his friends are thinking about him and praying for his safe return. Joe’s address 
for mail “in the sandbox” is:   Cpl. Joseph M. Novak 
     6th CAG DET 3 (Team 1) 
     Unit 72068 
     FPO AE 09509-2069 

DUES are DUE! 
Our world-class bean-counter, Corporal Punishment, submits the following:  

It’s THAT time of year again!!!   
The Coy and the BAR both operate on a calendar year financial basis, which means our dues are due 1 January 2006 for 
that year.  Please make plans to get that paid up as soon as possible following the holidays.  Rates are listed below. 
 
I (Tony) received the BAR membership papers for the Coy Monday in the mail.  They are asking for BAR dues 
payment by 15 February.  Here is my four-phased plan to meet our outside financial obligations: 
 
Phase I - Notification.  Please let me know by 15 January if you and any family member want to be a member of the 
BAR.  If I don’t receive a reply I will assume that you WANT to be a member, so in line with standard military 
operational procedures, silence is consent and it will cost ya!!  I strongly encourage all to be a BAR member as that 
organization is responsible for the planning and execution of many of our annual events. 
 
Phase II – Administrative Actions.  I will consolidate the above data and provide the BAR with our unit roster and 
organizational membership data (essentially it is the same data that is contained on the Coy roster – I DO NOT provide 
Social Security numbers!!) 
 
Phase III – Payment.  I will write a single check, drawn from Coy funds to cover the cost of BAR membership for 
those Coy members that have expressed a desire to be part of that organization.  The check will be mailed on 16 January 
2006.  BAR policies discourage the submission of individual membership applications / renewals if an individual if he / 
she is a member of a recognized BAR unit, so a Coy-level consolidated membership / renewal process 
is required. 
 
Phase IV – Reimbursement.  I expect that all Coy members will provide the Company with a check 
(by 15 March) for reimbursement for BAR dues, in addition to the required Coy annual dues.  We use 
the same dues scales as the BAR.  The following info is provided for your reference: 
 

BAR dues are $25 for head of household / individual member, plus an additional $5 for each 
family member up to a limit of four paid.  The fifth family member and beyond are free. 
 
Coy dues are $25 for head of household / individual, plus an additional $5 for ALL other 
family members. (We are such a bargain!!!) 
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Figure out the math for your case, or let me bill you – I’m an honest guy - - really - - ask TJ. 
 
The above procedure does two things; first it allows the Coy to get our BAR data in early.  I don’t want the Coy to get a 
bad reputation in the BAR, especially now, whether you realize it or not, that we are actually one of the larger units in 
that organization.  (Not bad for a unit that only had seven members six years ago!!!).  Second, and probably most 
importantly, it puts a little distance between the holiday bills and another expense. 
 
Also – please use this opportunity to update your personal contact information (phone numbers, mailing address, e-mail 
address, etc.   I will use this updated contact info to publish a new roster for distribution to the Coy membership.  Also, 
the BAR would like updated personal contact data so that they can ensure every dues-paying member receives the BAR 
Newsletters. 
 
Final thoughts on $$$$s.  We now depend a great deal on dues to fund Coy annual requirements since there has been a 
lack of paid events.  For example, last year some of our expenses included: insurance ($275), and seed money for 
material purchases, such as wool, belt buckles, hat blanks, black powder ($1600).  In the past we depended on the $1500 
we were paid by Tryon Palace to do our weekend encampment and the $500 we were offered by Williamsburg for that 
event.  With the elimination of the Tryon event and the possible conflict with Williamsburg and another 225th event, we 
may be left with no outside source of revenue this year.  So PLEASE get your Coy and BAR dues in by 15 March.  
Make checks out to:  4th Company, Brigade of Guards in America, LTD just as it is written here. 
 
Thanks for reading the above. 
Nulli Secundus 
Tony 
 
EXAMPLES: Company: $25.00 per “head of household” or individual plus $5.00 (TOTAL) to include the rest of 
the family who are active. 
 
So: Me and Deb = $30.00; Lloyd, Margaret + 3 kids = $30.00; Tony and Debbie Vanderbeek plus daughter = $30.00; 
Individuals = $25.00. 
To that, add BAR dues of $25.00 for the “primary member” and $5.00 for each additional member from the 
same household up to a maximum of four paid (the rest will be included if in excess of four). NOTE: You MUST 
pay your BAR dues to participate in many of the BAR activities, and to be covered by BAR insurance at their 
stated events. 
 
So, as illustrated above: Deb and I = $60.00 total due; Lloyd and Margaret plus 3 kids = $75.00 (to cover the three kids 
in the BAR as well); Tony, wife and daughter = $65.00; Individual = $50.00 
 
You must be paid up to vote in the company meetings. Why maintain BAR dues? 1. Their publications are good; 
2. They provide additional event insurance – both liability and injury; 3. They host interesting and unique events 
– many open ONLY to paid-up BAR members. It’s worth it. Please, do it now! 
 
   Make checks payable to: 4th Company, Brigade of Guards in America, LTD 
 

Send to:  Tony Vanderbeek 
11004 Highridge Street 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039 
 
 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$ ££££££££££££££££££ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
££££££££££££££££££ $$$$$$$$$$ 



 

 
 

 
AAR: Gathering of the Guardsmen at SGPs: Mr. Sheffe r provided the following brief report –  

“ We enjoyed a great get-together at the Sahlin's. Daphne was great about letting us drop in on short notice, the food was 
great, and we got to meet Mrs. Galus. We set 21 January as the next drill/first meeting of the NCO Academy. SGP and 

Corporal Punishment will be assigning homework soon. Yippee! 
 

The very foul weather did-in the drill. SGP added: “REF the get together:  Jane Manzano had created a hearty stew of 
venison for our nooning at the Drill to be held at Sully.  Since logic and intellect got the better of us and we "postponed” 
the drill to 21st January, it was decided to finish cooking and devour said stew at SGP's house.” He goes on to name 

the guests. This sounds like a very worthwhile modification of plans to adapt, adjust, and overcome. 
 

Mr. Sheffer offers the following:  
 

Fellow Guardsmen, I trust that you all are comfortably situated in winter quarters, busily preparing for the coming 
campaign season. I wish to express my thanks for the opportunity to serve as your Gentleman Volunteer, as we build 
upon The Fourth Coy’s reputation for excellence and continue to grow as an organization. It will not surprise you to 
learn that before the ink dried on last month’s Gazette, the three-volume Jay Callaham Basic Course for Guards Officers 
arrived on my doorstep. Our beloved Captain has accumulated a prodigious amount of arcane information over the 
years, and he is taking great pleasure in seeing how much of it he can cram into my few remaining functional brain cells. 
Fortunately, the drive up from Greensboro has deterred Jay from holding 0500 wakeup call, but he is doing his best to 
think of new and creative ways to remind me that I have been demoted from Private to unofficial hanger-on. 
 
In future issues of the Gazette, I will be sharing what I learn about British Army and Guards history from our period, as 
well as information about the social and material culture of the time. Until then, I shall have to conclude by nagging on 
some essential points: 
 
·  Have you begun to get serious about the trip to England? If not, you had better begin. One of the best things you can 

do right now is ensure that you have a current passport for yourself and everyone that will accompany you. 
Applications will begin flooding into the State Department as the summer tourist season nears. Don’t get lost in the 
shuffle; get your application/renewal sorted out now! Applications may be downloaded from the State Department 
website, or gotten from most U.S. Post Offices. Check the local yellow pages for photographers who can supply the 
required photos. Note: If your passport photo doesn’t make you look as though you have been a prisoner on a chain 
gang for at least ten years, border officials may suspect that your papers are forged.  

 
·  Pay your dues. Don’t make Corporal Punishment come looking for you; he gets cranky when he has to walk too far, 

and a cranky CP is no fun. 
 

I am, Yr Most Humble & Ob’t Svt, etc. 
Geoff Sheffer 

 
(Jay Note:  The “prodigious amount of arcane information” referenced by Volunteer Sheffer is the result of 
many years of research by others. For about 95+% we are deeply and permanently indebted to Linnea Bass 
of the NWTA Grenadier Coy of the Guards and the late Bill Burke of that unit. The remainder is mostly 
contributions from Charlie Carpenter of the 3d Guards, Tim Thompson of the BAR NWD Coldstream Guards, 
Ernie Klapmier of the NWTA Grenadiers, Winston Stone, lately of the 1st Guards in MA – now of the 10th 
Reg’t, Todd Braisted of the IV Bn, NJV, Don Hagist of the 22d Reg’t, and others, with a very little bit of my 
own research thrown in. We owe a great debt of gratitude to many people who have helped and encouraged 
us throughout our founding and growth as GUARDSMEN. Their generosity in sharing the fruits of their 
labours is more than we can hope to repay. HINT TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE – Linnea Bass is going 
to be at Guilford. An appropriate “thank you” gift is in order!)  
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2006 – The 225 th of 1781 - The Campaigns that decided  the War! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2006 
LEGEND: 
IF THE TEXT IS RED - major company event that we voted on and will support – MAJOR EFFORT 
IF THE TEXT IS GREEN - means some interest and we’ll be there 
Blue text is an event that is particularly interesting, but no decisions have been made. 
IF THE TEXT IS IN REGULAR FONT or Bold Black – means either new listing or very slight interest 
IF YOU SEE (GUARDS!) in any listing, it means that, historically, the Brigade of Guards was in that action. 
(GUARDS – 225th) means a 225th anniversary of a Guards action. 
IF YOU SEE: BAR or BARS, it is a BAR hosted, sanctioned, or supported event. BB means British Brigade 
******************************************** 
National organization web sites have other event listings:  Brigade of the American Revolution: http://www.brigade.org  
British Brigade’s Website at: http://www.britishbrigade.org 
 

2006 – The Campaigns of 1781! 
 

The BAR Southern Dep’t planning calendar is looking like:  
 

January 14, 15 Cowpens 225th Near Chesnee, SC 
March 18, 19 Guilford Courthouse 

June 3, 4, School of Instruction –Isle of Wight County, VA 
July 15, 16 Green Spring 225th – Williamsburg Winery 

Sept 8, 9 Fanning Raid 225th Hillsborough, NC 
Oct 19 - 22 Yorktown 225th 

 
Here is what is going onto the British Brigade Calendar for 

consideration: 
 

18-19 March  Guilford Courthouse, 225th Anniversary  

21-22 May Possible British Brigade/Continental Line Event, Al bany, New York  

20-24 July  Halifax Citadel; 100th Anniversary of the departure  of the last British garrison 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada  

22-23 July (tentative)  Grand Forage, 225th Anniversary - BAR/BB, White Pla ins, Ward Pound Ridge   

20-22 October  Siege of Yorktown, 225th Anniversary - BAR/BB  

 

EVENT LIST FOR US TO THINK ABOUT: 
 

Jan 14, 15 - Battle of Cowpens, SC (BARS) 225th http://www.cowpens225.com/  This promises to be a really great re-
creation of a very significant battle. The NPS is being extremely accommodating to reenactors for this event.  

BRING KNAPSACKS/BLANKET ROLLS! If you don’t have one, try to borrow one. You’ll need it. 
Do NOT, I say again, NOT bring any black powder or cartridges to this event. Only NPS issued cartridges will be used 
(and, no, not those horrendous Yorktown ’81 abortions! These have been made right, 18,000 of them, by the 2d SC.) 

 
This is shaping up to be among the best planned, best supported events of the 225th Anniversary cycle. 

 
NEW LISTING: Jan 21, Company Drill at Sully Plantation. Contact SGP for details. 
 



 

 
 

Feb 18, 19 Catawba Crossing, Cowan’s Ford, near Charlotte NC – (GUARDS – 225th) This was at the beginning 
of the Race to the Dan. It will be held at Rural Hill Farm near Charlotte. This was the FIRST significant action 
by the Guards in the Southern Campaigns.  The “Catawba Crossing” was opposed by NC Militia under the 
Rebel General Davidson. A Loyalist Scout assigned to the Guards, Frederick Hager (also spelled “Huger”), is 
credited with shooting General Davidson. After the war, he was murdered in retaliation for it. The Guards had 
to force a crossing at a deep ford under heavy fire. Most of Lord Cornwallis’ Army was held up due to a cannon 
overturning on a road, blocking the following units of Webster’s Brigade, so the Guards had to make the assault 
on their own. Red Letter Event - because it’s a GUARDS 225th. For more info: 

http://www.ruralhillfarm.org/servlet/Main?page=Spir itOfHornetsNest 
 

Feb 19, The annual Fort Ward President’s Day celebration and battle in Alexandria, VA. Those who cannot 
make the Catawba Crossing event are urged to support this Northern VA action. SGP has plans for a workday 
(with the assistance of Johnny Sailor) on Saturday with the event itself on Sunday.  There are several prospective 
recruits in the area who will be checking us out at Fort Ward, so we need maximum turnout of those available. 
 
OKAY Troops – Here’s the deal. We’re going to do BOTH! The Northern Platoon (DC area folks) will 
be doing Fort Ward. Several of them can only make a one-day, and, as noted, we have some recruit 
prospects who will be visiting us in the field. Recruiting is good there! Mr. Sheffer will have an opportunity to 
turn out as an officer for his first event since advancing to Gentleman Volunteer. Our Corporal Candidates 
will be able to showcase their stuff! It’s just one day of action! 
 
The more Southerly folks will do the Catawba Crossing. We join with the 3d Guards to portray the 
Guards’ role in that action for the 225th anniversary commemoration. Normally, splitting the unit is NOT 
something that we want to do – with the preference always being to have a maximum turnout of the company 
at one event. The circumstances surrounding this particular weekend are unusual – almost unique. So your 
leadership decided that it would be best to let the guys select whichever event they want to support. Naturally, 
any individual or group of individuals may go to whichever event he wishes to attend. All will be welcome at 
either. The Coast Guard guys in Newport News are about equidistant to either event, as are Lonnie and Jeff B. 
Take your pick! The PRIORITY  event is Cowan’s Ford. Please let SGP and me know which event you plan 
to attend so we can make arrangements with the hosts and do the logistical planning. This is an excellent 
opportunity to have almost 100% (minus the outlanders in Wisconsin, GA, and Iraq) in the field at one time. 
Come for just one day if you cannot make both. Let’s have FUN! 
 
Feb 25 (one day only) Hillsborough, NC (GUARDS), The Alliance for Historic Hillsborough has invited the 4th 
Company, Brigade of Guards to participate in their Annual Revolutionary War Living History Program 
on Saturday, February 25, 2006.  The event is a one-day presentation of Revolutionary War camp life held on the 
grounds of the Alexander Dickson House, which is also the Orange County Visitor Center.  It is located at 150 E. King 
Street, Hillsborough, North Carolina.  The program runs from 10am-4pm, with camp set up beginning at 9am. 
 
Please visit their website at www.historichillsborough.org to learn more. Additional details are in the Nov, 05 “Gazette.” 
 
March 18, 19 – BIG, BIG event planned for Guilford Courthouse, 225th (GUARDS – 225th) It 
was the bloodiest day of the war for the Guards and one of the bloodiest battles of the war in general. The Guards went 
into that day with more than 800 men in eight companies. After the battle, they could barely muster a little over 400 fit 
for duty in four companies! Considering that about 100 Guardsmen had been left to protect the trains, this tells you what 
kind of a day it was for the 700 or so Guardsmen who were engaged. More than half became casualties. The 2d BN 
virtually ceased to exist. We need the absolute MAXIMUM turnout for this very significant GUARDS 
anniversary. If you can only make one event this year – make it this one or Yorktown. NOTE: Colonel Jonathan 
Lloyd, Grenadier Guards, UK Military Advisor to the  UN, is planning to be with us! You’ve seen the e-mails 
about his involvement in our pending trip to take part in the 350th Anniversary of the Grenadier Guards. He 
needs a FIRST CLASS ESCORT at Guilford!! Also, our venerable Webmaster, Pvt. Tim Erikson, is making this 
his “event for the year” trip to be with us - - so we have an opportunity to be at 100% for this one. 
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NEW LISTING: April 1, 2 Gunston Hall – Northern VA – Mike Cecere, the 
organizer writes: In order to help mark the 225th anniversary of the crucial year, 
1781, I've (Mike) convinced Gunston Hall, the plantation home of George Mason, 
to host a small Rev. War reenactment on April 1-2, 2006.  The date, which is two 
weeks after Guilford C.H. and two weeks before Petersburg, is significant because 
in April 1781 British ships sailed up the Potomac River to raid and plunder.  A 
rather famous incident occurred involving Lund Washington in which he provided a 
British ship with provisions/refreshments in an attempt to regain some of General 
Washington's slaves.  Washington was very distressed when he heard of the 
incident.  Here's what Mr. Washington said:  
 
     "I am very sorry to hear of your loss; I am a little sorry to hear of my own; but 
which gives me most concern, is, that you should go on board the enemys Vessels, 
and furnish them with refreshments.  It would have been a less painful circumstance 
to me, to have heard, that in consequence of your non-compliance with their request, 
they had burnt my House, and laid the Plantation in ruins.  You ought to have 
considered yourself as my representative, and should have reflected on the bad 
example of communicating with the enemy, and making a voluntary offer of 
refreshments to them with a view to prevent a conflagration…But to go on board 
their Vessels; carry them refreshments; commune with a parcel of plundering 
Scoundrels, and request a favor by asking the surrender of my Negroes, was 
exceedingly ill-judged, and 'tis to be feared, will be unhappy in its consequences, as 
it will be a precedent for others… 

 
     Unless a stop to [the British raids occurs], I have little doubt of its ending in the loss of all my Negroes, and in the 
destruction of my Houses; but I am prepared for the event…" 
 
April 22 – 23 225th of Petersburg! BIG PLANS IN THE WORKS! These are good people and we always have fun 
at this event. GENTLEMEN OF THE GUARDS – It was at the Petersburg event in 1996 that the 4th Company, 
Brigade of Guards was born! We had decided, as a company, to go our own way and this is where it was decided 
to become GUARDSMEN! On our 10th Anniversary as a Guards Company, in our 35th year of service to the 
Crown, it would be fitting to have a large turnout here. How far we have come! How much further shall we go?? 
 
April 29, 30 – 4th Annual Living History Festival at Musgrove’s Mill State Park, SC. This is a large living history 
event. There will be battle demonstration scenarios but without opposing forces (they follow NPS guidelines on 
reenactments). Usual amenities plus Saturday night dinner is provided. If anyone is interested, please let me know. 
 
May 6, 7 Battle of Fort Watson (225th). This was an interesting S C battle that saw Loyalist forces on top of an antient 
Indian mound defending against rebel militias. The Rebels overcame the Loyalists in part by building a firing tower that 
gave them a height advantage. Interesting site. From a bicentennial era event, I can say that they had LOTS of chiggers!! 
 
May 6, 7 Rock Ford, near Lancaster, PA Don’t know a lot of details. 
 
NEW LISTING:  May 20, 21 – 13th Annual Muster at Fort Watauga, Elizabethton, TN. This site is just across the 
border from the northwestern corner of NC near the VA line. It’s a neat site – one of the palisade forts with blockhouses 
like you see in all the old frontier movies. This is near historic Sycamore Shoals, where the Overmountain Men mustered 
to head out against Major Patrick Ferguson at King’s Mountain. They have a number of activities scheduled including 
various contests (bayonet, tomahawk, etc), a free supper, and battle demonstrations that are representative of all manner 
of troops – Regulars are welcome. 
 
May 20-21, 2006 Ninety Six NHS will host its second 225th anniversary celebration  "Ninety Six... the Siege" .   
Ninety Six's siege lasted 28 days and involved General Nathanael Greene's 1,000 patriots laying siege to Colonel John 
H. Cruger's loyalist-held garrison of 550 troops. Folks, this is one of the PRECIOUS few National Parks that is seriously 
reenactor – friendly. This will be an event worth attending.  http://www.nps.gov/nisi/home/225th_anniverx.html 

 
 



 

 
 

June 3, 4, 2006 BAR Southern Department School of Instruction, Boykin’s Tavern, Isle of Wight County, VA 
(near Smithfield – just over the ferry from Jamestown). These are always excellent events. The BAR schools 
always attract very knowledgeable presenters who invariably have interesting subject matter. The site is near 
Smithfield VA (home of the famous hams) and is an area steeping in history. Boykin’s Tavern is a  
 
June 23 - 27  UTR – 225th (GUARDS) Here is the latest from Radford Polinsky: “My preliminary notion is to 
structure the weekend as a combination of UTRs, with Friday being the usual March In, Saturday Troop the Colours, 
and Review. Sunday will have a Drum Head Church Service, Review, and a mini-March Out of the troops going to 
"encamp" over in the fields behind William and Mary. Monday and Tuesday we will return to the Provost Guard 
scenarios of the last three years. This assumes that some of the troops will not be able to stay the full five days of the 
event, and we will need to moderate our activities to accommodate reduced numbers of troops. However, if you think 
that most of your people will be able to stay through Tuesday I would be willing to propose a more ambitious schedule, 
including Guard Duty into the evening. Remember, five days means Saturday night, Sunday night, AND Monday night 
at Chownings, and there will be a Tattoo all three nights as well.  Doing UTR for five days will give us a rare chance 
to live as an Army on campaign, on the actual ground, 225 years to the day from when it really happened. ”  
That’s straight from the coordinator. I’d like us t o really pull out the stops for UTR to seriously and heavily 
concentrate on DRILL and deportment in preparation for the ENGLAND  TRIP! 

These dates give us a couple of weeks to cool down before: 
 
July 8, 9 – GRENADIER DAY – MANCHESTER ENGLAND. The latest from Colonel Lloyd is: “On current 
plans Regimental Headquarters should be able to offer you a permanent stand and an arena event. They will be in touch 
in the not too distant future.” SGP will be the overall coordinator, and project manager for this event. You all 
should have gotten the e-mails on this so I need not belabor the details here. Please, if you are able to, attend. This will 
be perhaps your only chance to do so as a member of an organized sanctioned Guards re-enactment group. This is the 
year to visit the UK. Their anniversary/OUR anniversary! Let SGP know your status. We want a large turnout! Mr. 
Geoff Sheffer, GV provided the following helpful website:     http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html 
  
July  15, 16 - Battle of Green Spring 225th  (BARS) (GUARDS – last big “field battle” of the WAR!)  Will be 
GOOD!! The battle site is the Williamsburg Winery – just a few miles outside of the historic area near Jamestown. Same 
organizers as for Charleston, so you know to bring plenty of powder for it! This is an alternative event for those who are 
unable to make the UK trip. NOTE: It WILL be hot – in action and in Fahrenheit! 
 
July 23 – 26 – GRAND FORAGE – (probable BAR, BB) Ward Pound Ridge – Westchester County, NY. This event 
will be expanded, and will reflect the foraging clashes between the French/Continental army and the British garrison in 
NY City. Expect more battles, further ranging afield, and stock prices in the black powder industry to rise sharply. It was 
a firefight last time, and this one will utilize more real estate. Stay tuned for details at the umbrella meetings this winter. 
 
Sep 2, 3 (Labour Day weekend) – Eutaw Springs, SC. This was one of the bloodiest battles of the war. 
 
Sep 8, 9 Fanning’s Raid on Hillsborough (225th BARS). Details were in the November and December “Gazettes” 
 
Sep 16, 17 - Rippon Lodge (W3R) Woodbridge VA (W3R designates events in conjunction with the Washington-
Rochembeau Revolutionary Route – a big deal planned with the NPS and other organizations to commemorate the 
movement of those forces from NY to Yorktown). This will probably not involve Crown troops and will be a strictly 
Doodle affair. If you wish to go heckle them, please feel free!! 
 
October 18 – 22 YORKTOWN 225th (GUARDS) The web page for the 225th of the Siege of Yorktown is up 
at www.siegeofyorktown.org .  Currently, there is basic event information such as dates and general highlights.  In the 
coming months, a full schedule of events, registration information, etc. will be posted. NOTE: There is a plan to 
recreate the “Abercrombie Sortie” on the Saturday of the event – ON the National Park! That action heavily 
involved the Guards! 
 
2007 Events in the Planning Stages: 

 
June – exact date to be announced – Boone’s Homestead, PA 
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“Good enough – ISN’T!” “Good is the biggest enemy of GREAT!” 
 
 
Historical Note:  Here is the face of another Guards officer who served in America. In the last issue, we featured 
a rather portly Coldstreamer. Here is an excellent example of what a Guards officer should look like for the 1st 
Reg’t of Foot Guards. Dr. Greg Urwin, Temple University, to whom we are indebted for this image includes the 

following analysis: 
 

I (Greg) am not one to gloat, but I consider this portrait to be the Redcoat 
Images find for the summer of 2005.  You are not only looking into the face of a 
Foot Guards officer who fought in North America in 1776, but a future peer who 
left a lasting mark on the British Army and played a prominent role in Anglo-
Irish politics. 
 
            John Thomas de Burgh was an Irishman.  He was born on September 22, 
1744, the son of John Smith de Burgh, the Eleventh Earl of Clanricarde and 
Hester Amelia Vincent.  John’s elder brother, Henry de Burgh (1742-1797) 
became the Twelfth Earl of Clanricarde upon their father’s death on April 21, 
1782.  The title passed to John when Henry died without issue on December 8, 
1797. 
 
            As the second son of a noble family, John Thomas de Burgh seemed 
destined for a career in the British Army.  He purchased an ensign’s commission 
in the 1st Regiment of Foot Guards on July 30, 1762.  He advanced to the dual 
rank of lieutenant and captain (a peculiarity of service in the Foot Guards) on 
June 6, 1770.  By 1776, he was serving in the 2nd Battalion of the 1st Foot 
Guards in England.   
 
            On February 13, 1776, the Earl of Loudon, the commander of the three regiments of Foot Guards, 
ordered them to furnish drafts for service against the Rebels in North America.  The new composite unit was 
supposed to muster 30 officers, 82 non-commissioned officers, 14 drummers, 6 fifers, and 960 privates.  These 
troops were organized into ten companies, including one of grenadiers and one of light infantry, by March 12.  
Seven days earlier, Lieutenant and Captain de Burgh received orders for American service.  He became the 
original commander of the detachment’s 3rd Company.  De Burgh and his comrades embarked for North 
America on April 26 and their transports set sail on May 6.  While de Burgh was at sea, he received a promotion 
to captain and lieutenant colonel in the 1st Foot Guards on June 15, 1776.   
 
            After the Foot Guards arrived off Sandy Hook, New York, on August 12, General William Howe ordered 
them organized into a brigade divided into two battalions consisting of five companies apiece.  The 1st Battalion 
contained the grenadier company and four battalion companies (including de Burgh’s 3rd).  The 2nd Battalion 
consisted of the light infantry company and four more battalion companies.  While de Burgh helped chase 
George Washington out of New York, his fortunes continued to rise.  He was promoted to the command of a 
company in the 1st Foot Guards in England on July 2, 1776, although the news was not announced in America 
until October 5.  Before de Burgh returned home, he temporarily commanded the 6th Company (Ogilvie’s – a 3d 
Guards company originally) in the 2nd Battalion of Foot Guards from October 11 to October 24. 
 
            De Burgh received a brevet promotion to colonel on November 20, 1782.  He exchanged his commission in the 
1st Foot Guards for the lieutenant colonelcy of the 68th Regiment of Foot on May 23, 1783.  He exchanged onto half pay 
on June 15, 1785. 
 
            I (Greg) am not sure what de Burgh did with himself between 1785 and 1793, but the outbreak of war with 
Revolutionary France drew him back into military affairs in 1793.  On September 25 of that year, he received a colonel’s 
commission and authority to recruit a new regiment, the 88th Foot.  



 

 
 

De Burgh raised his regiment mainly in Connaught, and it went on to win enduring fame in the Napoleonic Wars 
as the Connaught Rangers.  Most of the regiment’s original officers were Irishmen, and they each had to enlist a 
certain number of men to obtain their respective commissions.  It appears that the 88th Foot received a new commanding 
officer before departing for its first campaign in Holland under the Duke of York in 1794. 
 
            The year after de Burgh succeeded his brother as Earl of Clanricarde, Ireland was rent by the bloody uprising of 
1798.  Following the suppression of that revolt, Parliament tried to forge closer ties between Great Britain and Ireland 
by passing the Act of Union in 1800.  That legislation allowed Ireland’s peers to elect representatives to the House of 
Lords in London.  Once elected, those representative peers belonged to the House of Lords for life, while those not 
elected were free to run for the House of Commons.  In the first election held on August 2, 1800, the Thirteenth Earl of 
Clanricarde won a seat in the House of Lords.  On February 24, 1801, he received another high honor by being named to 
the Irish Privy Council. 
 
            By that time, Clanricarde had been a married man for nearly two years.  On March 17, 1799, he wed Elizabeth 
Burke (1764-1854), the daughter of Sir Thomas Burke, First Baronet of Marble Hill, and Christian Browne.  Elizabeth 
bore her husband three children – Hester Catherine de Burgh (1800-1878), Ulick John de Burgh (the future First 
Marquess of Clanricarde (1802-1874), and Emily de Burgh (1807-1842). 
 
            John Thomas de Burgh, Thirteenth Earl of Clanridcarde, did not live to see his children grow to adulthood.  He 
died on July 27, 1808, at the age of sixty-three.  Sometime between 1793 and his death, the British Army promoted him 
to general. 
 
            George Romney did not date de Burgh’s portrait, but judging from the sitter’s facial features and the cut of his 
uniform, it appears in was painted either shortly before or after his service in North America.  He wears a scarlet full 
dress frock coat with dark blue facings.  His collar, cuffs, and lapels are edged with thick strips of gold lace, and his 
buttonholes, which are set singly, are decorated with gold lace folded into bastion-shaped loops.  Note how his collar is 
held down by the top button in each lapel.   
 
            In this portrait, de Burgh sports two gold epaulettes on his coat, which would indicate membership in one of the 
1st Foot Guards’ four grenadier companies.  (The Foot Guards possessed no intrinsic light infantry at the time, but 
formed a provisional light company for service in the American War.)  At the same time, however, de Burgh holds a 
black cocked hat with gold lace trim and not a bearskin cap.  The fact that he is not wearing a gorget indicates that he 
has not had himself depicted while on duty.  Could it be that Guards grenadier officers only wore their bearskins when 
they were on duty, but favored cocked hats for other occasions?  It should be noted that de Burgh commanded a 
battalion company in North America, and not the Brigade of Foot Guards’ grenadier company. 
 
            Romney painted de Burgh when he was at the top of his powers as an artist, as is evident in how he captured the 
delicate lace ruffles on the front and cuffs of the officer’s shirt.  (Such finery also reinforces my hunch that de Burgh is 
not dressed for battle.)  De Burgh also wears a white roller instead of a black neck stock.  The lay of his coat hides his 
waistcoat. 
 
            My (Greg’s) deepest thanks to Linnea Bass, Foot Guards historian beyond compare, and the ever generous John 
Houlding, for supplying me with the details on de Burgh’s commission history and his service in the American War.  
 
To Greg’s appreciation to Linnea (who is a person t o whom we in this company owe 
a TREMENDOUS debt of gratitude), and John Houlding,  I will add my own – as well 
as my thanks to Dr. Urwin himself. This is an outst anding image. Mr. Sheffer – THIS 
is the standard for appearance that I want to see f rom you! 
 
Historic Foodways: John White of Avalon Forge recen tly submitted the following:  
For anyone interested in period fireplaces, clay bake ovens and related info, there is an excellent web site to be found at: 

 
http://www.rumford.com/  There are some interesting articles there. 
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‘Taters, more on historic foodways: William Coles, a herbalist, in his 1657 book Adam in Eden describes 3 types of 
potato:   The Virginian (nothing to do with Trampus and his mates) Potato which  is the common potato. 
  The Spanish Potato which is the sweet-potato, and 
  The Canadian Potato which is the Jerusalem Artichoke. 
In some of the early receipts (18th century spelling of “recipe”), you will find phrases like “pound your Canada” – which 
is referring to the Jerusalem Artichoke. 

 
On Lawyers: Norm Fuss of the 1st NC posted the following to one of the chat lists that I’m on: 

From John Gay's 1727 musical play THE BEGGAR'S OPERA.  In Scene VI is the following air: 
 

A fox may steal your hens, sir, 
A whore your health and pence, sir, 
Your daughter rob your chest, sir, 
Your wife may steal your rest, sir, 

A thief your goods and plate. 
But this is all but picking; 

With rest, pence, chest and chicken, 
It ever was decreed, sir, 

If lawyer's hand be fee'd, sir, 
He steals your whole estate. 

 
Catawba Crossing, the first major action of the Guards in the South – OFFICIAL SOURCES: 
The stuff in (ALL CAPS) is my own comments: "The morning was dark and rainy, and as the leading companies of the 
Guards arrived at the ford at dawn of day, fires were observed on the opposite bank, showing that some opposition might 
be expected; but as the rains were likely to increase the difficulty of crossing, and the enemy were known to be 
expecting reinforcements, Lord Cornwallis, full of confidence in the zeal and gallantry of Brigadier-General O'Hara, and 
of the brigade of Guards under his command, ordered them to advance; but, to prevent confusion, not to fire till they 
gained the opposite bank. Their behaviour justified his high opinion of them. Neither the rocky bottom of the ford, the 
strong current, its length of 500 yards, nor its depth, often up to the waist, made any impression on their cool and 
determined valour, nor did the constant fire of the enemy in any way check their progress. As soon as the Light  
company (OF THE GUARDS)entered the water, supported by the Grenadiers (OF THE GUARDS) and the two 
battalions (OF GUARDS), the enemy commenced a galling and constant fire, which was steadily received; but upon 
reaching the opposite banks, the light and Grenadier companies of the Guards advanced to the attack, and killed or 
dispersed all that appeared before them; the rest of the troops forming in succession as they crossed. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hall, of the Third Guards, commanding the light company of the brigade, was killed, and of the same company three 
men were killed and thirty-six wounded. The Americans lost their leader killed on the field, and forty men killed and 
wounded. Lord Cornwallis, in writing to Lord Rawdon from Salisbury, February 4th, says, 'We passed the Catawba on 
the 1st of February. The Guards behaved gallantly, and although they were fired upon during the whole time of their 
passing, by some militiamen under General Davidson, never returned a shot until they got out of the river and formed.' " 
 
The Origin and History of the First or Grenadier Guards, From Documents in the State Paper Office, War Office, Horse 
Guards, Contemporary History, Regimental Records, Etc. by Lieut.-Gen. Sir F. W. Hamilton, KCB, vol II, London, 
1874, pg 244 - 245 
 
Also, according to a Guards Orderly Book the Order of March for that movement was: 
 
"General Leslie will lead the First Column, consisting of the foll'g Corps. 
 
     Brigade of Guards 
     Reg't De Bose 
     Half the Pioneers 
     Two Three Pounders 
     23d Reg't 
     Lt. Col Tarleton's Corps 
 



 

 
 

Lt. Col. Webster will give Orders respecting the other Column. The Waggon Horses are to be Harness'd & the Bat 
Horses Loaded ready to move at 1/2 past five OClock under the Escort of an off'r of the N Carolina Reg't - - - " 
 
A British Orderly Book, 1780 - 1781 Edited by A. R. Newsome, published in North Carolina Historical Review, pg 292. 
 
From a friend on Active Duty: Words that any 1st Sgt in any army hates to hear: 
 
     CPT - "Hey 1SG, I got an Idea" 
     LT- "In my experience - - - " 
     PVT- "Hey, Top, watch this!" (The more the enthusiasm; the worse the result.) 
 
 
Equipment note: 1st Guards Buckles – Bayonet Belt. Okay – the bottom-line is that there is NO evidence of any 
buckle with provenance to the 1st Guards. The only descriptions around are that it was, like the coat buttons, plain – 
which can mean about anything. We’ve used a couple of different varieties over the years. We need uniformity so here is 
some of the evidence used to make the decision: 
 
Known Guards buckles:   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some have suggested that the 1st Guards buckle should be the same as that 
of the 3d, but with the numeral “1” engraved on the bottom. That makes 
sense, but flies in the face of the well documented plain buttons with 
nothing on them and the fact that the 1st Guards adopted a very unique 
cartridge pouch plate, demonstrating that they liked to be very 
individualistic in uniform accessories. NOW – here are some buckles that 
were excavated in the early 20th century from sites in NY by authors 
Calver & Bolton – illustrated in their book: History Written With a Pick 
and Shovel, page 166.  These came from various camp sites in NY where 
the Guards (along with many other units) were present: 

Original Coldstream Guards buckle found at 
Guilford Courthouse, now owned by the 
Greensboro Historical Museum. Several 

others of this style have turned up. 

Only known example of a 3d Guards buckle. 
Excavated at James Island, SC. From the collection 
of Don Troiani who was kind enough to share the 

photo of his buckle. The top is engraved GDS  
The bottom has the numeral ���� . 
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In the absence of any better documentation, and in the interest of uniformity among the whole of 
our 1st Guards troops, your leadership has decided that we will acquire enough of this style buckle 
to go around. I would have preferred the one with more squared off corners because I like the 
look, but that style is not readily available. We can get these at a reasonable rate - $5.00 each to 
the company. Until better evidence comes along, this is the buckle for the 1st Guards in our Coy. 
Get it from the company QM, NOT from a Sutler. Pvt Irving has a supply on hand now. I 
encourage all of our 1st Guardsmen who have other styles on their belts to get one of these. 
 

END OF CONTROVERSY and CONFUSION - - - for now. 
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He who dares not offend cannot be honest. -- Thomas Paine 
 

"Mr. Speaker, I think the noble young man 
has no business to make any apology. He 
is a gentleman, and none such should be 
asked to make an apology, because no 

gentleman could mean to give offense." - - 
Sir Boyle Roche 

 
"Our business, like any other, is to be 

learned by constant practice and 
experience; and our experience is to be 
had in war, not at reviews."  Lieutenant 
General Sir John Moore (1761-1809) 

 
“P.S. If you do not receive this, of 
course it must have miscarried: 

therefore I beg you write and let me 
know. “ 

- Sir Boyle Roche, 18th century 
Irish MP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“We’re from the Government and we’re 
here to help you!” 

 
Soldiers of the 17th celebrate the Winter Solstice 

Holidays by “Yanqui Hunting” at Princeton. 
 

Image of the Death of General Mercer, a fine 
officer, during the Battle of Princeton, NJ. 

Submitted by Dr. Greg Urwin of Temple U. 



 

 
 

Mr. Sheffer submits the following for your entertainment: 
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I (Geoff) was able to decipher most of the balloons. From left to right:  
 
"Damn the Spanish gold mines, give me a wench and a bottle in St. James's Street!" 
"Tis a shameful thing to puzzle a man in this manner - yes, yes we'll be food for the Indians to a certainty." 
"Curse it, if I was not in love I should not mind it." 
"By-damn it, I would blow my brains out! Tis worse than a flogging in the Tilt yard." 
"To be sent the Lord knows whither, far from my adorable Kitty; my dear angelic S_____  Yea! The nocturnal Revels of 
King's Place, the Balls, the Opera; Oh! I would cry like a child with vexation." 
 

Not unlike the emotions of a group of JOs in the wardroom of a frigate with orders to the Indian Ocean. 
 
Jay Note: From some of the material submitted by Todd Braisted – kind of along the theme above:  
 
Monday, 5 February 1776, LONDON: 
 “Orders are given for augmenting the three regiments of foot guards 15 in a company, to reinstate the draughts for 
America. “The Guards that are to go to America are to consist of one thousand, and no more; they will be draughted the 
begining of next week, and are to embark on the 24th instant. “Several officers of the foot guards have desired leave to 
sell their commissions, since an order has been given for their embarking for North-America.” 
(The Middlesex Journal, and Evening Advertiser, (London), Saturday February 3, to Tuesday, February 6, 1776) 
 

Hey! How else could I afford a Guards commission??? We KNOW it must be true - - it’s in the newspaper! 
 

FINIS! 


